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Dear Alumni, Students and Friends of USD,

Greetings from the Department of Music at the University of South Dakota. I am proud to have been 
a faculty member for the past eight years, and I look forward to serving this wonderful department as  
I take over as the permanent chair this year. I am excited to share with you all the exciting things that 
are going on musically at USD. We have added a new, wonderfully talented freshman class—among 
the largest we have had in many years—to our already outstanding stable of young musicians. I look 
forward to seeing these students grow and flourish under the dedicated tutelage of our fine faculty.

The USD Department of Music has had another outstanding year. We are proud of our many students 
and faculty who were recognized with several prestigious local, state and national awards during the 
past school year. Professor Tracelyn Gesteland, D.M.A., was named the winner of the Belbas-Larson 
Award for Teaching Excellence. Gesteland is the second consecutive winner from the Department 
of Music and the fourth in the last 10 years. Additionally, as you will see in this newsletter, several 
other faculty members were recognized in their specific field for outstanding achievement. In the past 
year, student ensembles and members of our talented faculty have performed throughout the United 
States and internationally. In addition, several faculty members have presented at major conferences, 
published articles and books, and recorded professional CDs. These high honors are a testament to the 
outstanding teaching, performing and creative scholarship happening within this department.

Our students continue to produce wonderful performances throughout the department, including 
several who were recognized by state, regional and national organizations. The USD Opera and 
Chamber Singers were both named as finalists for the American Prize in their specific discipline. 
Several voice students participated and placed in the SD-NATS competition this past year. In fact, 
USD had more place winners than any other South Dakota institution.

Also, our student ensembles continued their tradition of concert touring during the past year. The 
USD Chamber Singers, Symphonic Band, USD Chamber Orchestra and Jazz Ensemble traveled 
nationally and internationally, bringing their musical excellence to audiences and high school students 
in Europe and several Midwestern states. 

I hope you can see that great things are happening in the Music Department at the University of 
South Dakota. We would love to have you attend our concerts and festival performances, either on 
the USD campus or while our faculty/ensembles are on tour. We look forward to another outstanding 
year in the Music Department and thank you for your continued support of our programs. Thanks to 
the talents of our wonderful students and the dedication of our amazing faculty, the sky is the limit for 
excellence in music at the University of South Dakota.

David Holdhusen, Chair 
Department of Music
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From the Chair…



Gesteland Honored with 2015 Belbas-Larson Award
Tracelyn Gesteland, D.M.A., was named the recipient 
of the 2015 Belbas-Larson Award for Excellence 
in Teaching at the University of South Dakota. 
Gesteland is an associate professor of music in the 
College of Fine Arts and was honored in the tenured 
category. She currently teaches Applied Voice, Vocal 
Pedagogy, and Diction, while also directing the 
USD Opera and holding the Walter A. and Lucy 
Yoshioka Buhler Endowed Chair. In addition to 
teaching, Gesteland is a professional singer who 
directs the South Dakota Vocal Arts Festival and serves as the 
District Governor for the South Dakota district of the National 
Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS). 
 Gesteland received her bachelor of music in choral and general 
music education from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 

in 1994; master of music in vocal performance and 
vocal pedagogy from Roosevelt University in 1999; 
and doctor of musical arts in vocal performance from 
the University of Houston in 2007. In describing 
the honor, she said, “Teaching has always been my 
passion, so receiving such a prestigious award in 
recognition of my work with students means a great 
deal to me.” Gesteland was honored at the 128th 
Spring Commencement ceremony on Saturday,  
May 9, 2015. The Belbas-Larson Awards are made 

possible by a gift from Dean Belbas, a former vice president 
of General Mills and former board chairman of the USD 
Foundation, and his close friends Harold W. and Kathryn  
Larson of Scottsdale, Arizona.

3

 The University of South Dakota Symphony Orchestra 
had a stellar 2014–15 season. The repertoire ranged from the 
very serious, even horrific—such as the Stravinsky Infernal 
Dance from The Firebird, and the Threnody for the Victims of 
Hiroshima by Penderecki—to the sublime, as heard in Verdi’s 
Prelude to La Traviata and Beethoven’s Eroica symphony. The 
December concert highlighted USD faculty members Eunho 
Kim (violin), D.M.A., and Marie-Elaine Gagnon (cello), D.M.A., 

in the Concerto for Violin and Cello in B-Flat Major by Vivaldi. 
Winners of the annual concerto competition were featured in 
the final concert. Sarah Schmidt, principal flute in the orchestra, 
performed a movement from a Mozart concerto, co-principal 
clarinet of the orchestra Liz Pekas played a movement of a Weber 
concerto, and cellist Lennea Clark played the Adagio and Allegro 
by Robert Schumann. Orchestral highlights from the world of 
opera brought the concert and season to a rousing close.

 Rick Rognstad played a recital featuring his arrangements of 
some of the best works by American composers he has discovered 
in more than 30 years of research. His recital took place at the 
biennial convention of the International Society of Bassists on 
June 3 in Fort Collins, Colorado. Between the Civil and First 
World Wars, more than 8,000 American musicians travelled 
abroad and studied at the great European conservatories. Though 
their training—in the same classes with the same professors as 
their European colleagues—was equal, their works are scarcely 
represented in our repertoires, and Rognstad’s verbal program 

notes explained why this is the case. Among those in attendance 
were Thiery Barbé, current professor of music at the Paris 
Conservatoire and principal bassist of the Paris Opera, and 
Max Dimoff, principal bassist of the Cleveland Orchestra. After 
the concert, Barbé noted that Rognstad’s French training was 
evident, and they discussed Rick’s study with Gaston Dufresne, 
a 1923 graduate of the Conservatoire who later was principal of 
the Boston Symphony for 30 years. Rognstad and Dimoff are 
collaborating on the latter’s planned recording of the best pieces 
that Rick has discovered and transcribed. 

USD Symphony Orchestra Completes Successful Season

Rognstad Performs at International Society of Bassists Convention



It was certainly a good year for the  
cello studio at the University of  
South Dakota. I witnessed day-to-day 
growth, strong will and a few “ah-ha!” 
moments that often became “little 
miracles” in my musical world filled 
with instruction.
 This past May, graduation was 
bittersweet. Abigail Sandberg, a 
student of my cello studio, finished her 
bachelor’s degree in music at USD. She 
then chose to pursue graduate studies 
in cello performance at Kent State 
University with my esteemed colleague 
and mentor Keith Robinson. I met Abigail in 2008  during 
a trio tour in Minnesota, at a chamber music masterclass. A 
few days later, she came to hear the Rawlins Piano Trio in 
concert in Minneapolis. We communicated for two years and 
she finally chose USD. Abigail could have gone to the big “U,” 
University of Minnesota or Drake University but she decided 
to come to Vermillion because of the Rawlins Piano Trio—and 
my studio.

 Over the years, my studio has 
steadily grown in size and in excellent 
performance. Younger students have 
won concerto competitions in the 
region, attended prestigious summer 
music camps on the East Coast and 
won principal chairs at state orchestra 
festivals. Some have played junior 
recitals and others have decided to focus 
on orchestral playing. 
 Two of my current students, David 
Amussen and Lennea Clark, have made 
the substitute list for the Sioux City 
Symphony cello section. I could not 

be more proud of their accomplishments and will love having 
them in my section. USD will be strongly represented.
 It has been a joy watching Abigail grow from an anxious 
freshman student to a competent and confident graduate. 
Equally rewarding has been watching all my students find  
and express their cello voice. Touching the life of a student,  
each one different, is endearing and I know it to be the true 
power of education.
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A Good Year
By Marie-Élaine Gagnon, D.M.A.

Department of Music Hosts Concert Artists
The Keyboard Area at the USD Department of Music continues 
to host world-class guest artists for our Fall Rawlins Series 
and the annual Truran High School Piano Competition. The 
Rawlins Artist for Fall 2014 was Kirill Gerstein, a rising star on 
the international concert stage. Gerstein performed a solo piano 
recital featuring the works of Robert Schumann (Carnaval) and 
Modest Mussorgsky (Pictures at an Exhibition). He also presented 
a master class for USD piano students, imparting artistic and 
pianistic tips to students Blake Proehl, Spencer Smith and Emma 

McKirdy. In February 2015, the 22nd Annual Genevieve Truran 
High School Piano Competition took place in Colton Hall with 
guest adjudicator Paul Sanchez. A native of Sioux Falls, Sanchez 
is the founding director of the city’s Dakota Sky Piano Festival. 
He also gave a master class for USD piano students. USD is 
fortunate to have these great artists visit our campus; we look 
forward to continuing the tradition in 2015–16 school year as  
we host Gregory DeTurck on February 1.

Gregory DeTurck Paul SanchezKirill Gerstein Kirill Gerstein with Spencer Smith
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USD Bands and Brass have Wonderful 2014–15 Year

Susan Keith Gray 2014–16 Distinguished Professor

The Symphonic Band, Concert Band and Brass Choir had 
another busy and successful school year of presenting excellent 
music in the Midwest.
 The fall semester included the Symphonic Band, under 
the direction of Rolf Olson, performing a concert of Music of 
American Composers. Graduate conducting students Bethany 
Amundson and Kiley Coyne worked with and conducted all 
of the instrumental ensembles during the 2014–15 school year 
and both graduated in May of 2015 with new jobs. Bethany 
is the new director of bands at Dakota Wesleyan University in 
Mitchell, South Dakota, and Kiley is the new band director 
in Parker, South Dakota. The fall semester also featured the 
USD Brass Choir performing the entire Suite of Dances by the 
great Renaissance composer, Tylman Susato, which utilized the 
wonderful acoustics in Aalfs Auditorium. 
 The spring semester was extremely busy as the Concert Band 
performed two concerts under the direction of Gary Reeves, 
D.M.A. The Symphonic Band performed four concerts and 
toured to high schools in South Dakota and Nebraska for three 

days in February. The Symphonic Band’s January performance 
was for 150 high school students who attended USD’s Quad State 
Honor Band Festival. The Festival, organized by Dr. Rolf Olson, 
featured the famous composer/conductor David Shaffer and USD 
Associate Director of Bands Dr. Gary Reeves. 
 The Brass Choir joined with all of the USD Choral Ensembles 
in April to present a cantata composed by Stephen Yarbrough, 
USD Professor Emeritus, entitled Everlasting is His Love. 
Conducted by Dr. Olson, this piece also featured faculty soloists 
Dr. Brandon Hendrickson, Dr. Tracelyn Gesteland, and  
Dr. Gary Reeves. 
 The Symphonic Band’s concert in March featured a program 
entitled “Dancing” and received an enthusiastic reception 
by the audience. The year ended with another bang, as the 
Symphonic Band and Concert Band performed their joint Bands 
Extravaganza Concert in April. This featured the combined 
bands’ piece, Great Gate of Kiev, from Pictures at an Exhibition 
by Mussorgsky. The concert was a wonderful end to a busy and 
successful year of music-making by the Bands and Brass at USD. 

Pianist and Professor Susan Keith Gray is the 2014–16 
Esther and Wayne Knutson Distinguished Professor 
for the College of Fine Arts. The biennial award 
for career achievements in research and creative 
scholarship is named for Professor Emeritus Knutson 
who served USD for 35 years in various roles as 
professor, chair of the Department of English, dean 
of the College of Fine Arts and vice president for 
Academic Affairs. 
 In addition to Keith Gray’s teaching responsibilities 
in studio, collaborative and class piano, as well as piano pedagogy, 
she is acclaimed as a specialist in collaborative playing. She 
performs as a member of the USD Rawlins Piano Trio, the 
Kobayashi/Gray violin and piano duo and frequently collaborates 
with a number of vocal and instrumental artists. 

 As part of the Knutson Award, she presented a 
lecture-recital in March 2015 entitled “Sharing the 
Stage: Exploring Musical Collaborations.” She was 
joined by colleagues Eunho Kim (violin), Marie-
Elaine Gagnon (cello), Tracelyn Gesteland (mezzo 
soprano) and Brandon Hendrickson (baritone) in 
a demonstration of the scholarly process of refining 
collaborative performances. Her second award 
presentation was a lecture-recital, “Music of Women 
Composers,” with violin partner, Laura Kobayashi. 

The duo has recorded two CDs of these works and has performed 
the works of nearly 30 female composers over the course of their 
collaboration, which began in 1990. The performance took place 
at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 26 in the Colton Recital Hall on 
the USD campus. 



USD Choirs Complete a Successful Year
The 2014–15 school year was a wonderful year with several 
memorable moments and outstanding performances, not only on 
campus but throughout the world.
 The fall saw change in the department as Timothy Campbell 
joined David Holdhusen as the new director of the Concert 
Choir and Men’s & Women’s Chorus. Throughout the course 
of the semester, the university choirs performed twice for large, 
enthusiastic audiences in Vermillion. The Fall Choral Showcase 
in October and the Music Department’s Holiday Concert in 
December gave the choral groups the opportunity to display the 
musicianship and quality of singing they had worked so hard to 
achieve. For the fall showcase, the Chamber Singers premiered 
a new work by Jonny Priano called Psalm 23. This piece 
quickly became a favorite of both the choir and the audience 
in Vermillion, which led to the composer visiting Vermillion in 
the spring to hear his work and do a masterclass with the choir. 
In addition to these concerts, the Chamber Singers presented 
numerous performances throughout the community, including a 
concert as part of the 11th Annual All-State Chorus Workshop. 
Approximately 250 students from more than 30 area high schools 
attended this year’s workshop.
 The spring semester was extremely busy for the choral 
department as well. The semester began with the Chamber 
Singers performance to open USD Night at the Washington 
Pavilion in Sioux Falls. Despite a raging snow storm, the choir 
was well received and the night was a success. The semester 
continued with the two traditional major concerts for the 
university’s choirs. The Spring Choral Showcase in late February 
highlighted the ensembles’ continued development and growth 
as each group performed multiple numbers spanning the breadth 
of history and genres. The end of the semester combined the 
Concert Choir, Chamber Singers, and Men’s & Women’s Chorus 
with the USD Brass Choir to present former USD Music 
Professor Stephen Yarbrough’s Everlasting is His Love. Several 
soloists were featured including vocalists Dr. Tracelyn Gesteland 

and Dr. Brandon Hendrickson, pianist Dr. Susan Keith Gray 
and hornist Dr. Gary Reeves. Making this especially meaningful 
was Dr. Yarbrough’s participation in the choir as a member of the 
Men’s & Women’s Chorus. The Chamber Singers finished the 
year by serving as the chorus for the award winning USD Opera 
production of The Tender Land. It truly was a great semester  
of choral music. 
 The Chamber Singers’ annual spring tour took the group 
across the pond for a week in Germany, Austria and the Czech 
Republic. This was the ensemble’s first European tour in 10 years 
and was a great musical opportunity. More info on this tour can 
be found in the article later in the newsletter. The tour concluded 
with concerts in Sioux Falls and Vermillion before very large, 
receptive audiences. The students’ tireless preparation evoked 
performances that spoke to audiences on deep emotional and 
musical levels. The tour program, entitled “Old World, New 
World,” featured a repertoire that spanned the historical spectrum 
while showcasing music from the areas the choir toured and the 
United States. The program included pieces by Bach, Bruckner 
and Mendelssohn, an arrangement by the choir’s own Hannah 
Lambertz, as well as folk songs and spirituals. 
 The Chamber Singers’ CD, entitled Yours in Song on the  
Con Brio label, features live recordings of performances from the 
past four years. The CD can be purchased on Amazon or iTunes, 
or by contacting the music department. Work has already begun 
on the next recording to be released in the fall of 2016.
 This past year, the ensemble was again recognized by the 
American Prize. This year, in addition to their strong showing 
in the annual competition, the choir received the organization’s 
first Honored Artist Award for their “sustained excellence.” Each 
year, the American Prize rewards the best recorded performance 
of music by individuals and ensembles in the United States. The 
Chamber Singers submitted a 35-minute recording which was 
adjudicated by a national panel. The ensemble is very proud to 
have accomplished such an honor.
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Studio News
The voice students of Tracelyn Gesteland, D.M.A., had a very 
busy year performing in a variety of venues. 
 In fall 2014, senior Jordyn Bangasser won Honorable 
Mention in the MTNA Young Artist Voice Competition and 
was selected as a winner in the First Bank & Trust Scholarship 
Competition for her lecture-recital entitled “Death and Destiny 
in Dido’s Lament.” Hannah Lambertz, senior, and Rachael 
Biggerstaff, sophomore, also won Honorable Mentions in the 
junior/senior and freshman/sophomore divisions of the SDMTA 
Collegiate Voice Competition.
 In winter 2015, studio members Hannah Lambertz and 
freshman James Carrell sang for a guest artist master class given 
by baritone Omari Tau on campus. Jordyn Bangasser was selected 
to present a lecture-recital entitled “Jenny Lind: A Historical, 
Musical, and Dramatic Representation,” for the Great Plains 
regional conference of the College Music Society—the only 
undergraduate at the entire conference to do so. Her work 
on this project also resulted in the award of a Committee for 
Undergraduate Research and Creative Scholarship (CURCS) 
mini-grant.
 In the spring of 2015, several singers participated in the South 
Dakota NATS competition. The following studio members won 
awards in their divisions:

• 1st place graduate: James Cooper 
• 1st place senior women: Jordyn Bangasser 
• 1st place upper collegiate musical theatre men: James Cooper 
• 1st place lower collegiate musical theatre women:  
 Mickey McGrann 
• 2nd place junior men: Josh Rolling 
• 2nd place freshman men: Kevin Phillips 
• 2nd place lower collegiate musical theatre women:  
 Rachael Biggerstaff 
• 2nd place lower collegiate musical theatre men: James Carrell 
• 3rd place sophomore women: Mickey McGrann 
• 3rd place freshman men: James Carrell 
• 3rd place lower collegiate musical theatre women:  
 De Shonté Helm 
• Honorable mention sophomore women: Rachael Biggerstaff 
• Honorable mention sophomore women: Kaela DeJong

 In other spring studio news, Rachael Biggerstaff was selected 
as vocal soloist in Angels in the Architecture with the Symphonic 
Band on their final concert. Second-year graduate student 
James Cooper and Jordyn Bangasser presented lecture-recitals 
at IDEA Fest, the university’s research festival. Also, many of 
Dr. Gesteland’s voice students were featured in the 7th annual 
Gesteland Studio Showcase in April. Each singer performed a 
solo, followed by a finale consisting of a medley of favorites from 
opera, Broadway, jazz, and classic movies.

Pictured left to right – Bottom row: Nathaniel Knoblock, Joshua Guenther, 
Elizabeth Wensmann, Alia Nix, Josh Rolling, De Shonté Helm.  
Top row: Hannah Lambertz, Kayla Kaltenbach, Sarah Schmidt, Jordyn 
Bangasser, Mickey McGrann, Dr. Gesteland, Kevin Phillips, James Cooper, 
Kaela DeJong, James Carrell, Rachael Biggerstaff.

 Jordyn Bangasser was accepted into several masters programs 
in Vocal Performance, including Syracuse, Roosevelt, Georgia 
State and Binghamton Universities. Amanda Rich (B.M., 2013) 
was also accepted into masters programs in Vocal Performance at 
Bowling Green State, Roosevelt and Kansas State Universities. 
Over the summer, rising sophomore Kevin Phillips won First 
Place in the Glenn Miller Scholarship Competition, a national 
vocal competition for college freshmen and high school seniors. 
He was one of 10 singers selected nation-wide to compete in the 
final round after submitting recordings for the semi-finals. He was 
awarded a $3,000 scholarship and the opportunity to perform 
at the Glenn Miller Stage Show, which is the culmination of the 
Glenn Miller Festival in Clarinda, Iowa.
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REUNION CHOIR  
Dakota Days | October 9, 2016 

Save the  
Date!



USD Opera Spring Semester Performances

Hannah Lambertz Laurie Moss

Jordyn Bangasser Ma Moss

Rachael Biggerstaff Beth Moss

Brody Krogman Grandpa Moss

Seth Pierce Martin

Brian Rasmussen Top

James Cooper Mr. Splinters

Mandi Steele Mrs. Splinters

Kevin Phillips Mr. Jenks

Mickey McGrann Mrs. Jenks
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In January, Dr. Tracelyn Gesteland directed the USD Opera’s 
presentation of the Ice Cream Sextet from Kurt Weill’s American 
opera, Street Scene. The event took place at the Washington 
Pavilion as part of the USD Night at the Pavilion College of 
Fine Arts showcase.

In May, the USD Opera presented The Tender Land, an American 
folk opera by Aaron Copland. The production was the fourth 
opera to be given in the newly renovated Aalfs Auditorium.  
Fully staged with orchestra, the principal cast included:

Ice Cream Sextet performers clockwise from top: James Cooper,  
Jordyn Bangasser, Brody Krogman, Hannah Lambertz, Mickey McGrann, 

Brian Rasmussen. Not pictured: Chris Larson (pianist). Promise of Living Quintet (L to R:  Jordyn Bangasser, Seth Pierce,  
Hannah Lambertz, Brian Rasmussen, Brody Krogman)

Full Company

The USD Chamber Singers were featured as the opera chorus. 
Featured dancers included: Daniel Bellis, James Carrell, Kaela 
DeJong, Josh Rolling, Autumn Simunek, Sopida Trageser,  
Hans Tvedt and Elizabeth Wensmann. The orchestra consisted 
of:  Sarah Schmidt, Liz Pekas, Joey Steigel, Soohyun Park,  
Marty Balmer, Krista Vogt, Hope Justesen, Kortney Brunner, 
Owen DeJong, Abigail Sandberg, Lennea Clark, Alia Nix and  
Chris Larson.
 The opera was stage and music directed by Dr. Tracelyn 
Gesteland and conducted by Dr. David Holdhusen. Kathryn 
Rose Reimler was the choreographer, Laura Bertschinger was 
assistant stage director, Chris Larson was assistant music director, 
and Sam Schroeder served as assistant conductor. Josh Rolling 
was the stage manager, with set and lighting design by Brian 
Adams and costume design by Akron Costume & Design.

www.usd.edu/music  •  Visit us on Facebook!

http://www.usd.edu/music


2015–16 Music Scholarship Award Recipients
Usher and Barnes Abell Family  
String Scholarship Endowment

David Amussen 
Christopher Toutges

An Die Musick Scholarship 

 James Carrell

Frank Aiello and Larry Torkelson
Scholarship Endowment

 Rachael Biggerstaff 
 Kaela DeJong
 Noah Temple 
 Eldon Warner

GeLoris E. and Olaf C. Akland  
Music Scholarship

Michael Hoffman 

Elizabeth Kathryn Ames Music  
Scholarship Endowment

 Daniel  Bellis
 Meredith Jenkins
 Kayla Kaltenbach
 Brittany Kolbeck
 Brody Krogman
 Noah Temple
 Eldon Warner

Ronald Oakley Barkl  
Memorial Scholarship

Rachael Biggerstaff 
James Stueckrath
Alise Wagner
Eldon Warner 

Gary D. Begeman and Gail E.  
Griffith Instrumental Music  
Education Annual Scholarship

Amber Bock 
Jeanna Brandsrud
Alyssa Brill
Jimmy Cuadros
Kaela DeJong 
Dana Getka
Michael Hoffman
Jerry Holbrook
Brittany Kolbeck
Brody Krogman
Drew Ohlendorf
Kristopher Ohrlund
Garret Olson
MeKayla Pravecek
David Schelske
Sarah Schmidt
James Stueckrath

Mary Ellen Stanley  
Beukelman Scholarship

Devon BeVier 
Katherine Zimmer

Donna and Donald Boesch  
Scholarship 
 Spencer L. Smith 
Matthew P. Brzica Scholarship Fund

 Dallas Doane 
 Noah Holthaus 
 Xavier Obermeier 

 Benjamin O’Bryan 
 Michael Swanson 
 Elizabeth Wensmann 
 Kaitlynn Wolfe

Ray DeVilbiss Band Scholarship 
Seth Brick
Hope Knedler
Zachary Krogman-Behrens
Benjamin O’Bryan
Kirsten Wahl

David William Eyres Memorial Scholarship 

Zachary Krogman-Behrens 
Lexy Tuttle

Fine Arts Recruitment Scholarship

Dana Getka 
Brittany Kolbeck 
Nicholas Mettler 
Samantha Schoenherr

Joe Gullion Memorial Scholarship Fund

Katelyn Biggs 
Mataya Larsgaard 
Katie Svendson

Ethel Gunderson Vocal Scholarship 

Marli Ball
Xavier Obermeier
Josh Rolling
Erin Sternhagen

Louise Hansen Memorial  
Music Scholarship

Daniel Bellis
Seth Brick
Hunter Jackson
Katie Svendson
Michael Swanson
Katherine Zimmer

Bruce and Wendy Hasche  
Vocal Music Scholarship

James Carrell

Carmen Howard Scholarship
Rachael Biggerstaff 
Rachel Carrig
Alia Nix

Instrumental Music Fund Scholarship
Nicholas Mettler

Murrell F. Kautz Scholarship
Hope Knedler

Sarah Schmidt

Randal Hale Lease, J.D. and  
Frances Peterson Lease Scholarship

Jake Matheson  

Evelyn Lee Memorial Scholarship
Hope Knedler  

Ruth and Gunnar Lindahl Scholarship
 Kevin Phillips 
Robert E. Litke Fine Arts Scholarship

Marli Ball
Devon BeVier
Katelyn Biggs

L&R Annual String Scholarship

Alexander Schmer

Robert C. and Leona P. Marek  
Scholarship Endowment

Lennea Clark        

Charlotte Picotte Hoellwarth  
Rabe Scholarship

Chris Robinson  

Marjorie Townsley Rawlins Music  
Scholarship Endowment

David Amussen
Austere Soe Paw Apolo
Marli Ball
Martin Balmer
Jeanna Brandsrud
Kortney Brunner
Lennea Clark
Katie Edson
Sarah Hight
Jordan Judt
Hope Justesen
Kayla Kaltenbach
Karson Kingsbury
Xiola Koile-Paxton
Chandler Kolberg
Brody Krogman
Nicholas Mettler
Maria Pandya
Elizabeth Pekas
Danielle Portz
MeKayla Pravecek
Alexander Schmer
Andrew Schuiteman
Timothy Skog
John Slunecka
Anna Sobotka
James Stueckrath
Jonathan Susemihl
Christopher Toutges
Krista Vogt
Elizabeth Wensmann
John Wetherington

Rawlins Chair of Music Scholarship

Thad Alberty
Martin Balmer
Rachael Biggerstaff
Lennea Clark
Thorn Dramstad
Sarah Hight
Michael Hoffman
Karson Kingsbury
Xiola Koile-Paxton
Ben Lunn
Sasha McDowell
Nicholas Mettler
Elizabeth Pekas
Chris Robinson
Andrew Schuiteman
Christopher Toutges
Lexy Tuttle
Kaitlynn Wolfe
Shelby Wollmuth 
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Gary L. and Deborah C.  
Reeves Scholarship 

Xiola Koile-Paxton 

John A. and Agnes J.  
Ringley Scholarship

Daniel Bellis
Katelyn Biggs
Seth Brick
Scott Clabough
Lennea Clark
Kaela DeJong
Dana Getka
Noah Holthaus
Hunter Jackson
Sierra Johnson
Brody Krogman
Zachary Krogman-Behrens
Ben Lunn
Xavier Obermeier
Connor Obermeier
Kristopher Ohrlund
Kevin Phillips
Sadie Potter
MeKayla Pravecek
Chris Robinson
Michael Swanson
Emily Vidler
Kim Wagner
Eldon Warner
Katherine Zimmer

Joseph Schmaderer Scholarship

 Brody Krogman 

Singers Choice Music Scholarship

Marli Ball 
James Carrell 
Alise Wagner

Genevieve and John Truran  
Piano Scholarship

David Amussen
Josh Arens
Marli Ball
Martin Balmer
Daniel Bellis
Devon BeVier
Rachael Biggerstaff
Jeanna Brandsrud
Seth Brick
Kortney Brunner
James Carrell
Rachel Carrig
Molly Charlson
Lennea Clark
Jimmy Cuadros
Kaela DeJong
Thorn Dramstad
Joseph Farrell
Lenette Haliburton
Michael Hoffman
Noah Holthaus
Hannah Johnson
Hope Knedler
Brittany Kolbeck



$10,001 and higher
 Agnes A. Ringley Trust
 Truman and Beverly Schwartz 
 John and Janet Thietje
 James and Ruth Weaver

$5,001– $10,000
 American Center for Philanthropy
 Bruce and Wendy Hasche  
  
$1,001– $5,000
 Anonymous 
 Ronald O. Barkl Memorial
 Cheryl Crandell
 Gary and Deborah Reeves
 Richard and Lynn Rognstad
 Joseph Schmaderer

$501– $1,000 
 Walter and Raeanna Gislason 
 Steven Solem
 Platte-Geddes School District No. 11-5
   

2014–15 Music Contributors

Rawlins Piano Trio News

$251– $500
 Ronald and LeEtta Bennett
 Ronald Johnson 
 Molly McCoy
 Lawrence and Elizabeth Mitchell

$101– $250
 Carl and Kay Andre
 Harold and Nora Christensen
 Thomas and Mary Conway
 Eleanor Fabricius 
 Mildred Hugghins
 Laurence and Mary Jo Johnson 
 Robert Johnson
 Fred and Janel Kaltenbach
 Arlene Krueger
 Leon Krueger
 James and Christine McGrann
 Daniel and Julia Peterson
 Melvin and Doreen Ronning
 Kim and Mary Sawatzke 
 Francis and Imogene Thom
 Barry and Mary Vickrey

 
Gifts up to $100
     Patrick and Tamera Bangasser 
 Laurie Brown
 Thomas and Cynthia Bylander
 Audrey Combs
 Richard Combs 
 Forrest and Barbara Conrad
 Douglas and Pamela DeHaan
 Kaela DeJong
 David and Susan Hall
 Mary Hegge
 Duane and Annette Helgelien
 Ernest Hugghins
 Kevin Jarvis and Safiya Mahmoodian Jarvis
 John and Marcia Kittelson 
 John and Cheryl Koch
 Theodore Kunz
 Laura Kuschel
 Danur Kvilhaug
 Christopher Larson
 John Lasher 
 Karen Lee
 Scott and Karen McGregor

Gifts up to $100 (cont.) 
 David and Linda Mitchell
 Matthew and Amy Morrison
 Julia Neufeld
 Joan Nordquist
 Richard and Susan Reed
 Derick Rehurek 
 Walker Rose
 Thomas and Susan Roust
 Autumn Simunek 
 ASI Spelmanslag 
 Michael and Jessica Srstka
 Virginia Thomas
 Hans Tvedt
 Elaine Wolsky
 Stephen and Janis Yarbrough 
 Dean and Gay Zimmerman
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Members of the Rawlins Piano Trio with Tara Lynn Ramsey and  
Julia Bullard at the Iowa Cedar Valley Chamber Music Festival. 

The Rawlins Piano Trio—violinist Eunho Kim, cellist Marie-
Elaine Gagnon and pianist Susan Keith Gray—was chosen as 
the featured artist for the Composer’s Concert for the Great 
Plains Regional Conference of the College Music Society held 
in Vermillion in February. Juried works performed by the trio 
included Scherzo by Eleanor Aversa of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Transitions by Darleen Mitchell of Kearney, Nebraska; and Trio: 
‘Address’ by Scott Robbins of Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
Other trio concerts of the 2014–15 season included the Sioux 
City Chamber Music Association, the Arts Series of the United 
Church of Christ Congregational in Sioux Falls and a short 
residency of a concert and public school visits in Fergus Falls and 
Willmar, Minnesota. 
 In July 2015, the Rawlins Piano Trio was the featured artist 
in residence for the 10th season of the Cedar Falls/Waterloo, 
Iowa Cedar Valley Chamber Music Festival. The summer event 
celebrated chamber music collaborations between 10 professional 
musicians from throughout the United States. For the festival, 

trio members  were featured in Beethoven’s Archduke Trio,  
works by Rick Sowash and Astor Piazzolla and piano quintets by 
Nicolai Medtner and Edward Elgar. Performances included four 
festival concerts, a Trio outreach concert in Traer, Iowa, and a live 
interview/performance on Iowa Public Radio with Jacqueline 
Halbloom and for senior citizens in the Cedar Falls/Waterloo 
area. For more information, visit www.rawlinstrio.com and  
www.cedarvalleymusic.org.

Genevieve and John Truran  
Piano Scholarship (cont.) 

Chandler Kolberg
Brody Krogman
Zachary Krogman-Behrens
Mataya Larsgaard
Ben Lunn
Sahar Mohtadi Tabrizi
Hayley  Naasz
Alia Nix
Connor Obermeier
Xavier Obermeier

Benjamin O’Bryan
Drew Ohlendorf
Elizabeth Pekas
Kevin Phillips
Danielle Portz
Sadie Potter
MeKayla Pravecek
Chris Robinson
Josh Rolling
Sarah Schmidt
Samantha Schoenherr
Spencer L. Smith

Anna Sobotka
James Stueckrath
Katie Svendson
Michael Swanson
Noah Temple
Lexy Tuttle
Audra VanEkeren
Emily Vidler
Kirsten Wahl
Eldon Warner
Kaitlynn Wolfe
Katherine Zimmer

Vocal Choral Music Scholarship

James Carrell
Kirsten Wahl 

J. Laiten and Lucy Weed Scholarship

Amber Bock 
Rachel Carrig 
Michael Conway

Virginia Weeks Memorial Scholarship

Jeanna Brandsrud 
Rachel Carrig

http://www.rawlinstrio.com/
http://www.cedarvalleymusic.org/
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An event six years in the making took place in March 2015 
when composer Jonny Priano visited Vermillion to hear the 
USD Chamber Singers perform his piece, Psalm 23, and work 
with the choir in a masterclass to provide insights into his music 
and his compositional technique.
 The story begins in fall 2009 when the Chamber Singers’ 
conductor, Dr. David Holdhusen, selected a piece by this young 
unknown composer entitled Vieni nel mio Cuore. This was 
Priano’s first published composition and one that Holdhusen 
knew was perfect for the choir. 
 “I was listening to a CD of new music for the year and got 
about 30 seconds in before I knew this was a selection that we 
had to do,” Holdhusen said.
 After performing the work on the 2010 spring break tour, 
the choir placed a recording of the home concert performance 
of Vieni on YouTube; there was only one other performance 
of the piece available at that time. Not long after the video 
was uploaded, the composer found the link, commented very 
favorably, and requested more information on the choir. 
 “Beautiful interpretation! I’m impressed with how well 
you sustained the piece’s drawn out chords with such a small 
group,” Priano wrote. Shortly after this comment was posted, 
Holdhusen and Priano began to communicate via email and a 
prosperous relationship for both was born.
 One year later, the Chamber Singers performed Priano’s 
second published work, Search Me, O God with rousing success. 
After this recording was sent to Priano, he offered to provide 
the choir with pieces of music that had not yet been published. 
He was extremely impressed with the musical interpretations 
of his music and wanted the choir to have the opportunity 
to sing more. His only request was that he get a high quality 
recording of the music he submitted. This was an opportunity 
the ensemble could not pass up. Psalm 23 marked the third 
consecutive year that the Chamber Singers performed an 
unpublished piece by Jonny Priano. In 2013, the choir sang a 
work originally entitled Praise Our God, which later became  
Sing as One. After hearing the choir’s interpretation, Priano 
asked if they could make another recording of the piece using 
the new text as he was working on its publication. The choir 
obliged his request and the recording was later used by Alfred 
Publishing on a CD sent as part of its catalog of new music 
to thousands of musicians throughout the country. With the 
following year came a piece that dramatically impacted the 
choir, Do Not Fear. This beautiful work truly embodied what 
it means to be a member of the Chamber Singers. At its final 
performance, not a dry eye could be found in the choir and  
very few could be seen in the audience.
 In the summer of 2014, Priano sent his piece for the year 
to Holdhusen. Included with the piece was a description of 
the inspiration for the work. That inspiration was the death of 
Priano’s grandfather and was written to celebrate his remarkable 
life. Psalm 23 utilized scripture that was very important to the 
Priano family and served to help Jonny in his healing process. 
The email was very open and described the deep emotional 
bond the composer felt with this music. The choir was 

immediately inspired and deeply moved that this composer 
would trust a piece with such a deep personal meaning to them. 
Shortly after the first performance of the piece in November, the 
choir members approached Holdhusen about bringing Priano 
to campus for the choir’s Home Concert in March. Members 
of the ensemble donated to a fund that was set up to make his 
visit a reality. Within a very short period, funds were raised and 
Holdhusen contacted Priano about coming to Vermillion. His 
answer surprised Holdhusen.
 “When Jonny responded, he told me that he had his school 
move its annual musical because he believed this visit to be too 
important to pass on,” Holdhusen said.
 With dates confirmed and music learned, a wonderful 
weekend was now in store. Priano arrived in Vermillion late 
in the evening of March 19. He met with the choir for the 
first time at its final dress rehearsal the following day and 
then rode with the ensemble to its annual concert at First 
Congregational Church in Sioux Falls. Before this concert, 
Priano spoke passionately to the Chamber Singers about music, 
performance and the choral experience. The choir responded 
with beautiful singing as the composer, for the first time in 
person, heard his composition performed by the ensemble with 
which he had shared his music for many years. On Saturday, 
March 21, the choir and the composer spent a few hours in 
a master class where Priano conducted the choir on three 
selections, Do Not Fear, Psalm 23, and a new piece the choir 
looks to perform in the future, Not Alone. This was a unique 
opportunity for everyone to gain a better understanding of the 

musical process. The choir heard from Priano what goes into 
his compositions and why he set certain things the way he did. 
Priano got the opportunity to conduct the Chamber Singers 
and see firsthand how they respond both musically and to the 
information he brought to the learning process. The magical 
weekend concluded later that evening with Chamber Singers’ 
Home Concert in Vermillion at the UCC. The choir took the 
new information they had garnered from the master class and 
combined it with both the base they had gained through their 
rehearsals and their love for Priano’s music. The result was an 
emotionally charged final performance of Psalm 23 that brought 
the audience to their feet and left many in the building in 
tears. This was certainly an experience that choir members, the 
conductor and the composer will long cherish.

Composer Jonny Priano Visits the USD Chamber Singers
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The students in Dr. Brandon Hendrickson’s studio had a very 
successful year studying and performing at the state, regional, 
national and international levels. 
 First year student Emily Vidler (Marlboro, New York) 
combined her passion for music and foreign language and 
studied for several weeks in Peru.
 In summer 2015, second year student Brody Krogman 
(Sioux Falls, South Dakota) was selected from a national pool 
of candidates as a curatorial intern for the National Music 
Museum. Krogman noted, “My work at the NMM this summer 
has opened another door for me. Before, I had only considered 
pursuing an advanced degree in vocal performance, but now I 
am also considering musicology. Realizing that there are more 
fields of study that pique my interest really makes me excited to 
pursue my career.”
 Fourth year student Autumn Simunek (Hot Springs, South 
Dakota) won the title of Miss South Dakota and competed 
in the Miss America Pageant in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
Simunek won the talent component of the Miss South Dakota 
Competition by giving a beautifully honest and thoughtfully 
performed rendition of Leonard Cohen’s song, Hallelujah.
 Recent graduate of the Master of Music program Ashley 
Ballou-Bonnema presented a paper titled, “Singing: Breathing 
New Life into Therapy for Individuals with Pulmonary 
Diseases,” at the 34th Regional Conference for The College 
Music Society Great Plains Chapter at the University of South 
Dakota. Ballou-Bonnema is also in the process of starting a 
new non-profit organization called Breathe Bravely, which is 
dedicated to improving the quality of life for those impacted by 
cystic fibrosis, through awareness, education and the sharing of 
Ballou-Bonnema’s own beautiful life experiences. You can read 
about her experiences at breathebravely.blogspot.com (21 of these 
stories have been published by The Huffington Post).  
You can also read about Breathe Bravely at breathebravely.org.

 I am pleased to announce that all students that competed in 
the South Dakota NATS competition last March in Spearfish 
made it to the final round and placed.

• 3rd place freshman women: Emily Vidler
• 1st place sophomore men: Seth Pierce
• 2nd place sophomore men: Brody Krogman
• 2nd place senior men: Brian Rasmussen
• 2nd place men’s musical theater: Brian Rasmussen
• 2nd place graduate division: Mandi Steele

 Finally, several students upon graduation have landed 
wonderful jobs teaching music in elementary, middle school, 
high school and collegiate settings in South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Minnesota and Iowa. Hendrickson notes, “As a studio teacher, 
I could not be more pleased to see graduates from my studio 
achieve such wonderful successes early in their musical careers. 
I am inspired by the young professionals in my studio everyday, 
and always look forward to working with them throughout the 
course of a very busy year.”

Left to Right: Emily Vidler, Brian Rasmussen, Mandi Steele, Brody 
Krogman, Hendrickson, Seth Pierce

Hendrickson Studio Highlights

The Theta Upsilon chapter of Pi Kappa Lambda held its new 
member induction ceremony in April as part of the weekly 
Recital Lab. Susanne Skyrm, D.M.A., and president of the 
chapter, led the ceremony; Gary Reeves, D.M.A., and the 
chapter’s vice president, presented certificates of membership, 
pins and memento booklets to the inductees. Selected for 
membership were seniors Jordyn Bangasser, Becca Lunstrum, 
Blake Proehl, Abigail Sandberg and Sam Schroeder, as well as 
faculty member Eric Mosterd.
 Pi Kappa Lambda is the national honor society for music. 
Based on their academic achievements, members are selected 
by the faculty and represent the top 20 percent of graduates. 
 

Pi Kappa Lambda Inducts Six New Members

http://breathebravely.blogspot.com/
http://breathebravely.org/
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What could be better than traveling through the homelands of 
many of the greatest musical minds the world has ever known?  
Traveling through those countries as a musician and performing 
the works of these great composers in the venues for which 
they were written. This is exactly what the University of South 
Dakota Chamber Singers and a party of companion travelers 
did during spring break this past March. On Friday, March 6 
the ensemble flew from Omaha to Atlanta and then on to 
Frankfurt, Germany, arriving early in the morning on March 7. 
The weary bunch of travelers then boarded the waiting motor 
coach and began their European adventure by traveling to 
the former Nazi concentration camp of Buchenwald. After a 
deeply emotional walk through the grounds on which so much 
suffering took place, it became apparent this was no ordinary 
tour. As the bus pulled away, the strains of Franz Biebl’s Ave 
Maria filled the air as the choir expressed their feelings the only 
way they could: in song.
 The weary travelers arrived later that evening for a two-
night stay in Leipzig and were welcomed with a banquet that 
introduced them to the wonderful and decadent foods they 
would encounter during the entire week. During their time in 
the city, the singers walked in the footsteps of Mendelssohn and 
J.S. Bach and performed works by both composers for a service 
at Nikolaikirche, a church where Bach worked as a composer 
and organist. Needless to say, the music and historic atmosphere 
made up for the fact that the service was in German; it was 
inspiring nonetheless. After a tour of the city, which included a 
stop at the church in which Bach is buried, the choir was off to 
its first full concert performance at St. Lukaskirche. This venue 
presented a dramatic juxtaposition from the church in which 
the group sang morning worship. The St. Lukaskirche was an 
old “State Church” left over from the Communist era in a less 
extravagant part of Leipzig. The building had not been well 
maintained, and one could sense the structure was deteriorating. 
The congregation was in the beginning stages of reviving the 
historic building and the Chamber Singers Concert was part of 
that process. The choir sang to a very enthusiastic audience that 
welcomed them with open arms. This was an educational and 
enlightening experience for the choir.
 Early on Monday, March 9, the tour party loaded the buses 
and began its journey to Austria. As part of this excursion the 

group passed through the Czech Republic and spent several 
hours exploring the beautiful city of Prague, a truly European 
city. The highlight of this stop was certainly Prague Castle, 
which housed the government, a large cathedral and a great deal 
of history. It was a whirlwind visit to the city as the ensemble 
was only allotted a few hours to discover the majesty of an area 
that many members felt they could have spent a week exploring. 
Upon departure, the group made its way to Vienna for a three-
night stay in the charming wine village of Mödling—just 
outside the city.
 Over the next two days, the Chamber Singers walked 
through music history, visiting the homes and other important 
sites of composers like Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven and 
Strauss. While sightseeing in the area did provide numerous 
educational opportunities, the choir also had the occasion to 
perform at several venues in this historic city, both planned 
and impromptu. The first such concert was at the Piaristen 
School, a local private school of Austrian 11- to 17-year-olds 
who both listened to the ensemble and performed their own 
music, featuring a small choir and wonderful violinist. This 
experience provided both sets of students the chance to interact 
and to share music and fellowship. It was mind-blowing to the 
members of the choir that the school building in which they 
were performing was older than the United States. Later that 
evening, the choir presented a formal concert at St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral, an iconic structure in the center of Vienna where 
Mozart’s funeral was held. Nearly 300 people purchased tickets 
to this performance. While singing in this cathedral was 
certainly a highlight of the tour, perhaps the more memorable 
performance was the quick stop in front of St. Stephen’s on 
the way to dinner. The choir did a quick performance of the 
spiritual I Don’ Feel No Ways Tired in the square in front of the 
church to promote the evening’s concert. A large throng of 
people quickly gathered to hear the group and take pictures and 
videos, as well as meet the singers. After the song, wild applause 
ensued and the choir members were treated like rock stars.
 The next day the group traveled to Eisenstadt where they 
visited the Haydn Haus and Esterhazy Palace. While touring 
the palace, in addition to seeing ornate décor and gaining an 
understanding of the lifestyle of the aristocracy, the choir had a 
chance to present an informal performance in the concert hall 

USD Chamber Singers complete “Sound of Music Tour”
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where so many of the works of F.J. Haydn were first performed.  
This was certainly a poignant moment for the group’s conductor 
and one in which the choir could really appreciate the history 
and musical significance of the space. It was events like this 
that caused one member of the traveling party to contemplate, 
“Where does the music go? Do you think it still lives in the 
walls?” Later that evening, the Chamber Singers traveled to 
Hainburg where they presented a formal concert in what was 
dubbed by the choir as “the small church.” While the venue 
may have been small by the standards of this tour, it was 
certainly extremely ornate and bigger than most locations in 
which the choir sings on an average tour. The ensemble was 
again met with a large and enthusiastic audience that would  
not let the evening end without four standing ovations and 
three encores. Following the concert the choir members joined 
the audience for a reception in which the students and their 
“fans” could mingle and trade stories, despite the language 
barrier. This was a true testament to the power of music as 
the universal language of emotion and one that the singers 
were incredibly touched to be a part of. It was clear the USD 
Chamber Singers were a huge success throughout Vienna and 
the surrounding communities.

 Leaving Vienna behind, the traveling party transferred to 
the Salzburg area, but not before a stop at the St. Florian Abbey 
where perhaps the most emotional and deeply moving moment 
of the tour may have occurred. While touring the Abbey, the 
choir visited the grave of Anton Bruckner, which is directly 
below the church organ now known as the “Bruckner Organ.”  
After leaving the catacombs, the choir moved to the sanctuary 
where they presented three selections including a Bruckner piece 
entitled Locus Este. There was something about singing in this 
cathedral, at this time in the tour, with the body of Bruckner 
below their feet that inspired the choir. While this was an 
impromptu performance where the choir could see their breath 
and the only audience were members of the touring party, the 
choir was inspired. Beauty and artistry soared from these 37 
young musicians. They knew it was special after performing 
Bruckner’s music, but by the time they concluded their three 
song concert with the ensemble’s signature selection, O Day Full 
of Grace, there was barely a dry eye in the room—another lesson 
for the singers that music is a powerful form of expression that 
can impact the performer as much as the listener.
 As the choir made their way on to Salzburg there was one 
more stop that brought the sound of music to life, literally. The 

motor coaches pulled into the small town of Mondsee where in 
the center of town sat the church in which the wedding scene 
from The Sound of Music was filmed. This was a wonderful 
kick off to Salzburg where the choir missed Julie Andrews and 
the 50th Anniversary celebration of the film by just days. The 
sightseeing in Salzburg revolved primarily around Mozart.  
The composer spent the early part of his life in the city and the 
choir walked in his footsteps, including a visit to the cathedral 
in which he was baptized, where the same font is still used 
today. While at the church, the choir sang a Mozart work 
arranged for vocalists by Chamber Singers member, Hannah 
Lambertz. This was an exciting occurrence for Hannah, one 
that she found both surreal and exhilarating. The formal 
concert in Salzburg was at the Kollegienkirche, a venue which 
had a seven-second decay rate, making for a glorious ring 
for the choir’s slow, sustained repertoire. While the acoustics 
were wonderful, the heating system was not. The choir ladies 
donned scarves and still worked to get feeling back in their 
fingers and toes following the magnificent performance. The 
concert brought to a close the USD Chamber Singers’ first 
European excursion in ten years. If you ask any of the choristers, 
or members of the traveling party if they would consider 

the experience worthwhile, you would most definitely get a 
resounding “YES!” The week the choir spent abroad brought 
them closer to together as musicians and colleagues, and built 
friendships and memories that will last a lifetime. Each student 
walked away from their week with differing moments that 
inspired and educated, but every person who journeyed through 
these countries together developed an emotional bond and 
enlightened soul that only comes from traveling with a family 
that is the University of South Dakota Chamber Singers.
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Department of Music Alumni Information Form
Please send us information about your current activities. Due to printing deadlines, all such material must be received by July 1, 

2016 for the next issue. 

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

               
Last                                                                                                                          First                                                                                                    Maiden

Degree________________________________ Major Field _________________________________ Year Graduated_________

Email ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Personal News and Musical Activities

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Send to:  Information Coordinator  

 Department of Music      

 USD   – College of Fine Arts  Do you know of someone who

 414 East Clark St.  is not receiving this newsletter?                   

 Vermillion, SD 57069-2390  Please send us their name and address.

Yes! I want to support the Department of Music 
Please apply my gift to:

___College of Fine Arts STARS Fund–Music

___Vocal scholarship            

___Instrumental scholarship

___Ensemble support (indicate specific ensemble) 
  
 ______________________________________
 

If preference is not specified above, the entire gift will be 
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Card # ___________________________________ Exp. Date (MM/YY)_________
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Mail to: The University of South Dakota Foundation
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Make a gift online at:  
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When you provide a check as payment, you authorize the USD Foundation either to use information from 
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