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Dear Alumni and Friends,

While autumn is often characterized as time of dormancy, for a university campus 
it is a time of rebirth. As we close out one calendar year and begin anew, it is also a 
time to reflect with gratitude for the experiences and the people who have enriched 
our days.

In August we welcomed more than 6,000 undergraduate students to campus for 
the new school year. It is awesome to witness the transformation of eager, anxious 
incoming freshmen into enthusiastic, confident returning upper classmen. I am 
grateful for the opportunity to work with the many dynamic and gifted individuals 
enrolled at USD. In this issue you’ll have the opportunity to learn about one of 
them, now graduated, Wyatt Pickner ’14 who is making an impact improving 
health care for Native Americans.

We said farewell to beloved members of the USD family, welcomed new ones 
aboard and celebrated the success of alumni around the world. After a season 
of defeating four-time national champs NDSU and achieving his 200th career 
victory, Head Football Coach Joe Glenn ’71, ’75 announced his retirement and  
we welcomed Coach Bob Nielson as his successor. We mourn the passing of 
former Dean of Fine Arts Dr. Wayne Knutson ’51, but are grateful to have had his 
friendship and support. In this issue we also introduce you to two other alumni 
who are charting unique, successful paths near and far.

We also remember the many occasions we shared together with alumni from 
around the country. Seeing Coyotes of all ages coming together to share their 
memories, show their pride and to maintain a lifetime bond to USD has been 
gratifying—not to mention a whole lot of fun!

We look forward to seeing you in the new year, to sharing your successes and 
hearing of your gratitude for what USD has meant to you.

The Onward campaign for South Dakota continues. If you have not made a 
commitment, I encourage you to thoughtfully consider your support. Together 
we’re stronger.

With warm Coyote regards,

Kersten Johnson, ’87 B.A.
Executive Director
USD Alumni Association 

About the USD Alumni Association

Established in 1889, the mission of the USD Alumni Association is to maintain 
a lifelong connection among alumni and friends, to inspire service, leadership, 
tradition and expressions of loyalty and support of the University of South Dakota.
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AROUND CAMPUS

THREE
Given President’s
RESEARCH  

AWARDS

The University of South Dakota has awarded grants for 
outstanding research to three faculty members who were chosen 
by external reviewers for their research accomplishments, 
publications and grant success. Each award recipient received a 
$3,000 grant and a plaque.
 Candidates were reviewed based on past and current research 
accomplishments—including criteria such as publications, 
presentations, successful grantsmanship, peer reviewer experience, 
maintenance of an active graduate or undergraduate program 

and being conferred other competitive research awards. The 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship award further required that the 
winner demonstrate innovative thinking or research findings that 
had promising commercial potential as well as a concept that had 
progressed beyond the theoretical stage to the applied stage. 
 “Research is an essential component of USD’s mission and one 
of many ways USD contributes to the economic development of 
the state,” said James W. Abbott, USD president. 

Z. Rick Wang, Ph.D., was given 
the President’s Award for Research 
Excellence: New-Mid Career Faculty. 
A tenure-track assistant professor of 
chemistry, Wang works primarily with 
inorganic chemistry while actively 
mentoring his post-docs, graduate and 
undergraduate students. His research 
has received recognition from a variety 
of distinguished organizations; The 
Journal of the American Chemical Society 
has circulated his findings, and last year 
the National Science Foundation (NSF) 
awarded him a $650,000 grant.  
Amidst his work and research, Wang 
stays active in all the chemistry field’s 
major research programs.

The President’s Award for Research 
Excellence: Established Faculty was 
given to Yuhlong Lio, Ph.D. Lio is a 
tenured mathematical sciences professor 
who demonstrates a consistent record of 
publication, particularly in international 
peer-reviewed journals; his work has been 
circulated more than 50 times by such 
press. External agencies such as the NSF 
have sought his scholarly expertise on 
proposals and international conferences, 
and he has served as editor for various 
prestigious journals—some of which 
invite him to review manuscripts. His 
work includes theoretical, pure, applied, 
industrial and medical mathematics, as 
well as computational skills for the field. 

The President’s Award for Research 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship was 
bestowed on Grigoriy Sereda, Ph.D. 
Sereda is a tenured professor of chemistry 
whose work focus is chiefly organic. His 
abilities have allowed for development 
of diverse and valuable research 
collaborations within both the university 
and South Dakota. The professor is 
presently working with the biomedical 
sciences faculty in the Sanford School  
of Medicine and the Biomedical 
Engineering (BME) Program in  
Sioux Falls, as well as a Siouxland Smiles 
dental, on multiple projects. In addition, 
his work has resulted in the receipt of 
personal and department awards.

Yuhlong Lio, Ph.D.Grigoriy Sereda, Ph.D.

Z. Rick Wang, Grigoriy Sereda and Yuhlong Lio

Z. Rick Wang, Ph.D.



NEW FACES

LTC Michelle Bunkers was 
named chair of USD’s Department 
of Military Science in August 2015. 
The Dell Rapids, South Dakota, 
native has returned to campus 
with 22 years of U.S. Army service 
under her belt; Bunkers graduated 
from USD’s ROTC program in 
1993 with an English major and a 

military science minor. Her M.S. in strategic intelligence is 
from National Defense Intelligence University (2010) and her 
duty stations include Stuttgart, Germany; Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona; Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Presidio of Monterey 
and MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, with deployments 
including a tour in Iraq and two tours in Afghanistan.

Donald R. Easton-Brooks, Ph.D. 
has been named dean of the School of 
Education at the University of South 
Dakota. Easton-Brooks spent two 
years at Eastern Oregon University as 
a professor and dean of the Colleges 
of Business and Education. He is a 
1988 graduate of Greenville College in 
Greenville, Illinois, with a bachelor’s 

degree in sociology, a master’s degree in early childhood special 
education from the University of Colorado at Denver and a 
doctorate in education leadership and innovation from UC-
Denver. Easton-Brooks’ research and scholarship includes urban 
education, ethnic-matching of students and teachers, minority 
education and teacher diversity. Professionally, he has been a 
member of the American Educational Research Association, 
the National Association for Multicultural Education and the 
National Black Child Development Institute.

AROUND CAMPUS

MILITARY SCIENCESCHOOL OF EDUCATION

In-State Tuition for Out-of-State Coyotes

Qualification is simple: incoming freshmen or 
transfer students can pay the in-state tuition 
rate if a parent or legal guardian received 
a degree from USD, making a world-class 
education even more affordable.

See www.usd.edu/childofalumni 
for further details.

Children of USD alumni can now attend 
the university for in-state tuition, 
even if they don’t live in South Dakota. 

http://www.usd.edu/childofalumni
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David Gilbertson received his juris 
doctor degree from the USD School of 
Law in 1975. Currently serving his  
fourth consecutive four-year term, the 
South Dakota Supreme Court Justice 
has put his education to honorable use. 
In 1972, he received an undergraduate 
degree from South Dakota State 
University and came to Vermillion for 
law school. Positions in private practice 
and circuit courts followed his education 
and led to his current Supreme Court 
seat. Multiple committees, such as the 
South Dakota Judges Association, have 
also been under his direction. Gilbertson 
has received various awards honoring his 
defense of judicial independence, such as 
the Distinguished Service Award from 
the National Center for State Courts in 
2006 and the American Bar Association’s 
“Grass Roots” Award in 2014. The 
Sisseton, South Dakota native’s reputation 
is founded in a solid USD law education 
that has helped develop both a just court 
system and respected career.

John Hallenbeck, chief of the 
Stroke Branch at the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and Stroke 
(NINDS), graduated from USD with 
his B.S.M.D. in 1964. He then finished 
his medical degree at the University of 
Pennsylvania and began his career at the 
University of Michigan; there he took 
on a medical internship and neurology 
residency. Hallenbeck next entered the 
United States Navy and worked at the 
Naval Medical Research Institute until 
becoming chief of its neurology training 
program from 1983 until 1991, when 
he was appointed chief of the NINDS 
Stroke Branch. Over the course of his 
career, the board certified neurologist 
has become trusted as an expert on brain 
injuries, diseases of the central nervous 
system and cerebral arteries, and more. 
In recognition of his work, honors such 
as the American Stroke Association’s 
Thomas Willis Award (2011) and the 
Mihara Cerebrovascular Disorder 
Research prize have been awarded to him.

Susan Tuve attended USD as an 
anthropology major from 1965–67. 
Though she finished her degree at the 
University of Minnesota, the Vermillion 
native’s loyalty remained rooted to 
the community and her Coyote years. 
Following graduation, she worked in 
finance with the First National Bank 
of Minneapolis and for different trust 
companies until retiring from the field 
in 2001; it was then she came back to 
Vermillion. However, even from afar, 
she volunteered much of her time to the 
university. She aided in initiating the 
Twin Cities USD alumni lunch club 
while living in Minneapolis, served on 
the USD scholarship committee and 
Foundation board of directors, and has 
been an escort for the Chamber Singers 
tour. She became the USD Foundation’s 
senior director of planned giving in 
2005. Together, Tuve and her husband, 
Doug, reside in Vermillion and continue 
to actively support and stay involved with 
the university. 

Alumni Achievement Award winners David Gilbertson, Susan Tuve and John Hallenbeck  
with USD President James W. Abbott, second from left.

2015 ALumnI AchIEvEmEnT AwARDS





y his own admission, as a high 
schooler, Wyatt Pickner was 
uncertain of his life’s direction. 

 What he did know, though, is that he wanted to make a 

difference in the way Native Americans were able to access  

health care. 

 As a whole, Native Americans face significant health 

problems such as diabetes, alcoholism and high infant mortality 

rates. Their struggle for quality health care accessibility has been 

marked by decades of neglect and scarce resources. Tensions 

between Native traditions and modern medicine have resulted in 

compromised Native American health nationwide. 

 It’s a circumstance Pickner was not unfamiliar with. He’s an 

enrolled member of the Hunkpati Dakota/Crow Creek Sioux 

Tribe, located in central South Dakota along the northern and 

eastern shores of the Missouri River. He was raised in Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota, among many immediate and extended 

family members—one of whom is a practicing doctor of internal 

medicine, Lorenzo Stars, M.D., a 1984 graduate of the USD 

Sanford School of Medicine. His mother, a Sanford intensive 

care employee for more than 20 years, certainly was a powerful 

influence for him as well. 

 “Lorenzo was a big role model for me,” said Pickner of his 

uncle. “Growing up, I saw how people went to him for help. He 

was always there for others, and he knows how to communicate 

with audiences. I admired that quality in him.”

 Upon graduation from Lincoln High School in 2008, Pickner 

enrolled at the University of South Dakota. The hands-on 

involvement he discovered there would turn out to be the 

catalyst that would help set him on the path of medical research. 

Pieces began to fit together for Pickner as he found himself 

more and more immersed in the culture USD offered—the 

opportunities to engage in leadership, research and friendship.

 But no one, including Pickner, knew exactly how his life  

would unfold.

 Although he hadn’t declared a major upon setting foot on 

USD’s campus as a freshman, it didn’t take him long to forge his 

way into health sciences. His academic advisor for about a year 

and a half, Audrey Ticknor, helped guide Pickner to what he  

really wanted. 

Advancing  
Native Health 
Outcomes

  Wyatt Pickner ’14 finds research pathway at USD

   By Kim Lee

 B
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 “Wyatt started in the Medical Lab Science program but 
found that Health Sciences was more interesting to him than 
clinical lab work would be,” Ticknor explained. “When we first 
discussed a research pathway, I don’t think he was very sure 
about the idea, but he tried it and found that it really was what  
he had been searching for.”
 “I had this big awakening,” said Pickner, who earned a  
B.A. in American Indian studies and a B.S. in health sciences.  
“I realized I didn’t have to be in a clinical research setting to 
make a difference. I could focus on understanding cellular  
and molecular mechanisms that underlie a disease or disease 
process instead.”
 His first involvement in research was in the summer between 
his sophomore and junior years, via the Sanford Summer 
Undergraduate Research Experience (SURE). SURE exposed 
Pickner to a different side of research—one that got him 
involved in biomedical research and epidemiology. He also 
completed a public health internship with RISE-UP, a program 
of the Kennedy Krieger Institute and a partner with USD’s 
Center for Disabilities. 
 Jill Weimer, Ph.D., a former professor of Pickner’s and 
current director of the Children’s Health Research Center at 
Sanford Research, said, “Rather than going into college with his 
mind made up on what he wanted to do, Wyatt made sure to 
participate in as many research and educational opportunities as 
came his way to help him decide on what he wanted to do career 
wise. It helped Wyatt narrow down his true passion of public 
health research.” 
 “When Wyatt found research, his personality seemed to 
grow bigger and better,” added Kay Rasmussen, assistant 
professor of medical laboratory science. “He took on additional 
responsibilities and began to fully immerse his efforts into the 
public health arena. It was truly a transformation in my opinion. 

Wyatt probably didn’t realize his skills at organizing events until 
put into the position of doing them but he is very good at it.”
 Perhaps equally as influential as all his research was  
Tiospaye, USD’s Native student organization, for which  
Pickner served as president for two years. Tiospaye, which  
means “extended family,” encourages Native and non-Native 
students to get involved in activities and promotes Native life  
on campus. During Pickner’s tenure, the modest events held  
by Tiospaye evolved into larger events, eventually developing  
into USD’s Native Student Weekend. Pickner was a key player  
in the evolution of that weekend that brings hundreds of  
Native students, Native alumni and tribal members to campus 
each spring.
 Tiospaye was a springboard that helped Pickner realize he 
could be a leader, a voice for others on a large scale. “I don’t  

know if I would have had as 
much inspiration to do that 
type of thing if not for my 
involvement in it,” he revealed. 
“I was proactive in finding 
opportunities, which really 
enhanced my time at USD.”

 Even outside the scope of Tiospaye, Pickner devoted much 
time supporting the growing movement of Native student 
activities at the university. The Wawokiya mentoring program, 
a function of USD’s TRIO office, is an educational outreach 
program designed to support students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. His first year at USD, Pickner was a mentee in it; 
then, as a mentor for the next four years, he helped incoming 
freshman and transfer student acquaint themselves with campus 
and transition into college life. 
 “My participation in the Wawokiya mentoring program was a 
very meaningful experience,” he mused. “I had the opportunity 

Pickner at Sanford Research Pickner discusses a project with Susan Puumala, Ph.D.  
and Jill Weimer, Ph.D., two of his mentors
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to get to know incoming students and interact with them in 
academic and social settings. There were many who had ups 
and downs throughout the school year, but we always had the 
support of the mentoring program to keep us on track. In fact, it 
became more like a second family. Even after graduation, I have 
continued multiple friendships with those who I mentored as 
well as those who mentored me.”
 USD’s Native Student Services is another area Pickner became 
heavily involved in. A few years ago, as USD explored the idea 
of starting a center for diversity, a place where students of all 
backgrounds could gather, Pickner was a proactive student voice. 
In advocating for the Center for Diversity and Community, 
Pickner was outspoken about the need for the center, and he was 
able to rally students around it. The center opened in November 
2014 and provides a gathering place for all students.
 According to Jesus Treviño, Ph.D., associate vice president for 
diversity at USD, many of these accomplishments wouldn’t have 
reached the level of success they have without Pickner’s efforts. 
Trevino said he was instrumental in the multicultural leadership 
retreat started three years ago at USD, as well as the Voices 
of Discovery (VOD) program, where students from various 
backgrounds engage in intergroup dialogues related to diversity, 
and regarding the issues of gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, 
class, disability status and other salient social identities. 
 “Those are all big programs,” Treviño explained, “and he led 
the group year-round.”
 The Diversity Symposium, an event to bring together student 
groups for a day of educational and cultural awareness and to 
promote positive intergroup relations on campus, was also a 
project of Pickner’s, along with fellow student Morgan Catlett.
 “USD is a diverse campus, and it’s important to bring 
awareness to any issues that come up,” Pickner explained. 
“Whether it’s on a community, regional or national level, 
students need to be well informed about diversity. More 
importantly, the symposium was a student-driven  
initiative that was meant to reach out to the campus  
to tell our stories as diverse populations and engage others  
in a meaningful discussion.” 

 “It’s a gift that he’s left the USD community,” Treviño said. 
“He’s a natural born leader; he rolls up his sleeves and leads by 
example. He was never afraid to get his hands dirty and get 
things done. He leaves behind a legacy that leads to our goal  
of inclusive excellence at USD. We have a long legacy of Native 
students who have left their mark here at USD, and he is one  
of them.”
 According to Pickner, all this involvement helped him excel  
as much as his skills benefitted the organizations. 
 “Being involved helped me to grow my leadership and 
communication skills,” he said. “I learned how to interact  
with different groups of people who had different experiences. 
It also took a lot of time, and so it also taught me to manage my 
time effectively.”  
 Time management is important in his current position as a 
research associate at Sanford Research, where he juggles several 
research studies at any given time. The Collaborative Research 
Center for American Indian Health (CRCAIH), a grant 
focusing on improving the health of native communities, is one 
of his latest major projects. It’s no small undertaking; there are  
three projects tied into the five-year grant. With it, Pickner was 
granted the opportunity to work on an emergency department 
Use and Care in American Indian Children project, a cause near 
to his heart. 
 The CRCAIH project is complex, with no less than 25 
working components and many community partners. Among 
other tasks, Pickner conducts focus groups in tribal communities 
across South Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota, and then 
shares findings with community leaders or presents the results 
at local, regional and national conferences. The goal is to build 
research infrastructure and capacity in those communities so 
they can perform their own research.
 “What I really like about the study is that it’s community-
based participatory research,” he revealed. “The reports we 
generate are specific to a city, and we are able to tell residents 
what we find and use those reports at stakeholder meetings.”  
 Pickner is passionate about making real impacts in a 
timeframe where he can see direct results. “I want to make my 

‘He’s a natural born leader; he rolls up his sleeves and leads by example.  
He was never afraid to get his hands dirty and get things done. He leaves 
behind a legacy that leads to our goal of inclusive excellence at USD.’

             —Jesus Treviño
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work sustainable,” he explained. “I’ve tried to lay a foundation 
so that others can build on it. I want to be purposeful and create 
a platform for others to continue improving care, in all areas of 
health care, not just ER.”
 Pickner’s supervisor is Susan Puumala, Ph.D., scientist in the 
Center for Health Outcomes and Prevention Research at  
Sanford Research and associate professor at the USD Sanford 
School of Medicine in the departments of Pediatrics and  
Internal Medicine. 
 “Wyatt is a very dedicated employee, and so good at so many 
things,” Puumala said. “He excels at engaging individuals in 
research projects and maintaining connections. Wyatt’s skills, 
ability, and work are on a very high level, much higher than 
would be indicated by his years of experience. He is passionate 
about working to eliminate disparities in health care and to 

help the next generation of students to consider health care and 
research careers to further this work.”
 For all his impressive accomplishments at the young age of 
25, Pickner won’t be satisfied with the status quo. He plans to 
get advanced degrees—first, a Master of Public Health, then on 
for a doctorate in a social and behavioral science. “I want to work 
with Native communities, improving health in general, but also 
in cancer prevention. I’ve seen families deal with chronic family 
experiences. Research has the ability to help combat that. I want 
to embrace health promotion—healthy behaviors and habits.”
 According to Ticknor, Pickner will go far in this endeavor.
 “We are very proud of Wyatt and all that he has accomplished 
since he graduated,” she stated. “We expect that he will continue 
to do important work for South Dakota to address some of the 
long term existing health concerns of the Native populations.”

‘ I’ve tried to lay a foundation so that others can build on it. I want to be 
purposeful and create a platform for others to continue improving care,  
in all areas of health care, not just ER.’

                                                                                                   —Wyatt Pickner
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 The University of South Dakota has made tremendous 

strides in readying graduates such as Pickner to make an 

impact on the world by incorporating diversity and dialogue 

into campus life over the last couple of decades.

 In what has become a campus tradition, the first Building 

Bridges Conference was held in 1997, starting as a dream of 

two clinical psychology graduate students who believed 

that to encourage Native American Youth to persist in their 

education, there needed to be a bridge built between their 

traditions and the traditions of higher education. 

 Since 2003, the USD Office of Admissions has partnered 

with the Building Bridges committee to encourage Native 

American high school students to attend the conference. In 

2010, Admissions initiated Native student visit weekend to 

correspond with the Bridges Conference, Native American 

Alumni Banquet and the annual USD Wacipi. Pickner 

and fellow student Morgan Catlett were instrumental in 

launching the annual Native Alumni Banquet, working  

closely with the USD Alumni Association to bring Native 

alumni and current Native students together to share 

experiences and encouragement. 

 Providing students an opportunity to recognize the 

accomplishments of Native alumni as well as for alumni to 

witness what Tiospaye does continues to be an important 

part of campus life, and it’s something Pickner understands 

firsthand. “Interacting with people who have different 

backgrounds and experiences is incredibly important 

because it allows students to get a better understanding of 

cultures and parts of the world they may never otherwise 

see,” he explained. “It also provides an opportunity to 

educate on cultural history, protocols and communication.”

Native activities  
build confidence
Armed with two bachelor’s degrees from USD— 
in American Indian studies and in health 
sciences—Wyatt Pickner ’14 was well-prepared  
to make a difference; getting to that point was  
a journey in itself. 
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Becca Jordre never expected to become an expert on geriatric 
wellness, although she was inspired at an early age to pursue 
a career in health care. That desire delivered her as a student 
to USD, and later to work as a physical therapist, teacher, and 
scientist, including serving senior citizens competing at state and 
national athletic competitions. 
 As a youngster growing up in Mankato, Minnesota, Jordre 
was influenced when she saw a physical therapist portrayed 
in a movie. “At the age of 15,” she recalled, “I thought that 
doing that sort of work would be a useful and fun thing to do.” 
Shortly after that Jordre found herself needing professional care 

for a back problem, and her positive rehabilitation experience 
reinforced her interest in physical therapy. 
 Jordre’s path has been on a progressive, upward trajectory 
since then. She completed her undergraduate degree in 
psychology at USD in 1999, with a plan to continue her studies 
in physical therapy. At the time there were only four DPT 
(doctor of physical therapy) programs in the country, and Jordre 
was accepted into Duke University. Jordre left Duke and North 
Carolina after completing her education there, returning to her 
home state to practice physical therapy from 2002 to 2007 in 
Bemidji, Minnesota. She followed that with a two-year stint that 

Keeping Seniors in the Game
Becca Jordre champions the values  
of fitness and exercise for older adults    By Peter Carrels

Science tells us that the risks of inactivity 
far outweigh the risks of staying active. 
These senior athletes make it happen 
in the field. They really break down our 
stereotypes of typical aging. I love that!

                         — Becca Jordre, DPT



offered her management experience and more time practicing at 
a regional PT clinic in Madison, Minnesota. 
 Jordre found the work of healing to be highly gratifying, but 
she also learned through her supervisory work that helping less 
experienced therapists was another aspect of her professional life 
she found rewarding. “I discovered,” said Jordre, “that I really 
liked teaching and mentoring.” Returning to USD and joining 
the physical therapy faculty gave her the opportunity to fulfill 
a wider range of personal goals, especially her desire to instruct 
and guide students. 

 Lana Svien, Ph.D., chair of USD’s Department of Physical 
Therapy, encouraged the young instructor to find a niche of 
expertise in the physical therapy field. “She suggested geriatrics, 
and that made a great deal of sense to me,” Jordre explained.  
“As a licensed PT I had worked with patients of all ages, and  
I always enjoyed working with older patients.” To fulfill this  
role on the faculty Jordre studied to become board certified as  
a geriatric specialist. 
 As Jordre began teaching the geriatric portion of the PT 
curriculum at USD, her interest in matters related to older adults 
grew deeper and more sophisticated. “In my studies and through 
my teaching I became fascinated with health issues related to  
older adults,” said Jordre. 
 In 2009 Jordre took her interest and scholarship to the 
front lines of geriatric fitness. She and several of her students 
attended a local Senior Games competition, offering free health 
screenings to a demographic of older adults already possessing 
a strong awareness about personal health. Jordre was surprised 
and disappointed at the interest in her service. With hundreds 
of competitors present only two people took advantage of the 
opportunity to be tested for strength, balance and other physical 
characteristics. “One was a groundskeeper at the facility,” 
recalled Jordre, laughing. “The other was an actual athlete.” 
 The following year an undaunted Jordre again visited a Senior 
Games event, and she brought along a more refined fitness screen 
that was better suited to the high functioning competitors she 
would encounter. This time she and several of her students 
administered a number of screenings. It appeared that word 
was spreading among the competitors that this new service was 
relevant, informative and worthwhile. 
 As time passed the close-knit community of senior athletes 
continued to circulate positive reports about the service being 
offered by Jordre and her students from USD. The National 
Senior Games Association also noticed, and they requested  
and promoted Jordre’s presence at competitions. As a result, 
the USD screenings booth at the 2011 National Senior Games 
in Houston was buzzing with activity. By then Jordre had 
developed a formal screening procedure called the Senior  
Athlete Fitness Exam (SAFE). 
 The evolution of SAFE, explained Jordre, hinged on several 
factors. She wanted to administer a screening process without 
“fancy” equipment. “Everything we need to conduct the 
screenings can be found in a typical PT clinic,” Jordre said. 
“These are tools we use every day.” The tests, she explained, also 
needed to be rigorous enough to challenge competitive senior 
athletes, but simple enough to not pose unnecessary risks or 
injury. Each screening lasts about 20 minutes.
 Working at the National Senior Games is intense but 
enjoyable, Jordre reported. Attracting up to 10,000 athletes from 

 Jordre’s service and research has been a catalyst 
for us, encouraging our organization to re-orient 
and add to our focus. We are known for the 
National Senior Games and competitions. Now 
we’re including health and wellness for aging 
people as a big part of our mission.

—Marc T. Riker, CEO 
National Senior Games Association

  I think this project has the potential to make 
a real difference, not only in the lives of senior 
athletes but all older adults and the providers 
who are training to care for them. 

—Becca Jordre, DPT 
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across the country, the bustling extravaganza is held every other 
year for nearly two weeks at a host city that is rotated throughout  
the country. 
 The screenings administered by Jordre and the students 
involve tests for cardiovascular risk factors, strength, balance and 
flexibility. Specific evaluations include measuring grip strength, 
sit-to-stand tests, range of motion, walking speed, one-foot 
balance variations, vitals and comparing the measurements of 
a subject’s waist and hips. This inventory of assessments helps 
Jordre and other researchers track and predict injury risks, define 
healthy standards and develop norms for senior athletes.
 Jordre explained that the tests are “observational” and that 
no treatments are administered. “We do share test results with 
the athletes,” she noted, “and they learn where they stand 
relative to their peers.” This process, explained Jordre, provides 
increased health awareness to senior athletes that can help them 
stay healthy. “It also helps us learn more about a very unique 
population,” she said.
 Jordre’s students benefit from real-world experience by 
administering the tests and interacting with older adults. “They 

gain experience with a unique population,” Jordre described, 
“and I think it changes their views on aging.” 
 When not serving and assessing senior athletes Jordre 
continues exposing her students to geriatric patients. For 
example, she regularly accompanies them to Vermillion-area 
nursing homes, showing students a variety of basic, though 
challenging, tasks like helping residents get out of bed. “We give 
them real-world experience,” explained Jordre. “We emphasize 
whole-person applications because as therapists we have the 
opportunity to spend significant time with residents. That means 
we can pick up on things like depression and other undetected 
health conditions. We cannot treat all of these things, of course, 
but the students learn how to look for and seek out certain 
things, in addition to the physical therapy work we do, and then 
we can refer the patient to the right expert.”
 Jordre’s work with senior athletes has yielded important 
revelations. One of the objectives of her screenings and the 
questions posed to senior athletes during those screenings is to 
determine the preponderance of falls suffered by senior athletes 
during their regular day-to-day activities, and compare that rate 

 Becca Jordre’s ascension as an accomplished researcher and scientist has 
been aided at USD by Will Schweinle, Ph.D., associate professor in USD’s 
physician assistant studies program, and director of research development 
for the USD School of Health Sciences. “Will has mentored me in matters 
related to research,” said Jordre. “He has been instrumental in helping me 
assemble and present my research.”

Students in USD’s Physical  
Therapy program are deeply  
involved in Becca Jordre’s  
screenings and research. 

Far left – Students Jennifer Hall  
and Scott Swanson conduct tests  
on a senior athlete. 

Left – Student Caitlin Vance 
confers with a senior athlete about 
the results of his screening.

Will Schweinle, Ph.D.



to the falls experienced by non-athletes who are seniors. 
 “Falling down is epidemic among people older than 65, with 
approximately one in three suffering a fall,” said Jordre. “And 
falls are a serious concern, as they can cause a significant decline 
in function and often death.” 
 Using her research, Jordre seeks to prove that by being active, 
as senior athletes are, the rate of falls decreases. “Too many 
seniors lead sedentary lives,” Jordre explained. “We want to 
highlight to seniors the health advantages of being active.”
 Jordre is concerned that Americans do not find it unusual or 
unacceptable for older adults to stop exercising. “Culturally,” she 
warned, “we seemingly think it is acceptable to stop exercising as 
you get older.” That mindset, Jordre noted, is counterproductive 
for many seniors. “We are learning that exercise for seniors does 
more than help control weight gain. We have found that senior 
athletes have lower levels of diabetes than the general population, 
and they seem to suffer less from depression and anxiety. The 
fact is we don’t know all the benefits of exercise for seniors. But 
it does seem clear that senior athletes demonstrate not only lower 
fall rates but overall better physical fitness than their peers.” 
 Jordre’s growing expertise has attracted attention from 
physical therapists and other health care providers from across 
the country. She now trains PTs to perform and interpret the 
SAFE test, presents to national, regional and local groups 
about geriatric fitness and her research, and works closely with 
those who oversee and manage the National Senior Games. 
Her research findings have been published in a variety of 
publications, and she makes sure her students are actively 
engaged with her while working on research papers as well as 
assisting during presentations. 
 National Senior Games’ CEO Marc Riker is thrilled to have 
Jordre working closely with his organization and the athletes  

who compete in the senior games. “You must understand that 
lots of people want access to the athletes at the senior games,” 
Riker explained. “We give Becca a spot right next to the 
registration area to conduct the screenings and interviews.  
That’s because Becca herself is impressive. And she’s very 
creditable. Her work and her research provide us with great 
tools. The education about wellness she provides is invaluable.” 
 Riker credits Jordre with providing the impetus for his 
organization’s renewed interest in health matters related to 
aging adults. “Jordre’s service and research,” he said, “has been 
a catalyst for us, encouraging our organization to re-orient and 
add to our focus. We are known for the National Senior Games 
and competitions. Now we’re including health and wellness for 
aging people as a big part of our mission.”
 In recognition of her groundbreaking research and 
screenings, extraordinary mentorship of USD’s PT students, 
interprofessional interactions with her health sciences colleagues 
at USD, and her focused, productive scholarship, Jordre 
received the School of Health Sciences’ 2015 Faculty Research 
Achievement Award. In her nominating letter, physical therapy 
department head Lana Svien specifically cited Jordre’s dedication 
to geriatric wellness and research, her ability to establish a 
long-term and ongoing relationship with the National Senior 
Games organization, her teaching skills, and her willingness 
to include students in research projects. Svien emphasized that 
Jordre’s transition in only six years from working outside the 
academic community to being part of it was unusually rapid and 
impressive. “Her path to becoming a passionate scholar,” said 
Svien about Jordre, “is an inspiration for all clinicians entering 
the academic setting.”

Winter 2015/16     15

The screening procedure for senior athletes developed by Becca Jordre, 
called SAFE , is now being used by scientists and physical therapists at 
senior athletic events across the country.
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There are approximately seven billion people living on Earth, 
speaking almost 6,500 languages and belonging to any number  
of cultures—and one man means to bridge them all. 
 Joshua Watts is a 2008 University of South Dakota graduate 
who obtained his Master of Fine Arts degree in printmaking, 
which is the creation of original images on a surface such as 
paper, fabric, plastic or other material. 
 “The principle nature of art is a communication device that  
can bypass or supersede language,” he said. Now an assistant 
professor of printmaking at Zayed University in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, he uses that raw essence of art as the foundation  
for educational and personal exchange. 
 Life in such a distant, different culture has been quite an 
adventure, but it’s not his first. Art exhibitions have taken 

Watts around the globe since graduate school, introducing him 
to cultures as diverse as the locations themselves: New York, 
Budapest and Italy, to name a few. Each destination brings him 
to new audiences, and each of those brings new opportunities for 
creative expression. 
 “Language has a way of creating filters of preconceived 
notions and judgments,” he said. “So I’ve moved into using 
more symbolism and less text, because text requires the specific 
language of where you are.” His technique lifts the dialectal  
fog that may otherwise cloud viewers’ vision, which allows  
them to invest themselves purely in the art itself before deciding 
its meaning. 
 For his work, Watts uses methods such as gum dichromate 
(a multi-layered printing process) and screen printing (which 

The Art of Conversation
Joshua Watts ’08 uses art as a language all can understand
By Emily VanGerpen ’15

“The Diver (Home is Far)” detail is part of a solo exhibit, entitled Resonant Disclosures, on display  
at the University of Louisville’s Cressman Center for Visual Arts in Louisville, Kentucky. 
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creates pictures or patterns through a prepared screen), along 
with paints, sewing, carving, and other materials that inspire 
him. His newest bodies of work incorporate both solar- and 
viewer-activated lightboxes installed in public spaces throughout 
the world, documented through time-lapse videography. 
 Watts, almost eight years graduated, looks back on USD as 
the golden opportunity he never saw coming. The Pekin, Illinois 
native wasn’t even sure he wanted to go to college in the first 
place, and he had never considered pursuing art as a profession—
despite an inborn talent and lifelong passion for doing so.  
Even as a child, his hands were the tools that constructed  
visual representations of his thoughts and shaped his own  
private world. 
 “The first thing I remember making is a storybook about a 
boy who gets a dinosaur, about 10 pages long,” he said with a 
laugh; using pencils and crayons, he composed the book when 

he was 3 years old. “For a long time, though, my art wasn’t 
something I showed anyone else. Sharing it was something  
I had to be taught how to do.”
 But years passed before he considered art as something  
to share. Many of his younger years were spent making  
sketches and prints “just to do them” and taking art classes 
in high school. Not until then did he regularly distribute any 
original work.
 Where most of his peers would find leisurely reading, the 
young artist found inspiration: comic books. The writings 
and illustrations of English author Neil Gaiman, in particular, 
showed Watts how to engage people with complex issues and 
concepts in an entertaining way. Gaiman’s style shaped the  
teen’s understanding of art and inspired the creation of his  
own comics, at least 600 copies of which he sold to classmates 
and friends. 

 Even the comics’ popularity didn’t quite sway Watts to make 
his passion more than a pastime.
 But everything changed after he participated in the Mid-
American Scholastic Arts Awards, an exhibition held at Bradley 
University in Peoria, Illinois, just before finishing high school. 
More than 70 exhibitions later, he still recalls how it felt to have 
his work displayed for the first time. 
 “I remember not enjoying it very much!” he said. “At that 
point in my life, I still saw my artwork as something just for 
me and wasn’t quite sure how to cope with complete strangers 
engaging in what I was doing. This experience helped open my 
eyes to how others perceive my work.”
 It also opened the door to both a future and an adventure he 
couldn’t have anticipated. Judy Cowles, Watts’ high school art 
teacher, was one of the audience members present; she began 
speaking with the dean of the arts program at Bradley about her 

student’s work in her classes. A few days later, Watts was offered 
a full scholarship to the university. 
 He spent his undergraduate years at Bradley and graduated in 
2000 with a B.F.A. in printmaking and a minor in art history. 
During that time, Watts was nudged in the direction of pursuing 
a full-time artistic career, but it was still merely an abstract 
feeling. Summers in Alaska and winters in California became 
his routine for the five years following graduation before the 
wanderer chose graduate school as his next destination.
 That decision made, he next had to choose which institution 
would best suit his needs and abilities; the time off from school 
helped him discover a strong understanding of what he wanted 
to accomplish through further education. Watts knew he wanted 
to be a practicing artist who taught in a classroom environment 
while also having a studio space in which he could create his  
own work.

‘The principle nature of art is a 
communication device that can 
bypass or supersede language.’
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 Although USD met all of those needs, the school wasn’t even 
on his radar. He had applied to three other schools and had 
been accepted to two before a fortuitous encounter with Lloyd 
Menard, founder of the Frogman’s Print Workshop and former 
USD art professor. 
 The two met in Washington, D.C., at the 2005 Southern 
Graphics Council International Conference, and they began 
discussing graduate school options and what Watts wanted to 
do with his education. Menard mentioned USD both for the 
educational aspect and as the original site of the Frogman’s 
workshop where, each year, aspiring artists of all ages are taught  
by professionals from around the country. Their conversation 
ended with Watts agreeing to consider USD as an option. 
 Two weeks later, he made yet another life-changing and 
unexpected decision that shaped his career: he decided to  
become a Coyote. 
 Everything about the USD Fine Arts program was a perfect 
fit. From 2005–2008, the artist learned new skills about the 
profession while shaping those he naturally possessed. 
 “The educational experience prepared me for professional 
life,” said Watts. “It didn’t just show me how to graduate; it 
taught me how to use what I’d learned after graduation.”
 Cory Knedler, chair of USD’s art department, was Watts’ 
supporter from day one. Knedler was the first person Watts 
met in Vermillion; he helped the student move a couch into his 
house, and the two have been friends ever since. 
 More than a friend, Knedler was a mentor. He showed  
Watts not only how to share his art, but how to teach it—

something of immense value to Watts and that he says most 
schools don’t consider. Knedler’s support set the tone for the 
entire art department and made sure everyone felt welcome  
while becoming their best. 
 “Josh was a student who made the most of his time and 
connections at USD,” Knedler said of his friend. “He was always 
present in the department; day and night he made use of all our 
print facilities, including printmaking presses, screen printing 
and the digital lab.”
 Menard also impacted the young artist, more than by telling 
him where to go to school. The professor remained an active 
member of the art community even after retiring from USD and 
was always readily available for Watts. 
 The Frogman’s Workshops, in particular, brought the 
best opportunities for professional and personal growth that 
laid more and more stepping stones on Watts’ path to both 
graduation and success. Knedler cited his student’s dedication 
and unique printmaking techniques as having caught the eye 
of visiting artists, many of whom later invited Watts to their 
schools where he could reciprocate as a visiting artist with  
their students. 
 The role was an outlet for Watts to talk about his own work, 
present workshops on printmaking techniques and further his 
ability to interact with students. The man who never saw his art 
as a conversation piece, or even wanted to make it one, gradually 
made his way toward the well-versed presenter he remains today.
 “One of the many things USD does right is prepare students 
to educate,” he said. 

Above, Watts produces a print in his studio.
At right, he stands with part of a permanent installation, called 

Recursive Discourse, on display at FN Designs in Dubai. 
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 Those three years of graduate school made a lifetime of 
difference for the artist. He heard through Knedler of another 
alumnus who had taught in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
Then, during his last year of the program, Watts partook in 
visiting artist workshops along the East Coast and ended up 
staying with that alumnus; their encounter was enough to 
convince Watts he wanted to teach in the UAE as well. “It 
seemed like an adventure at the time,” he said. 
 Almost immediately after graduating in 2008 with his 
master’s degree in printmaking, the traveler took an assistant 
professorship with Zayed University. He began working that fall 
and has since fulfilled all the roles that impacted him so strongly 
throughout his education: art professor, practitioner and mentor. 
 Moving was nothing new for Watts; before coming to South 
Dakota, he had relocated himself almost every six months. Now, 
however, he’s been living in Dubai longer than he’s ever lived in 
any other place. As can be assumed, he’s met some challenges 
since moving there, but the biggest one was unexpected.
 “The hardest part is that I can’t watch the Chicago Bears play 
live,” he laughed. The cultural differences were never as big a 
challenge as he first anticipated. Everybody was welcoming and 
helped him adjust to the daily routines—especially his students, 
who he says have been teaching him as much as he has them. 
 Having learned from his own educational experience, Watts 
bases his teachings on the belief that students are much more 
influenced by actions than words. Following this is particularly 
important as he helps train the minds of up-and-coming talents 
in a culture that doesn’t have as much history in the professional 
art practice as his does.
 “I see myself in a role of great responsibility when it comes to 
bringing the highest level of education to my students,” he said. 
 Watts still travels for and participates in exhibits regularly 
which, in conjunction with teaching, have kept him satisfyingly 
busy; since his undergraduate years, he’s taken part in more  
than 70 group exhibitions and has completed 15 solo. However, 

he recognizes not just the importance of balancing teaching  
with personal practice, but the mutually beneficial relationship 
they have.
 “Art teaching and practice have to work together; fortunately, 
they do so really well,” he said. “It’s very invested work, but doing 
both at once keeps what I’m doing fresh. Without teaching and 
being able to feed off my students, I would really get in a rut.” 
 As someone who hesitated to join the artistic conversation, 
Watts is wasting no time in sharing his experience with those 
who have yet to find their creative voice—whether in the 
classroom or beyond. A recent undertaking with his personal 
practice has been lightboxes and infrared sensors, which are two 
ways of making his work interactive, site-specific and symbolic. 
 Lightboxes display a certain photo during the day while a 
solar-powered battery within the box charges; nighttime then 
causes the photo to light up but reveals additional information 
that changes the original image’s meaning. He also embeds 
infrared sensors in other photos and objects, and the sensors react 
and light up as viewers approach the object.
 By making the public part of an aesthetic exchange, Watts 
uses his work as more than the means to send his own message; 
he includes viewers as part of the conversation. And it all goes 
back to the sketches he started as a child. 
 “I think there are themes and ideas throughout all my work 
since it started—certain threads that have continued through,” 
he said. “It’s all part of the same journey; over the years I’ve just 
found a better way to communicate it.” 
 As for where the rest of the journey will take him, the artist 
isn’t sure. He’s happy where he is, though, and can see himself in 
that position for at least another 10 years. Dubai still feels like an 
adventure and, with so much going on, still has plenty to offer. 
Through his practice and teaching, Watts “just wants to spark 
something.” As the source of artistic inspiration and conversation 
across cultures, though, he already has. 

Solar-powered lightbox installations: “Mother and Child” in Dubai, UAE (left) and “Totem (Listen)” in Pekin, Illinois (right).
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University of South Dakota alumni care—about their school,  
its students, professors, the campus. Your generosity and that  
of nearly 13,000 other supporters will advance the traditions of  
quality and value for which USD, the state’s first public 
university, is known.
 Gifts large and small are creating opportunity for new 
generations through scholarships, student and faculty 
enrichment funds, endowed chairs and professorships, and  
new and renovated facilities. You are helping to secure the 
future of this state and nation.
 Think back to January 2014. We were just two months 
into the public phase of the USD Foundation’s $250 million 
Onward: The Campaign for South Dakota, which began during 
the 100th observance of Dakota Days. A highlight of that 
launch was the announcement that support by USD’s generous 
alumni and friends had brought the total raised to $135 
million—more than half the goal at the campaign’s halfway 
point. Amazing!
 And now, where are we one year later? There is more  
awe-inspiring news to report. 

 To those who have made a commitment to support the 
future of USD—we thank you. Know, too, that you have the 
gratitude of everyone on campus who has been touched by your 
willingness to assist in securing the future through education. 
Reaching the quarter of a billion dollar goal has—and will—
require the continued dedication and support of USD alumni 
and friends.

Onward by the numbers:

• Nearly 13,000 alumni and friends have touched 
the lives of USD students and faculty through the 
power of philanthropy.

• For more than 3,500 of those 13,000 donors, that 
commitment to the Onward campaign is their first 
gift to the university.

• Together those 13,000 donors bring the Onward 
campaign total to nearly 80 percent of the  

campaign goal. 

Go to www.onwardsd.org and check out the USD Foundation’s new website.

The numbers 
confirm it:
we’re moving 
Onward

Private philanthropy restored USD’s iconic Old Main to its former beauty 
and usefulness. Onward: The Campaign for South Dakota will provide 
scholarships, student and faculty enrichment funds, endowed chairs 
and professorships and new and renovated facilities for the future.

Your time, your energy, your generosity is making the difference. Onward!

http://www.onwardsd.org/


Collaboration—effective teamwork among agencies and service 

providers—is the future of health care. “We prepare students to 

work in interprofessional teams within integrated health systems, 

since health care delivered by a team leads to better patient 

outcomes and improved public health,” said School of Health 

Sciences Dean Michael Lawler, Ph.D.

 In the eight years since it was established, the University of 

South Dakota School of Health Sciences has implemented that 

approach with students in its 10 disciplines: addiction studies, 

dental hygiene, health sciences major, medical laboratory science, 

nursing, occupational therapy, physical therapy, physician 

assistant studies, public health and social work. 

 The school aims to:

• Transform health care education and workforce 

development to improve health and well-being throughout 

the region; and

• Develop highly-skilled health and human services 

professionals to provide outstanding patient care in 

interprofessional teams.

 There is, however, a challenge. While USD health  

sciences students learn together in some shared classrooms,  

the 10 programs are scattered across campus in an array  

of older buildings. 

 Bringing the programs together in a modern Health Sciences 

Building will, to the benefit of patients, advance interprofessional 

education and secure the school’s emerging position as a 

national leader in health care education. “We must update our 

classroom, laboratory and clinic facilities to keep pace with the 

unprecedented changes in health care so graduates are fully 

prepared to be exceptional health practitioners and leaders in 

their communities,“ Lawler explained.

 The USD Sanford School of Medicine and the School of 

Health Sciences educate most health professionals in the state, 

and an increasingly large number in the region. Programs have 

strong national reputations, with graduates’ national board 

passage rates above national standards. A building for the USD 

School of Health Sciences and its 10 disciplines will enhance 

collaboration and benefit all who seek care.

 To learn more, contact Dean Lawler at 605-658-6000 or 

Michael.Lawler@usd.edu.

New Health Sciences Facility  
Would Advance Future of Health Care

Quality health care is delivered by a team—physician, physician 
assistant, nurse, physical therapist, occupational therapist, medical 
laboratory scientist, counselor, dental hygienist, social worker and 
other health sciences professionals—working together. Students  
who learn in small-group collaborative settings are well prepared  
to deliver today’s patient-centered health care.

• Rural Health
• American Indian Health
• E-Health
• Genetics  
• Behavioral Health 
• Oral Health
• Interprofessional Practice and Education  
• Evidence-Based Practice
• Public Health

• Clinical Informatics (technology)
• Clinical and Non-Clinical Workforce
• Community Service (free clinics in 

Vermillion and throughout the region)
• Custom Programs and Research (to address 

emerging health issues)
• Service Learning
•  Geriatrics

USD, a national leader in health sciences education, annually enrolls 2,200 students. It offers 
associate, bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees. New facilities will allow development  
of new disciplines and specializations to meet emerging health care needs. Among them: 

mailto:Michael.Lawler@usd.edu
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Now a full-time community volunteer, Lorraine Hart, retired 
in 2006 after 22 years with Ameriprise Financial, most recently 
as vice president for investments. She graduated from USD 
with a bachelor of arts in mathematics. A trustee of the USD 
Foundation since 2007, she has served as a member of the board 
and investment committee since 2008. 
 Hollingsworth, who is a partner at Deloitte and Touche LLP, 
in Omaha, Nebraska, graduated from USD with a bachelor of 
science in accounting. A USD Foundation trustee since 2004, 
he has served on the audit committee and the board of directors 
since 2007. 
 Three new members joined the Foundation board:  
Joel Portice ’87, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, is chief executive 

officer at Intermedix Corp. A member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity, he received his B.S. in criminal justice. He has been  
a Foundation trustee since 2012. 
 Ryan Taylor ’95 criminal justice and ’99 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, is an attorney/partner with Cutler Law Firm LLP. 
A member of Beta Theta Pi fraternity, he has been a trustee since 
2005 and has served on the USD Foundation audit committee 
since 2013. 
 Sylvia Wagner ’71, Lees Summit, Missouri, was an  
executive vice president with Assurant Employee Benefits  
prior to retirement. A member of Chi Omega Sorority, she 
earned a B.A. in English. She has served as a trustee since 1998.

Lorraine Hart is a leader to follow. Her understanding of 
the power of a liberal arts education and commitment to the 
University of South Dakota prompted her to pass along the 
opportunity she found as a student in Vermillion. 
     Months into her two-year term as chair of the USD 
Foundation Board of Directors, she looks back on her years  
as a student. “It was important for the academics, but the 
liberal arts also encourage students to grow and learn about 
themselves and become better citizens and better people.”
 In addition to gaining the knowledge and skills needed for 
a successful career in the financial industry, she says, “I learned 
how to become a better thinker.”
 That, she says, begins with active listening. “A sociology 
professor told us, ‘That will help you develop awareness and 
make you a more active participant.’ ”
 Those last two words describe Hart’s association with the  
USD Foundation. 
 She cites its $250 million Onward: The Campaign for 
South Dakota as a major reason for her enthusiasm for leading 

the organization. The Foundation’s mission is to provide 
private resources for the university to increase the excellence 

of students’ educational experience. “Each of the campaign 
priorities—scholarships, student and faculty enrichment, 
endowed chairs and professorships and new and renovated 
facilities—is vital to the future of the university.”
 Hart’s vision for her time in office is to foster a deepening 
relationship between the Foundation, Alumni Association  
and the university itself. “We’re stronger together,” she says.
 That will result in reaching the ambitious goal of the 
Onward campaign, and in turn, bolster the quality of education 
at USD and make it available to more talented students. 
 “I view this as a group effort,” she says. “At the end of 
two years, we’ll step back and say we all contributed to the 
university in a deeper way.”

The power of unity: Moving USD Onward

USD Foundation Elects New Leaders, Members
Lorraine Hart Sylvia WagnerRyan TaylorJoel PorticeRobert Hollingsworth

New leaders of the University of South Dakota Foundation board of directors are  
Lorraine Hart ’73, chair and Robert Hollingsworth ’91, vice chair. 

‘We’re stronger together.’ —Lorraine Hart
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Do you remember your first semester at the University of  
South Dakota?
 “I was homesick. There’s a huge difference between  
high school and college. It was really stressful, and a long  
drive home.” 
 Took the words right out of your mouth? That’s Clay 
Hoffman, of Winner, South Dakota, who graduated from  
USD in May 2015 with a political science degree.
 While the details vary, that first-year away-from-home 
emotional rollercoaster still churns through campus dorms  
and residences. It takes courage to leave the familiar behind.
  “I talked about transferring at winter break,” Hoffman 
remembers.
 But thanks to a Coyote Commitment Scholarship, the 
support of professors and his Phi Delta Theta fraternity 
brothers, he didn’t. 
 And by the end of his freshman year, “USD was home.” 
 Home, because like many before him, Hoffman pushed 
himself to seek an active role in campus life. As a freshman, 
he was elected to represent the College of Arts & Sciences on 
the Student Government Association (SGA). Then in 2013, 
sophomore Hoffman was elected SGA vice president with 
junior Erik Muckey as president. 
 Their platform was diversity, inclusiveness and improving 
community relations—qualities, maintains one of his favorite 
professors, that characterize political science major Hoffman. 
“I’ve never met a young man who so consistently 
pays attention to other’s feelings,” says Mary Pat 
Bierle. “He really cares about people.”
 And about the University of South Dakota. 
 See if Hoffman’s description echoes your own: 
“It’s big enough so that you can meet someone 
new every month—and small enough so you 
always know someone.”

 USD also opens doors to the future. 
 “I nag students to get out of the 
classroom and into the professional 
world,” Bierle says. “They learn lessons 
they cannot possibly learn from a 
textbook or in a classroom.”
 With Bierle’s encouragement, 
Hoffman interned with the South 
Dakota Farmers Union (June–August 
2013), in the office of the Secretary of 
the U.S. Senate (June–July 2014) and with the Democratic 
delegation of the South Dakota Legislature (January– 
March 2015). 
 Each of those educational experiences was subsidized in part 
by the W.O. “Doc” Farber Fund, which honors the influential 
late USD professor. Those stipends, Bierle notes with gratitude, 
are made possible “purely and simply by alumni donations.” 
 While in D.C., Hoffman says he attended a lecture by 
political commentator David Brooks. “He said the year after 
college is the most important of your life and to take a risk.” 
 Hoffman is accepting that challenge. He’s joined the Jesuit 
Volunteer Corps of Catholic Charities of Onondaga County 
(Syracuse, New York), a one-year service learning experience 
that helps people in need. 
 “I told him to go out and do well and do good,” says USD’s 
Bierle. “And he is.”

Alumni Support Offers Opportunity
By Betsy Rice

Mary Pat Bierle

Clay Hoffman with the statue of  

W.O. “Doc” Farber, an influential political 

scientist and professor at the University of 

South Dakota. Hoffman likens present-day 

Professor Mary Pat Bierle’s influence to that 

of Farber. “If you put in the work, she will 

encourage, challenge and help you. She is 

someone you really look up to.” 

In her own words
Go to onwardsd.org/your-impact/testimonials and scroll  
down to a video: “The Gift of Opportunity.” USD freshman  
Alisha Satterlee talks about the impact a scholarship, made 
possible by Elizabeth and Mike Manning of Spearfish,  
South Dakota, has made on her life.

http://onwardsd.org/your-impact/testimonials
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Joe Glenn  
             Retires from South Dakota

University of South Dakota Head Football 
Coach Joe Glenn ’71 announced his retirement  
at a press conference held Nov. 23 in the 
Muenster University Center.
 



 Glenn, 66, compiled a 200-134-1 record in 28 seasons as a 
head coach that included stops at Doane, Northern Colorado, 
Montana, Wyoming and South Dakota, his alma mater. He is 
one of 76 coaches in NCAA history to win 200 games.
 Glenn led Northern Colorado to back-to-back NCAA 
Division II National Championships in 1996 and 1997. He 
compiled a 39-6 record in three seasons with Montana from 
2000–02 and led the Griz to an FCS National Championship in 
2001. He was 12-34 in four seasons at South Dakota.
 “I’m overwhelmed. I think you can see that,” said Glenn in 
his opening comments to a group of approximately 250 people 
that included USD faculty, staff, coaches, players, community 
members and members of the media. “Thanks to David 
[Herbster] for his confidence to bring me to Vermillion four 
years ago when USD was ready to move into the Missouri Valley 
Football Conference.”
 The Coyotes finished 5-6 this season—the program’s most 
wins since 2011—with the highlight being a 24-21 win against 
four-time defending national champion North Dakota State in  
Fargo on Oct. 17. It ended the Bison’s MVFC record 27-game 
home winning streak. South Dakota finished with an NCAA 
SRS of 46 and received votes to the top 25 most of the season.
 “I can’t thank Joe enough for everything he’s done for this 
football program, this department and this university,” said USD 
Athletic Director David Herbster. “He has brought an energy 
that is contagious and is exemplified by his staff and his players.
 “I had seen a change in the character and culture of this team 
that I would stack against anybody’s in the country,”  
he continued. “Joe has elevated this program in ways that  
aren’t easily seen from those outside the department, but  
I can assure you that what he has done, we should all stand 
proud to be a Coyote.”

 Glenn, the sixth of 12 children, grew up in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, and enrolled at USD in the fall of 1967. He played 
both quarterback and wide receiver for the Coyotes under coach 
Joe Salem.
 Upon graduation in 1971, Glenn served two years as an 
ROTC officer with the U.S. Army. He returned to Vermillion 
in 1973 to begin work on his master’s degree and was Salem’s 
backfield coach in 1974. When Salem took the head gig at 
Northern Arizona in 1975, he brought Glenn with him.
 With the exception of those two years in the Army, Glenn 
has been in and around the game of college football for nearly 
half a century.
 “Thank you to the wonderful people, the students, the 
faculty and the staff here at USD, and the beautiful people of 
Vermillion, who I’ve loved since I came here in 1967, for being so 
kind and supportive of Michelle and me,” said Glenn. “We plan 
to grow old, or older, here in beautiful South Dakota and we 
won’t miss a game. Go Yotes.”
 Glenn led in the singing of the USD fight song, “South 
Dakota Victory,” before returning to the crowd. He and his  
wife, Michele, have been married for 43 years. They have  
two adult children—a daughter, Erin, and a son, Casey— 
and four grandchildren.

Photo credit: David Samson, The Forum.The game-winning field goal vs. NDSU.
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Bob Nielson was introduced as the 30th head football coach at 
the University of South Dakota during a press conference held 
Dec. 15 in the Muenster University Center. The announcement 
came three weeks following the retirement of Joe Glenn.
 Nielson was introduced by USD Athletic Director David 
Herbster after President Jim Abbott provided opening remarks.
 “It’s always a great day to be a Coyote, but some days  
are just a little more special than others and today is one of those 
days,” said Abbott. 
 “I’m deeply honored,” Nielson said. “Over the past week, 
through my discussions and research, I found that this is truly a 
special place and its strong leadership holds a bold vision for this 
university, the athletic program and Coyote football.
 “While leaving a place with established connections is never 
easy, it became obvious to me that this was a team I wanted to 
be a part of and this vision is definitely the kind of vision that  
I want to be a part of as well.”
 Nielson has spent the last three years as head coach at 
Western Illinois University in Macomb. He led the Leathernecks 
to a 7-6 record and to the second round of the FCS playoffs 
this past season when he was named Missouri Valley Football 
Conference Coach of the Year. It was the first playoff appearance 
for the Leathernecks since 2010.
 Nielson said he’s been referred to as a builder from time to 
time throughout his career and his resume supports the label.  

He has compiled a 186-80-1 record in 23 seasons as a head 
coach for five different programs. He’s taken four of those 
programs to the playoffs within his first four years and captured 
NCAA Division II national championships with Minnesota 
Duluth in 2008 and 2010. He began his career at Ripon College 
where he won two games in 1989 and then went 7-2 in 1990 
before taking the head coaching gig at Wartburg College, his 
alma mater.
 “Championships for the pride of the western plain will be 
our goal,” said Nielson. “And we will do it in a way that all of 
you can radiate pride in being part of something special. I feel 
I’ve got 12–15 really good years left and I want to invest those 
years in a place that is truly committed to doing things the right 
way, and without question the University of South Dakota is 
committed to doing that.
 “We want to be a more consistent football team and through 
our recruiting efforts add additional talent and the right people 
that fill in around what we already have here to beat the best 
teams on a regular basis,” said Nielson.
 Nielson, who grew up in Marion, Iowa, is a 1982 graduate 
of Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa. He received his master’s 
degree from the University of Northern Iowa in 1988. He and 
his wife, Terri, have two daughters, Amanda Taylor and Kasey 
King, and a son, Kyle.

Athletic Director David Herbster, Bob Nielson and President Abbott

ATHLETICS

Nielson Introduced as 30th Head Football Coach

‘It’s always a great day  
to be a Coyote, but some 
days are just a little more 
special than others and 
today is one of those days.’

              —President James W. Abbott

 ‘Championships for the pride of the western plain will be our goal.’  
—Bob Nielson
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Seven Coyotes were inducted into the Henry Heider Coyote 
Sports Hall of Fame in a ceremony held at the Muenster 
University Center in September.
 Brothers and baseball players Jason ’94 and Jeff Huska 
’95, football player Chris Mikkelsen ’05, softball player Kristi 
(Gorman) McKee ’99, track and field athletes Mike Martin ’85 
and Brianne (Vette) Edwards ’04, and special contributor Nancy 
McCahren ’57 comprised the Class of 2015.
 The Huska brothers are the only two players in program 
history to earn all-NCC honors three times. Jason, a first 
baseman and catcher, batted .342 with program records of 22 
home runs and 102 runs scored. He also drove in 103 runs. Jeff, 
a two-time Academic All-American infielder, graduated as the 
program’s all-time leader in eight different offensive categories 
including batting average (.382), hits (165), RBIs (117), doubles 
(35) and slugging percentage (.595). Jason is assistant principal 
and athletic director at Vermillion High School. He and his 
wife, Sue, have three children; Mckenzie, Keely and Jayce. Jeff 
currently resides in Windom, Minnesota, with his wife, Jennifer, 
and their children, Sam, Kaitlee and Charlee. Jeff serves as a 
high school biology and anatomy teacher as well as head girls 
basketball coach and assistant varsity football coach.
 Mikkelsen is a two-time all-NCC performer who excelled as 
both a wide receiver and return man. He caught 150 passes for 
2,279 yards and 15 touchdowns in four seasons from 2001–04. 
He graduated as the program’s all-time leader in receptions. 
Mikkelsen also has the longest kickoff return in program history 
of 100 yards. Mikkelson attended chiropractic school and is now 
part owner of ChiroSport in Sioux Falls. He and his wife, Abbey, 
celebrated their first child, Knox, in August 2014.
 McKee was the first Coyote softball player to earn All-
America honors. She is also a two-time all-NCC and all-region 
outfielder who led USD to a program-record 40 wins in 1998 

when she batted .401 with 46 RBIs and scored 48 runs. McKee 
graduated holding program career records for hits (225), runs 
(124), RBIs (98) and doubles (40). McKee and her husband, 
Mickey, reside in Houston, Texas, with their four children, 
Taylor, Maddox, Peyton and Brooks. The McKees own Kodiak 
Gas Services, an oil field service company.
 Martin is a four-time NCC champion and the 1983 national 
runner-up in the 800-meter run. His program-record time of 
1:50.10 in the event stood for 18 years. He was named USD’s 
Male Athlete of the Year in 1985. In 2005, he was inducted into 
USD’s Track and Field Hall of Honor. Martin currently resides 
in Overland Park, Kansas, where he is the owner of a remodeling 
company, JAM Construction, LLC. He and his wife, Tricia, have 
two sons, Jonathon and Andrew.
 Edwards is an 11-time national qualifier, a seven-time All-
American and the 2004 national champion in the heptathlon. 
She led South Dakota to the 2004 outdoor North Central 
Conference championship and was named NCC Indoor and 
Outdoor MVP that same season. She went on to be named 
NCAA Woman of the Year for the state of South Dakota. 
Edwards and her husband, David, reside in Rapid City,  
South Dakota, with their children, Westin, Emmett, Leo and 
Talia. She works part time as a physician’s assistant in a general 
surgery practice.
 McCahren has served USD for more than 50 years. After 
earning her bachelor’s and master’s degrees, McCahren served 
in USD’s Department of English, Department of Modern 
Languages and Office of Student Life. McCahren earned her 
doctoral degree in educational administration at USD. She was 
also USD Alumni Association’s executive director, retiring in 
2004. McCahren was the first woman to serve on the USD 
Athletic Board of Control and was the first female to chair  
that board.

Chris Mikkelson, Mike Martin, Jeff Huska, Nancy McCahren, Jason Huska, Brianne Edwards and Kristi McKee

Seven Added to Coyote Hall of Fame
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Distinguished Professor Emeritus Wayne S. “Doc” Knutson, 
whose influence on theater and the arts spans from the 
University of South Dakota to the Black Hills, died Dec. 7  
at age 89.
 Knutson, who taught and held several leadership roles at 
USD over 35 years, entered hospice care in early November due 
to heart trouble.
 “Dr. Wayne Knutson was an amazing man, with many areas 
of interest and many talents,” said Larry Schou, dean of USD’s 
College of Fine Arts. “He spent his career at USD helping 
build up the programs in theater, in English, at the Black Hills 
Playhouse [where USD students perform] and in the College of 
Fine Arts. 
 “One of the many things I will remember about Wayne was 
his passion for storytelling and his concept of working hard 
and doing the job well,” Schou continued.
 Knutson arrived at USD in 1952 in the dual role of 
professor of speech and dramatic art and director of the 
university theater. He served from 1966 to 1971 as professor 
and chair of the Department of English. He was dean and 
professor of the College of Fine Arts from 1972 to 1980; vice 
president for Academic Affairs and professor of fine arts from 
1980 to 1982; and professor of English and theater from 1982 
until his retirement in 1987. He continued to teach part-time 
and was a freelance theater director and writer.
 Students and colleagues remember Knutson as the 
consummate teacher, a role he embraced and expounded on in 
an undated, typewritten article entitled “Why I Teach.”
 “I think it came about when I was a college student and 
realized that to be a teacher was to be a student as well—

that a person could want to be a teacher because he wanted 
to learn—and because he wanted to learn, to explore, to 
experiment, to understand his subject interest, younger 
students would willingly want to go with him on an adventure 
of human awareness and responsibility,” Knutson wrote.
 He married Esther Johnstad in 1950. They had three 
children, stayed in Vermillion after his retirement and 
remained active in the community. 
 Knutson acknowledged to the Vermillion Plain Talk 
newspaper in February 2015 that he was in the final act of his 
life’s play but remained optimistic.
  “It all becomes a big story. Like any story, it has chapters. 
Grade school, high school, college, marriage, family, profession, 
and then you come to the final chapter of life. That’s where 
we’re at. You still don’t know how it’s going to end, like a 
good book. You don’t want to go to the last page to see how it 
ends, you’ll wait for it. Time is more precious, spouses become 
more important than ever. Friends from way back become 
important,” he recalled.
 “It’s been a very good trip from the time I was a first 
grader in a one-room rural school. I happen to think I had a 
marvelous life.”
 Born the youngest of 11 children in 1926 on a Roberts 
County, South Dakota, farm, Knutson graduated from 
Sisseton High School in 1944. He served in the Merchant 
Marines in 1944–1946 and U.S. Army infantry in 1947–1948 
before attending Augustana University, from which he graduated 
in 1950 with majors in English and theater. He received a 
master’s degree in theater in 1951 from USD and a Ph.D. in 
English and theater from the University of Denver in 1956. 

‘A marvelous life:’
Longtime USD Professor 
Wayne Knutson Dies at 89
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Gus Lease ’59 Ed.D., San Jose, 
California, is in his 67th year 
teaching at San Jose State University 
School of Music and Dance.

James Prins ‘54 B.S.Ed., and Gail 
Prins, Attd. ’56, Glendale, Arizona, 
celebrated 62 years of marriage on 
Aug. 16, 2015. 

Harold Schuler ‘50 B.A., ’51 Ed.M., 
Tucson, Arizona, received a 2015 
Governor’s Award for History. 
Schuler received the Robinson 
Memorial Award, the highest award 
given in the field of history in  South 
Dakota. Schuler, a former Pierre 
resident, has written several books 
about South Dakota history. 

 

Gerald Hennies ’65 B.S.Ed., ’69 
M.A., Vermillion, South Dakota, was 
elected into the inaugural class of 
the Vermillion High School Tanagers 
Hall of Fame in May 2015. 

Gerald Kerkhove ’69 B.S.B.A., 
Brandon, South Dakota, is a 
member of the Brandon American 
Legion group that helps bring 
military history to life with monthly 
community programs.

Gary Pashby ‘63 B.A., ’67 J.D., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, of Boyce, 
Greenfield, Pashby & Welk, retired 
from the practice of law. 

Patricia (Griffin) Ress ’67 
B.S.Ed., Omaha, Nebraska, is 
listed in the 9th Edition of 2000 
Outstanding Intellectuals of the 
21st Century, a publication of the 
International Biographical Centre 
of Cambridge, England, a world 
leader in biographical publishing. 
Ress is currently semi-retired 
working as an author and co-

hosting the paranormal radio show 
“Nightsearch.” 

Steven Sikorski ’64 B.S.B.A., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, was awarded 
the national Distinguished Service 
Award from Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

Keith Smit ’64 B.S.B.A., ’67 J.D., 
Sturgis, South Dakota, retired after 
a 47-year career in estate planning, 
probate, banking and general 
business law.

Doris Strom ’69 M.A., Rapid 
City, South Dakota, received the 
Rotary Founder Paul Harris Fellow 
designation as a non-Rotarian 
citizen from the Rapid City Rotary 
Club in recognition of “longtime 
service to her community and  
the world.”

Loren Tschetter ’66 B.S.M.D., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, was inducted 
into the  South Dakota Hall of Fame.

Heather Auld ’76 B.A., ’82 M.D., 
North Fort Myers, Florida, is the  
first and only physician board 
certified in integrative medicine  
in Southwest Florida. 

Paul Blackburn ’77 B.S., Phoenix, 
Arizona, was awarded attending 
physician of the year honors from 
the Emergency Medicine Residency 
Training Program at Maricopa 
Medical Center in Phoenix. 

Daniel Blanco ’75 B.A., ’83 M.P.Ad., 
Moscow, Idaho, was appointed 
to the Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission by Idaho Gov.  
C.L. Otter.

Janeen Brown ’70 M.A., and 
Earnest Brown, ’70 M.N.S.,  
WaKeeney, Kansas, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary.

Paul Crandell ’79 M.A., Sioux City, 
Iowa, retired from the Sioux City 
School District after 26 years. 

Cheryl Crazy Bull ’79 B.S.B.A., 
Westminster, Colorado, Sicangu 
Lakota, is president and CEO of the 
American Indian College Fund. 

Bernard Duffy ’70 J.D., Fort Pierre, 
South Dakota, was honored with a  
Stanley County public service award.

John Ellis ’74 B.S., ’76 M.A., Yreka, 
California, retired after 15 years as a 
professional firefighter and 24 years 
in environmental health.

Tom Gallagher ’76 B.S., Lead, 
South Dakota, an international 
financial and policy advisor, 
received an honorary degree of 
Doctor of Humane Letters during 
USD’s 2015 spring commencement. 

David Ganje ’73 B.A., ’76 J.D., 
published an article in The New York 
Environmental Lawyer magazine 
on the subject of “Tribal Water 
Codes - Their Administration and 
Enforcement.” Ganje has taught 
as an adjunct professor in both 
the United States and Germany, 
sits on the  South Dakota State Bar 
Natural Resources and Environment 
Committee and is a frequent 
keynote speaker at national and 
international natural resources 
conferences. 

Stephen Hall ’74 B.A., Arlington, 
Virginia, is employed with the 
Bureau of Industry and Security in 
the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Marvin Hannon ’77 B.S.B.A., ’79 
M.B.A., Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
was named chief financial officer of 
Minnesota Diversified Industries.

Mary Jo (Chilton) Hendrickson 
’71 B.S.Ed., Walnut Grove, 

Minnesota, retired from teaching 
after 44 years in three districts. 

Keith Howard ’77 B.S.Ed., Dakota 
Dunes, South Dakota, received the 
2014 Good Neighbor Award from 
the Iowa Association of Realtors.

Jerry Kjergaard ’76 B.S.Ed., ’81 
M.A., Willmar, Minnesota, retired 
after 38 years in education. 

Jack Lawrenson ’73 B.S.Ed., Sioux 
City, Iowa, retired from the Sioux 
City School District after 20 years. 

Thomas Lister ’75 Ed.D., Gilroy, 
California, has established Orphans 
Outreach International, Inc., which 
helps children and the elderly in 
Voronezh, Russia, Dnepropetrovsk 
Ukraine, Nabulus, West Bank and 
Dakar, Senegal. 

Michael Luce ’77 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, is of counsel at Lynn, 
Jackson, Shultz & Lebrun. 

Michael McCann ’72 J.D., 
Brookings, South Dakota, retired 
from his law practice at Helsper & 
Mahlke and McCann & McCarty.

Kenneth Meier ’72 B.A., Bryan, 
Texas, distinguished professor and 
director of the Project for Equity, 
Representation and Governance 
at Texas A&M University, inspired 
a new annual award recognizing 
outstanding scholarship in politics, 
public administration and public 
policy by the Midwest Political 
Science Association. 

Bruce Nolop ’72 B.A., New York 
City, has been elected to the board 
of directors of Gannett Co., Inc.

G. Mark Rice ’78 B.A., West Des 
Moines, Iowa, was recognized by 
Chambers and Partners in its 2015 
attorney rankings in the area of 
corporate/mergers and acquisitions, 
banking and finance. 

George Johnson ’49 LL.B., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 

received the prestigious Knight of the Legion Honor 

medal from France. The French government gave this 

honor to the soldiers who helped their country and 

western Europe in WWII.
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Janet Brown ’73 B.F.A., ’04 M.P.A., 

Seattle, Washington, was named 

to the Top 50 Most Powerful and 

Influential Leaders in the Nonprofit 

Arts in America in 2015. She is 

president and CEO of Grantmakers 

in the Arts and is a nationally-known 

consultant, speaker and teacher. 

The University of South Dakota
offers remarkably affordable, accredited online  
undergraduate and graduate degrees.

Constance (Gerdes) Schroeder 
’73 B.S.Ed., Miller, South Dakota, 
became a member of the  South 
Dakota Historical Society 
Foundation’s board of directors.

Tim Tucker ’78 B.S., ’82 J.D., 
Madison, South Dakota, retired  
from the Circuit Court and as 
presiding judge, Third Judicial 
Circuit, after 28 years with the 
Unified Judicial System.

Tina (Valades) Tullberg ’78 
A.A., Winchester, Massachusetts,  
received the Distinguished Alumni 
Award from the Boston University 
Henry M. Goldman School of  
Dental Medicine for Outstanding 
Service to the School. 

Milton Aunan ’89 M.B.A., 
Urbandale, Iowa, was named  
financial executive of the year 
(nonprofit division) by the Corridor 
Business Journal in Iowa City, Iowa. 
He serves as senior vice president 
and chief financial officer for 
UnityPoint Health–St. Luke’s in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Barbara Baldwin ’86 M.S.S., 
Emerson, Nebraska, retired from 
the Sioux City school district after 
40 years.

Kevin Bray ’84 B.S., ’88 M.D., 
Yankton, South Dakota, has been 
appointed chief medical officer of 
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital. 

Joseph Broghammer ’86 B.F.A., 
Omaha, Nebraska, has exhibited 
his artwork in the United States, 
Holland, Germany, Mexico and Italy. 

Susan (Martin) Campbell ’81 
M.A., Sioux City, Iowa, retired from 
the Sioux City School District after  
37 years. 

Wade Druin ’85 B.S.B.A.,  
’88 J.D., Volin, South Dakota,  
joined the Northwestern College  
business department as an  
assistant professor. 

Kelly Duncan ’83 B.S.Ed., ’88 
M.A., ’03 Ph.D., Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, was appointed dean of 
Northern State University’s School 
of Education.

Omer Durfee ’84 B.M., ’85 M.M., 
Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin, plays 
euphonium with the Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin community band. He also 

sings with the South Shore Chorale 
Community Choir; his solos with the 
group have taken him on a tour of 
Great Britain.

 Daniel Fitzsimmons ’86 B.S.Ed., 
’99 M.A., Yankton, South Dakota, 
was inducted into the Yankton High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame. 

William Garnos ’81 B.S.,  
Gladstone, Missouri, was elected 
mayor of Gladstone. He is a former 
president of the USD Student 
Association and the  South Dakota 
Student Federation.

Thomas Gellhaus ’83 B.S.M.D., 
Iowa City, Iowa, was elected 
president-elect of the American 
Congress of Obstetricians  
and Gynecologists.

Lisa (Anderson) Guenther ’81 
M.A., Norfolk, Nebraska, retired 
from the Norfolk Public School 
District after 35 years.

Victoria Hailey ’87 B.S.B.A., 
Mankato, Minnesota, completed 
her Ph.D. in business administration 
with a marketing emphasis at 
Northcentral University. Hailey is 
currently employed as director of 
multichannel marketing strategy 
at Navitor, Inc. (Taylor Strategic 
Accounts), a division of Taylor 
Corporation in North Mankato.

Kathryn (Konstant) Hoskins 
’89 J.D., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
joined Bangs, McCullen, Butler,  
Foye & Simmons.

Beth (Heine) Kaltsulas ’85 B.S.Ed., 
’90 M.A., Yankton, South Dakota, 
was named Yankton’s 2015 Teacher 
of the Year. She’s begun her 30th 
year of teaching; she teaches sixth 
grade math at the Yankton  
Middle School. 

Tami (Voeltz) Merrill ’83 B.S.Ed., 
’85 M.A., Pierre, South Dakota, 
is a special education teacher at 
Georgia Morse Middle School and 
was named Pierre School District’s 
Teacher of the Year for 2015. 

James Morgan ’81 B.A., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, has been assigned  
rector of St. Joseph Cathedral. He 
has been pastor of Holy Spirit Parish, 
Sioux Falls, for the past 10 years.

Steven Morrow ’86 B.S., ’88 
M.A., Eagle Lake, Minnesota, has 
been employed at Davisco Foods 
International for almost three 

years and was recently promoted 
to senior systems analyst in 
information technology.

Jane (Wipf) Pfeifle ’81 B.A., ’84 
J.D., Rapid City, South Dakota, was 
appointed a circuit court judge by 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard in  South 
Dakota’s Seventh Circuit Court. 

Craig Pfeifle ’85 J.D., Rapid City, 
South Dakota, was appointed to 
succeed Judge Jeff Davis as the 
Seventh Circuit’s presiding judge. 

Christine (Lang) Pharr ’89 M.A., 
Springfield, Nebraska, has been 
named the new vice president 
for institutional advancement at 
College of Saint Mary. Pharr has 
served as the university’s vice 
president for academic affairs for 
the past seven years. 

Ronald Place ’86 B.S.,  
Ft. Washington, Maryland, was 
promoted to brigadier general.  
He is currently assigned as the 
assistant surgeon general, based  
in the Pentagon. 

Marc Rasmussen ’81 B.S.B.A., 
Bismarck, North Dakota, has joined 
Starion Financial’s management 
committee. He serves as vice 
president of credit administration.

Kay (Mockler) Rasmussen ’84 
B.S.M.T., Vermillion, South Dakota, 
serves as assistant professor and 
chair of the Department of Medical 
Laboratory Science and was 
recognized for her outstanding 
teaching by the USD School of 
Health Sciences.

Jerry Rasmussen ’87 B.S.Ed., ’97 
M.A., ’06 Ed.S., Dakota Dunes, South 
Dakota, serves as president of the 
School Administrators of  South 
Dakota for the 2015–16 school 
year. He is the state coordinator for 
the  South Dakota Association of 
Secondary Principals. 

Timothy Ridgway ’84 M.D., 
Brandon, South Dakota, serves as 
president of the  South Dakota State 
Medical Association. 

David Schaeffer ’84 B.A., Portland, 
Oregon, has been hired as executive 
director for World of Speed, a 
nonprofit motorsports museum.

Jon Sogn ’86 J.D., Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, was appointed by Gov. 
Dennis Daugaard as a circuit court 
judge in  South Dakota’s Second 
Judicial Circuit. 

Greg Sund ’89 M.P.Ad., Hays, 
Kansas, was appointed director of 
public works for the city of Hays. 
Sund recently served as the county 
administrator for Ellis County. 

Neysa (Thames) Villa ’82 B.S.A.H., 
’84 M.A., ’86 Ed.D., Mackinaw, 
Illinois, was inducted into the  South 
Dakota Sports Hall of Fame.

Scott Vogelgesang ’87 M.D., 
Solon, Iowa, will become governor 
of the Iowa Chapter of the American 
College of Physicians, the national 
organization of internists. 

Beverly Wharton ’80 M.B.A.,  
Sioux City, Iowa, will retire as  
Briar Cliff University’s president after 
a 15-year tenure, the longest among 
presidents in the  
university’s history. 

Gregory Wheeler ’88 B.S., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, joined Boyce 
Law Firm as a partner.

Ines (Bald Eagle) White ’88 B.A., 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, retired 
from the U.S. Army after 27 years  
of service.

Jodi (Boldenow) Zeller ’88 B.S.Ed., 
Elk Point, South Dakota, began 
working for the Vermillion  
School District.
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Dawn Aman-Elshere ’91 B.S.B.A., 
’94 J.D., Watertown, South Dakota, 
was appointed magistrate judge for 
the Third Judicial Circuit. She had 
been the Codington County state’s 
attorney since 2007. 

Kathy (Jeno) Anderson ’95 B.S.Ed. 
Johnston, Iowa, will join the Iowa 
Association of Business and Industry 
as vice president of member 
development and programs.

Matthew Beckendorf ’97 B.S.Ed., 
’99 M.A., Saint James, Minnesota, is 
the clinical supervisor of the IMPACT 
program at Community Counseling 
Services of Huron. 

John Begeman ’93 M.B.A., Rapid 
City, South Dakota, will assume the 
role of chair of the board of 
Premier Gold Mines Ltd. 

Allison (Berry) Bolger ’93 B.S.B.A., 
’06 M.B.A., Madison, South Dakota, 
is a leader in the ambulatory surgery 
center industry. She is the CFO  
of Surgical Management 
Professionals and has more than  

20 years of experience in health  
care financial management. 

Paula (Bosco) Damon ’91 B.F.A., 
’93 M.A. North Sioux City, South 
Dakota, was awarded first place in 
the National Federation of Press 
Women Communications Contest.

Jarod Dodson ’99 B.S.R., ’00 M.A., 
Alfred, New York, has been  
named head football coach at 
Alfred State College. During his 
USD playing career, Dodson was a 
standout cornerback.

Brian Donahoe ’93 J.D., Garretson, 
South Dakota, opened Donahoe 
Law Firm in Sioux Falls.

Michael Emshwiller ’95 B.M., is 
director of music at Faith United 
Methodist Church and full-time 
private music lesson Instructor in 
Macomb, Michigan. 

Joy Falkenburg ’96 B.S., ’00 M.D., 
Custer, South Dakota, received  
the prestigious University of  
South Dakota  Sanford School of 
Medicine Department of Medicine 
2014–2015 Edward J. Batt, M.D., 

Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Faculty Member. 

Chris Giles ’92 J.D. Madison,  
South Dakota, was appointed as 
full-time magistrate judge for the 
Third Judicial Circuit. He has served 
as Lake County state’s attorney and 
has also been engaged in private 
practice of law. 

Krista (Grafing) Halseth ’94 B.A., 
’95 M.A., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
has joined the Brandon Valley 
School District classroom staff. 

Neal Harrington ’98 B.F.A., 
Russellville, Arkansas, is associate 
professor of art at Arkansas Tech 
University and was recognized for 
his artwork in the 57th annual Delta 
Exhibition hosted by the Arkansas 
Arts Center in Little Rock. 

Mary Hoffman ’90 M.A., Sioux City, 
Iowa, retired from the Sioux City 
School District after 33 years. 

Pamela (Baker) Homan ’93 Ed.S., 
’96 Ed.D., Hartford, South Dakota, 
retired as superintendent of the 
Sioux Falls School District after 25 
years with the district.

Geralyn Jacobs ’91 M.A., ’93 Ed.D., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, received 
the USD School of Education 
2015 Faculty Excellence Award in 
Research. Jacobs is a professor in 
the Division of Curriculum  
and Instruction.

Mary Jones ’90 Ed.D., Sioux 
Falls,  South Dakota, a licensed 
professional counselor and  
marriage and family therapist, 
was featured in a recent edition 
of Counseling Today, the national 
publication of the American 
Counseling Association. 

Becca (Muellerleile) Jordre ’99 
B.S., Vermillion, South Dakota, was 
recognized for outstanding  
research by the USD School of 
Health Sciences for her research, 
which involves geriatric athletes 
and the management of  
urinary incontinence.

Dorothy Kiyukan ’91 M.A., 
Lake Andes, South Dakota, was 
appointed to the Prairie Band 
Potawatomi Nation Gaming 
Commission in Mayetta, Kansas. 
Kiyukan is a tribal member and  

“Whatever you’re looking for,  
you can find it here.”

raised in pierre, moved back from minneapolis

Simplifying
Without

Sacrificing

Contact a Dakota Roots representative 
today or refer a fr iend at dakotaroots.com .

When day to day life in Minneapolis “seemed like a chore,” Amy 
and her husband found a simpler life back home in South Dakota. 

Dakota Roots can help you, just like they helped Amy.

Personalized job search assistance.

Local labor market information.

Employee recruitment for businesses.

http://dakotaroots.com/
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was an educator in  South Dakota 
for many years where she received 
the honor of being National  
Indian Educator of the Year and  
South Dakota Indian Educator of  
the Year. She was an instructor  
and counselor at Marty Indian 
School and is a former president 
of the  South Dakota Indian 
Counselor’s Association.

Scott Knutson ’97 M.D., Minot, 
North Dakota, was named dean 
of the University of North Dakota 
School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences for the northwest 
campus in Minot. Knutson is a 
clinical assistant professor of 
family medicine for UND and an 
emergency medicine physician 
for Trinity Health in Minot, serving 
as chief of medical staff since 
December 2013. 

Donald McCarty ’93 B.S., ’96 J.D., 
Brookings, South Dakota, joined 
Helsper & Mahlke as a partner. The 
new firm will be known as Helsper, 
McCarty, Mahlke & Kleinjan.

Laura McNally ’97 M.B.A., Belle 
Fourche, South Dakota, was 
appointed by the  South Dakota 
Legislature’s Executive Board 
to serve on the  South Dakota 
Investment Council. The council 
oversees the state’s investment 
office that manages billions of 
dollars for the  South Dakota 
Retirement System, state trusts  
and other government funds

Angela Meyer-McKay ’96 B.L.S., 
’00 M.D., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
exhibited her work in the John A. 
Day Gallery on USD’s campus. Her 
work is focused on memories of 
past experiences, people and places 
from her hometown of Melvin, Iowa. 

Maj. Jeremiah Nelson, D.V.M., 
’97 B.S., Fort Hood, Texas, currently 
serves with the 81st Civil Affairs 
Battalion and is actively involved in 
the Department of Defense global 
health engagement. 

Tina (Hoffman) Noble ’91 B.S., 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is director 
of nursing at Wesley Life in 
Washington, Iowa and a member of 
the prestigious International Nurses 
Association, with an upcoming 
publication in Worldwide Leaders 
in Healthcare. She specializes in 
long-term care for aging adults and 
geriatric populations. 

Patrick Pardy ’92 B.S., ’96 
J.D., Howard, South Dakota, 
was appointed by  Gov. Dennis 

Daugaard as a circuit court judge in  
South Dakota’s Third Circuit Court. 
Pardy previously served as chief 
legal counsel for the  South Dakota 
Department of Corrections, and as a 
special assistant attorney general. 

Joseph Pepplitsch ’92 B.S., ’97 
M.P.A.D., Lexington, Nebraska, has 
been named the 2015 Nebraska 
Economic Developers Association 
(NEDA) Professional of the Year. 
NEDA, the largest association 
of economic development 
professionals in Nebraska.

Jean Peters ’97 Ed.S., Homer, 
Nebraska, retired from the Sioux 
City School District after 20 years 
of service. She is a past recipient 
of the SAI District 12 Central Office 
Administrator of the Year as well as 
a Woman of Excellence Award. 

James Phelps ’93 B.M., 
Vancouver, Washington, is the 
new apprenticeship coordinator 
at the Painters & Drywall Finishers 
Regional Training Center. Previously 
he was the construction and 
maintenance training administrator 
at Hawaiian Electric Co., where 
he oversaw a program of 250 
apprentices training to be outside 
linemen. Prior to that he taught 
school in Hawaii for nearly 10 years. 

Teri (Pas) Pieters ’94 B.S.Ed.,  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, teaches 
third grade in the Brandon Valley 
School District. 

Marysz Rames ’97 Ed.D., 
Brookings, South Dakota, was 

named president of Wayne State 
College in Nebraska. For the past  
15 years she served as vice president 
for student affairs at  South Dakota 
State University and a year as  
the interim president at Dakota 
State University.

Dylan Rassier ’94 B.S.B.A., 
Washington, D.C., was promoted to 
a senior economist position at the 
U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. 
His research and recent publications 
focus on measuring production of 
multinational firms in GDP.

Jamie (Savage) Schaefer ’96 
B.S.B.A., ’01 M.B.A., Yankton,  
South Dakota, received the 
Tomorrow’s Leaders Award, a 
nationwide award presented to  
10 recipients by the Catholic Health 
Association of the United States.  
He is Avera Sacred Heart Hospital’s 
CFO and vice president of finance.

Michael Sechler ’98 B.A., Litchfield, 
Minnesota, serves as pastor of  
the Evangelical Free Church in 
Oakland, Nebraska.

Susan Sweeney ’97 M.A., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, retired 
from the Sioux City School District 
after 18 years. 

Tangela Sylvester ’91 Ed.D.,  
Sioux City, Iowa, joined the faculty 
at Morningside College as assistant 
professor of education. 

Joseph West ’91 B.F.A., Austin, 
Texas, has established The Theater 
of Death, a company performing 

his original dark horror/comedies, 
in Sante Fe, New Mexico. West’s 
current band is the Sante Fe Revue.

Mary Akkerman ’01 J.D., Sioux 
Falls,  South Dakota, has been 
elected as a fellow of the American 
College of Trust and Estate 
Counsel, a national organization 
comprised of approximately 2,600 
lawyers elected to membership 
by demonstrating the highest 
level of integrity, commitment to 
the profession, competence and 
experience as trust and estate 
counselors. She is a partner in 
Lindquist & Vennum’s Trusts and 
Estates practice group.

Reece Almond ’09 B.S., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, joined the 
Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz & Smith 
firm as an associate attorney.

Karen Bankowski ’06 B.F.A., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, opened 
a women’s clothing boutique, Fia 
Rose, in Vermillion. 

William Blewett ’08 J.D.,  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, joined  
the Swier Law Firm as a member  
of the firm’s Business & Corporate 
Law Practice Group. 

Lucas Bollock ’06 B.B.A., ’15 A.S., 
Rapid City, South Dakota, was  
sworn in as the newest member  
of the  South Dakota Army National 

Rep. Kevin Brady ‘90 (R-Texas) won a hotly-contested 

race to be the next chairman of the Ways and Means 

Committee, succeeding former Chairman Paul Ryan 

(R-Wis.), who stepped down after he was elected speaker 

of the house. Brady, who was born in Vermillion and later 

attended Rapid City Central High School, attended USD in 

the 1970s and was a member of Lambda Chi Alpha. The 

former Texas state legislator was first elected to Congress 

in 1996 and had been the front-runner to succeed Ryan. 

The Ways and Means Committee is regarded as one of the 

most powerful panels on Capitol Hill, with jurisdiction over 

taxes, trade, health care and Social Security.
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Guard’s 129th Mobile Public Affairs 
Detachment of Rapid City. He is  
a nurse at the Rapid City  
Regional Hospital. 

Steven Bowers ’01 B.A.,’06 J.D., 
Ansley, Nebraska, was elected as  
the Custer County Attorney in 
Broken Bow, Nebraska.

Jeffrey Bratkiewicz ’00 J.D., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, joined Bangs, 
McCullen, Butler, Foye & Simmons.

Morgan Brekke ’09 B.A., ’12 J.D., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, is an 
associate with Woods, Fuller, Shultz 
& Smith.

Jackie Davis ’01 M.A.,  
Orange City, Iowa, is the new 
director of admissions of 
Northwestern College.

Eric DeNure ’08 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, has joined the firm 
of May & Johnson as a shareholder 
in the firm. DeNure started with the 
firm in 2009 and practices in the 
area of civil litigation. 

Carla Dieter ’01 Ed.D., Brookings, 
South Dakota, chair of nursing at 
the University of  South Dakota, 
serves as chair of the  South 
Dakota Interprofessional Practice 
and Education Collaborative, a 
statewide group advancing the 
implementation of interprofessional 
health care practice and education. 

Aaron Dykstra ’01 B.S.,’05 
M.D., Rapid City,  South Dakota, 
fellowship-trained hand and upper 
extremity surgeon, has joined Black 
Hills Orthopedic & Spine Center. 

Melissa Elsen ’06 B.B.A., Brooklyn, 
New York, and her sister, Emily, 
operate Four & Twenty Blackbirds, 
a celebrated pie shop in Brooklyn, 
New York with additional locations 
now at the Brooklyn Public Library 
and in Orient Village. They have 
also published a critically acclaimed 
book of pie recipes. Four & Twenty 
Blackbirds has been featured in a 
variety of food media including 
the Food Network and the Cooking 
Channel, in the New York Times, 
Martha Stewart Living and  
New York Magazine.

Casey Fideler ’08 B.B.A., ’11 J.D., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, has  
joined the Christopherson, 
Anderson, Paulson & Fideler firm  
as an associate.

Bryan Goodman ’06 J.D.,  
Sioux City, Iowa, opened the 
Goodman Law Firm, L.L.C. in 
downtown Sioux City. 

Kenneth Green ’02 M.A., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, an 
instructor in the Department of 
English at the University of  South 
Dakota, was named the 2015 
recipient of the Outstanding 
Instructor Award presented by  
the College of Arts & Sciences. 

Rebecca (Chamberlin) Groth 
’09 B.S., ’14 M.A., Vermillion, South 
Dakota, has accepted a position as 
a  speech language pathologist with 
Aegis Therapies.

Eric Hardy ’09 J.D., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, joined the 
Christopherson, Anderson, Paulson 
& Fideler firm as an associate.

Adam Hoier ’06 B.S., ’09 J.D.,  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, has joined 
the May & Johnson firm  
as an associate.

Sara Holman ’09 B.S., Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, has been 
selected as the 2014 Air Force 
Athlete of the Year. The current 
United States Masters swimmer 
took fourth place in the 800m 
freestyle event at the FINA World 
Masters Championships last year. 
Holman was a member of the 
Coyote swimming squad while 
attending USD. 

Brian Kellar ’02 B.S., Grundy 
Center, Iowa, was named the new 
chief executive officer of Banner 
Health’s Page Hospital. For the past 
two years, Kellar has worked with 
UnityPoint Health in Grundy Center 
and Waterloo, Iowa. 

Elizabeth (Starzl) Koerner ’03 
B.S.Ed., ’06 M.A., Yankton,  South 
Dakota, and her mother, Lynn 
Starzl, won the respective 2015 
“South Dakota Mother of the Year” 
and “South Dakota Young Mother 
of the Year” titles from American 
Mothers Inc. 

Kara Likness ’07 B.S. Yankton, 
South Dakota, is a high school 
counselor for the Brandon Valley 
School District. 

Daniel Nelson ’03 M.A., ’07 M.D., 
North Sioux City,  South Dakota, 
is board certified by the American 
Board of Orthopaedic Surgery at 

the CNOS in Dakota Dunes and the 
specialty clinic at Cherokee Regional 
Medical Center in Cherokee, Iowa.

Sarah Newton ’06 M.S., 
Chamberlain, South Dakota, is 
serving as a physician assistant at 
Horizon Health Care Inc. in the  
Fort Thompson Community  
Health Center. 

Jeremy Pinkerman ’03 M.B.A., 
North Sioux City, South Dakota, was 
promoted to chief financial officer, 
executive vice president of finance 
for Wells Enterprises, Inc. In his new 
role, Pinkerman will be a member 
of the executive leadership team 
and assume oversight of all financial 
aspects of Wells, the Le Mars, 
Iowa-based maker of Blue Bunny ice 
cream and frozen novelties. 

Joseph Rainboth ’08 B.S., 
Spearfish, South Dakota, is the USD 
admissions regional director for 
western  South Dakota. 

KimberLee Reins ’05 M.A., 
Burbank, South Dakota, joined the 
Vermillion School District as speech 
language pathologist. 

David Rezac ’00 B.S., ’04 J.D., Sioux 
Falls,  South Dakota, a partner at 
Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz & Smith, 
LLP in Sioux Falls, was named a 
2015 “Up and Coming” lawyer 
in corporate/commercial law by 
Chambers USA. 

Jodi (Block) Richey ’04 B.A., ’04 
B.A., Le Mars, Iowa, has joined the 
staff of the Le Mars Community 
Schools as the high school  
language arts teacher and large 
group speech assistant. 

Joel Rische ’05 B.S., Pierre,  
South Dakota, joined Davenport, 
Evans, Hurwitz & Smith Law Firm of  
Sioux Falls as an associate attorney. 
His practice will focus on complex 
and commercial litigation and 
insurance litigation.

Richard Rylance ’08 J.D., Rapid 
City, South Dakota, has joined 
MorganTheeler as an associate.

Bobbi Jo Thury ’06 M.B.A., ’07 
J.D., Sioux Falls,  South Dakota, was 
named the  South Dakota State Bar 
2014 Young Lawyer of the Year.  
She is a partner at Cutler & 
Donahoe, LLP in Sioux Falls, where 
she practices in the areas of estate 
and succession planning.

Ryan Van Zee ’05 Ed.D., Sioux 
Falls,  South Dakota, is the new 
director of the Kelley Center 
for Entrepreneurship at Dakota 
Wesleyan University. Previously, 
Van Zee had been the director 
of entrepreneurial studies at the 
University of Sioux Falls since 2008. 

Timothy Vandall ’07 B.S., ’09 M.P.A., 
 Ellsworth, Kansas, is the new city 
administrator for Lansing, Kansas.

Marcus Walton ’08 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, has opened a new 
law practice in Sioux Falls. 

Kristin (Trost) Wheeler ’06 M.A., 
Huron, South Dakota, is a clinical 
supervisor of the IMPACT program 
of Community Counseling Services. 

Nathan Wolf ’05 M.A., Marshall, 
Minnesota, joined the coaching staff 
as men’s and women’s cross country 
head coach at Dordt College in 
Sioux Center, Iowa. 

Meghan Woster ’06 B.A., ’11 J.D., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, is an 
assistant U.S. attorney in the civil 
division and recently was named 
the Young Lawyer of the Year by the  
South Dakota Bar Association.

Tara (Scheel) Young ’03 B.S.B.A., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, has been 
promoted to marketing specialist 
at Paulsen Advertising, where 
she will have expanded roles in 
new business, internal programs, 
digital, account service and human 
resources. She also specializes in 
pay per click, email marketing and 
domain management. 

Beau Barrett ’14 J.D., Yankton, 
South Dakota, joined the Johnson, 
Miner, Marlow, Woodward & Huff 
firm as an associate attorney.

Betsy (Adkins) Becker ’14 t.D.P.T., 
Omaha, Neb., was recently named 
the recipient of the Innovative 
Scholarship Award from the 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center’s School of Allied  
Health Professions. 

Mychal Bogan ’11 B.A., Santa 
Clarita, California, rap artist, was 
named a Portland 2015 Best New 
Band poll finalist. 

Joshua Brown ’13 J.D.,  
Greenwood Village, Colorado, 
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joined the law firm of Vogt, Brown, 
Merry and Hammer law office in  
Dell Rapids, South Dakota. 

Jami Buttke ’10 B.M.A., Corona, 
South Dakota, is a  South Dakota 
Artist-in-Residence. 

Matthew Caffee ’15 B.F.A., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, exhibited his 
work in USD’s John A. Day Gallery. 
Caffee creates his work utilizing 
materials such as ink, paint and salt 
on plexiglass. 

Matthew Campbell ’10 B.B.A., ’13 
J.D., ’13 M.B.A., Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, joined the Siegel, Barnett, & 
Schutz firm.

Lucia Carlson ’12 B.A., ’15 M.A.,  
Rio Rico, Arizona, was awarded a  
J. William Fulbright Scholarship and 
used her scholarship to travel to 
Germany to further her knowledge 
of that country, including building 
her skills as a German speaker, and 
as a teacher of English to Germans. 

Nathan Chicoine ’10 B.A., ’13 J.D., 
Rapid City, South Dakota, joined 
the Gunderson, Palmer Nelson & 
Ashmore, LLP firm as an associate.

Thomas Compton ’11 B.S., 
Rosemount, Minnesota, an offensive 
lineman, was retained on the 
Washington Redskins’ 2015 team. 
The team has also been using him as 
a blocking tight end.

Kimberly De Hueck ’13 J.D., 
Spearfish, South Dakota, has joined 
the Kinney Law firm as an associate. 

Katherine Douglas ’13 B.A. 
Washington, D.C., is a member of  
U.S. Senator Mike Rounds’ D.C. staff.

Margaret English ’11 Ed.D., Belle 
Fourche, South Dakota, will be the 
yearbook advisor, oral interp coach 
and the onsite AP liason at the 
Newell School District.

Kevin Finkey ’15 Ed.S., 
Sumner, Nebraska, will be the 
superintendent of schools at the 
Sumner-Eddyville-Miller, Nebraska 
School District. 

Megan Glisar ’15 B.S., Sergeant 
Bluff, Iowa, was awarded an NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholarship for her 
dedication in the classroom and 
on the track. Glisar, a two-time 
All-American for the Coyotes, held 
a 3.70 cumulative GPA. Beyond her 
All-America distinctions, Glisar won 

four Summit League high jump 
titles and set the school record at 
6 feet ¾ inch both the indoor and 
outdoor high jump. Glisar plans  
to remain at the University of 
South Dakota to earn her doctorate 
in audiology. 

Jill Guericke ’14 B.B.A., Vermillion, 
South Dakota, is currently employed 
at the International Trading Division 
Forest Products Distributors in 
Rapid City.

Brant Haase ’15 B.S., Lemmon, 
South Dakota, was awarded an  
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship 
for his dedication in the classroom 
and on the track. Haase graduated 
with a perfect 4.00 GPA and earned 
a bachelor’s degree in health 
sciences. During his Coyote career, 
Haase made the 2015 Capital One 
Academic All-America Men’s  
Cross Country/Track and Field  
Team, earned seven All-Summit 
League honors and collected six 
Academic All-Summit League 
awards. Haase will pursue a 
graduate degree in pharmacy.

Alex Halbach ’10 M.B.A., ’10 J.D., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, has 
become a partner in the Cutler  
Law Firm.

N. Craig Haugaard ’14 M.B.A., 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, captured 
third place in the 2014 World Cup 
Championship of Futures Trading. 
Haugaard is grain marketing 
manager at North Central  
Farmers Elevator. 

Erin Healy ’13 M.A., Washington, 
D.C., has been hired as consumer 
insights specialist at Lawrence & 
Schiller, an integrated marketing 
and digital strategy firm based in 
Sioux Falls.

Ryan Heise ’14 Ed.M.P.E., Sarasota, 
Florida, is the new administrator for 
Egg Harbor Village. 

Breanna Helland ’15 B.A., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, was 
awarded a Fulbright scholarship.

Cayla Hilbrands ’15 B.B.A., Elk 
Point, South Dakota, has joined 
the  South Dakota USDA Rural 
Development team as a loan 
assistant and will be stationed at the 
state office in Huron.

Ashley (Adams) Hillard ’11 
B.A., Rapid City, South Dakota, 

joined Black Hills Urgent Care as a 
physician assistant. 

Schuyler Holtrop ’14 B.S.Ed., 
Huron, South Dakota, is a fifth grade 
teacher and seventh grade football 
coach in the Huron School District. 

Matthew Huffer ’14 B.G.S., Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, an offensive tackle, 
was signed by the Atlanta Falcons.

Gabrielle Jarchow ’10 B.S.Ed., ’11 
M.A., Sioux Falls, South Dakota is the 
head coach for the Vermillion High 
School volleyball team. 

Cesar Juarez ’11 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, joined Bangs, 
McCullen, Butler, Foye & Simmons 
law firm.

Andrew Kimbell ’13 B.S., Spencer, 
Iowa, is a member of the Rapid City 
Police Department. 

Chelsea Loucks ’15 M.A., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, is director 
of museum collections at the Clay 
County (Iowa) Heritage Center in 
Spencer, Iowa. 

Christine Mauszycki ’14 M.P.A., 
Mitchell, South Dakota, was 
promoted to assistant professor  
of accounting at Dakota  
Wesleyan University.

Royal McGregor ’11 B.S., 
Dickinson, North Dakota, accepted 
a sports reporting job with the 
Odessa (Texas) American to cover 
the Permian Panthers—the team 
featured on “Friday Night Lights.”  

Erik Muckey ’14 B.B.A., Sioux  
Falls, South Dakota, works for  
Meta Payment Systems as a  
project manager.

Sundaram Nataraja ’11 M.A., ’14 
Ed.D., Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, is the 
chair of the Department of Aviation 
at Central Washington University in 
Ellensburg. 

David Olson ’14 Ed.S., Spearfish, 
South Dakota, is the assistant 
principal for Sturgis Elementary 
School and Sturgis Williams  
Middle School.

Jennifer Pechous ’15 B.S.Ed., 
Tabor, South Dakota, is a  
teacher with the Brandon Valley 
School District. 

Kayla Prasek ’14 B.A., Watertown, 
South Dakota, joined Prairie Business 
Magazine as a staff reporter in 

Grand Forks, N.D.

Thomas Reynolds ’13 J.D.,’13 
M.B.A., Yankton, South Dakota, is an 
associate of the Kennedy, Pier, Knoff, 
Loftus firm.

Emily Rohmiller ’14 D.P.T., 
Yankton, South Dakota, has joined 
the rehabilitation department as a 
physical therapist at Mercy Medical 
Center in Sioux City, Iowa.

Patricia Roth ’15 M.A., Watertown, 
South Dakota, was chosen as a  
recipient of the Minority Master’s 
Fellowship for addictions counselors 
by the National Board for Certified 
Counselors. 

Delaney Schenk ’15 B.A., Elkhorn, 
Nebraska, is public relations 
coordinator for OBI Creative, 
a research-based, innovation-
driven advertising, marketing and 
communication firm.

Emily Schilling ’12 B.B.A., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, joined 
the account services team at 
HenkinSchultz Creative, a full-
service marketing and advertising 
agency in Sioux Falls. 

Carissa Selken ’15 B.S., Vermillion, 
South Dakota, is an admissions 
counselor at Morningside College. 

Justin Shatto ’11 B.B.A.,  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, opened 
Woofs & Waves, a pet supply store, 
on Sioux Falls’ east side. Shatto 
has a decade of experience in the 
pet industry. His staff brings 50 
years of combined experience 
knowledgeable in animal nutrition 
and customer service. Shatto was a 
member of a successful SIFE team 
while at USD.

Kylea Sheley ’13 M.A., Yale, Iowa, 
joined the USD athletic training staff 
and will work specifically with the 
track and field teams.

Jason Shepherd ’12 Ph.D., Schaller, 
Iowa, an associate professor of 
computer science, was honored 
by Buena Vista University with its 
highest honor for excellence in 
teaching, the George Wythe Award. 

Tracye Sherrill ’15 J.D., Yankton, 
South Dakota, joined the Lynn, 
Jackson, Shultz & Lebrun law firm in 
Sioux Falls. 

Kassie (McKie) Shiffermiller ’14 
J.D., Vermillion, South Dakota, is 
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an associate attorney with Lynn, 
Jackson, Shultz & Lebrun in  
Rapid City.

Laurie Siegel ’12 B.B.A., Burbank, 
South Dakota, was promoted to 
senior accountant at King, Reinsch, 
Prosser & Co., L.L.P. of Sioux City. 

Jamie Smith ’12 B.A., ’12 B.S.Ed., 
Norfolk, Nebraska, teaches Spanish 
at Vermillion High School and 
Vermillion Middle School.

Wyatt Smith ’13 B.M., Seattle, 
Washington, is in the doctoral 
program at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, where he 
studies organ. 

Tyler Starr ’13 B.S.R., Little Rock, 
Iowa, was signed to the Atlanta 
Falcons practice squad.

David Stoos ’14 M.A., Jefferson, 
South Dakota, joined Boyce  
Law Firm as an associate in  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Brooke Sydow ’12 Ed.D., Huron, 
South Dakota, has been hired as  
the city’s new workforce 
development coordinator.

Tyler Tordsen ’15 B.S., Pierre,  
South Dakota, works for U.S.  
Sen. Mike Rounds in the Pierre  
field office.

Marilyn Trefz ’12 J.D., Vermillion, 
South Dakota, joined the firm of 
Dorothy & Krause in Sioux Falls.

Katey Ulrich ’15 B.S., Watertown, 
South Dakota, received Pi Beta Phi 
Fraternity for Women’s prestigious 
Chapter Service Award for 
Outstanding Servant Leadership. 
The award honors an individual who 
has exhibited meritorious service 
to her chapter through leadership, 
responsibility, dependability, 
initiative and contribution to 
chapter spirit and unity. It is given 
annually to one collegiate member 
of Pi Beta Phi. 

Paul Van Olson ’13 J.D., Yankton, 
South Dakota, joined Johnson, 
Miner, Marlow, Woodward & Huff as 
an associate attorney.

Kellie Vande Weerd ’14 B.S.Ed., 
Sioux Center, Iowa, joined the staff 
as a special education teacher at 
Kluckhohn Elementary and the Le 
Mars Community Middle School.

Caleb Veldhouse ’13 J.D., ’13 
M.B.A., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
is an associate at the Woods, Fuller, 
Shultz & Smith Sioux Falls office.

Erica Vonk ’14 M.B.A. Ireton, 
Iowa, is an instructor in business at 
Northwestern College in Orange 
City, Iowa. 

John Walker ’11 M.A. Colman, 
South Dakota, is a biology, anatomy 
and physiology and physical science 
teacher at Flandreau Public Schools. 

Joseph Wiltse ’14 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, has joined the Hagan, 
Wilka & Archer firm as an associate.

Catherine Zumpano-Chicoine ’13 
J.D., Rapid City, South Dakota, has 
joined the Thomas, Braun, Bernard  
& Burke firm as an associate attorney.

 

Marriages

Rachel (Heikes) Crisp ’04 M.B.A. 
and Andrew Crisp were married 
Aug. 1, 2014. The couple resides in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Christopher Defty ’09 B.B.A. and 
Krysta (Tholen) Defty were married 
April 18, 2015. The couple resides in 
Cape Coral, Florida.

Luke Groth ’08 B.B.A. and Rebecca 
(Chamberlin) Groth ’09 B.S.,’14 
M.A. were married May 16, 2015. 
The couple resides in Vermillion, 
South Dakota.       

Danielle (Meyer) Krier ’09 B.S.  
and Matthew Krier were married 
Sept. 13, 2014. The couple resides in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Eric Lorenzen ’05 B.S. and Tiffany 
(Cornelius) Lorenzen were married 
April 25, 2015. The couple resides in 
Iowa Falls, Iowa.

Brittni (Konrad) Stone ’08 B.S.Ed., 
’09 M.A. and Tanner Stone were 
married June 12, 2015. The couple 
resides in Papillion, Nebraska.

Jamie (Barnett) Swartzer ’06 B.A. 
and Patrick Swartzer were married 
July 19, 2014. The couple resides in 
Chicago, Illinois.     

Brandon Wagner ’09 B.S.Ed., ’11 
M.A. and Ashley (Sveum)  
Wagner ’13 B.S. were married  
May 31, 2014. The couple resides in 
Utica, South Dakota. 

Jacob Conover ’14 B.B.A. and 
Katelyn (Breen) Conover ’14 
B.B.A. were married Feb. 21, 2015.  
The couple resides in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. 

William Davis ’14 B.S.Ed. and 
Sausha (Shea) Davis ’12 B.S. were 
married June 6, 2015. The couple 
resides in Akron, Iowa.

Bryce Gades ’11 B.S. ’14 D.P.T. 
and Robin (Hoffman) Gades were 
married July 18, 2015. 

Evan Hegge ’13 B.B.A., ’13  M.P.A. 
and Jenna Van Heek were married 
May 23, 2015. The couple resides in 
Scottsdale, Arizona.

Jared Heiden ’11 B.B.A. and Kasie 
(Olson) Heiden ’11 B.A. were 
married May 1, 2015. The couple 
resides in Vermillion, South Dakota. 

Kraig Kronaizl ’11 J.D., ’12 M.B.A. 
and Morgan (Peck) Kronaizl ’11 
B.A., ’14 J.D. were married Aug. 7, 
2015. The couple resides in Scotland, 
South Dakota.   

Kristopher Lulf ’12 M.S. and 
Jennifer (Tanderup) Lulf were 
married June 13, 2015. The couple 
resides in Vermillion, South Dakota.

Tyler Maxwell ’12 B.S.Ed. and 
Kelly (Turner) Maxwell ’12 B.S. 
were married May 30, 2015.  
The couple resides in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

Dustin Rusche ’13 M.M. and Dave 
Soroka were married on June 12, 
2015. The couple resides in  
Sioux City, Iowa.       

Miranda (Arnold) Theesen ’14 
B.S.Ed. and Andrew Theesen were 
married Oct. 18, 2014. The couple 
resides in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Sarah (Gonzalez) Ulmer ’11 B.B.A. 
and Reece Ulmer were married  
May 16, 2015. The couple resides in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Megan (Rueb) VanHeerde ’14 B.S. 
and Tyler VanHeerde were married 
June 20, 2015. The couple resides in 
Baltic, South Dakota.

Rachel (Wilson) Wieneke ’10 B.S. 
and Ethan Wieneke were married 
Nov. 8, 2014. The couple resides in 
Round Lake, Minnesota. 

Births

Flynn Theodore was born April 18, 
2015 to Emily (Logue) Freeburg 
’07 A.S., ’08 B.S., and John  Freeburg 
of Gayville, South Dakota. 

 A daughter, Nora, was born April 16, 
2014 to Blake Hanisch ’09 B.B.A., 
’09 M.P.A., and Carissa Hanisch of 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

A daughter, Hadley Julian, was 
born in March 2015 to Eric ’02 B.S., 
’04 M.A. and Haley (Hubregtse) 
Holmes ’02 B.S.B.A., ’04 M.A., of 
Portland, Oregon. She is named 
after Julian Hall, which is where 
her parents met and lived while 
attending USD. She joins a big  
sister, Harper.

Rex Steven was born Jan. 4, 2015 
to Karie (Swanhorst) Roers ’01 
B.S.B.A. and Neil Roers of Plymouth, 
Minnesota. The family also has 
another son, Franklin, 3. 

Eleanor Mae Stapleton was born 
April 15, 2015 to Amie (Richter) 
Stapleton ‘03 B.S., and Joe  
Stapleton of Centennial, Colorado.

Show your pride—add the USD decal  
to your new license plates!

DRIVE  
WITH  

PRIDE!

USDCoyoteStore.com or call 1-800-655-ALUM

http://usdcoyotestore.com/
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In Memoriam
Faculty 
Frances (Oldham) Kelsey, M.D.,  
Chevy Chase, Maryland. Dr. Kelsey taught 
pharmacology at USD 1954–57. She was  
most famous as the reviewer for the U.S.  
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) who  
refused to authorize thalidomide for market  
because she had concerns about the  
drug’s safety. Her concerns proved to be  
justified when it was shown that thalidomide  
caused serious birth defects. Kelsey’s  
career intersected with the passage of  
laws strengthening FDA oversight of  
pharmaceuticals. Kelsey was the second  
woman to be awarded the President’s  
Award for Distinguished Federal Civilian  
Service by then-President John F. Kennedy. 

Clifford Papik ’38, Spearfish, South Dakota

William Barton, Jr. ’43, Mesa, Arizona
Joy (Clark) Butz ’44, De Pere, Wisconsin
Byrdena (Elbert) Dlugosch ’40, Glenview, Illinois
Victor Garvis ’47, Moline, Illinois
Ardath (Hakl) Hinman ’49, Carter, South Dakota
John McGuire ’43, Naples, Florida
George Padrnos ’48, ’84, Yankton, South Dakota
Orvin Plucker ’48, Merriam, Kansas
Verlyn (Taylor) Schroeder ’44, Sioux Falls,  
    South Dakota
Barbara (Sheafe) Stockman ’44,  
    Colorado Springs, Colorado
Hazel (Wier) Teot ’44, ’45, Midland, Michigan
Janis (Siekmeier) Tiffany ’40, San Diego, California
Hugh Warren ’48, Granger, Indiana
Gordon Young ’49, Sioux City, Iowa

Mary (Falk) Pratt ’50, Golden Valley, Minnesota
Lawrence Andersen ’53, Milbank, South Dakota
Earl Boxa ’55, Gregory, South Dakota
Richard Buckstead ’56, Northfield, Minnesota
John Conway, Jr. ’56, ’58, San Pedro, California
Donald Cornell ’55, Minnetonka, Minnesota
Betty (Fideler) Dale ’54, Aurora, Colorado
Gelvin DeRoos ’57, Des Moines, Iowa
W. Krage Gardiner ’59, Greenville, North Carolina
John Green ’52, Napoleon, Ohio
William Greenough ’57, ’59, Dallas, Texas
A. Dwight Grotewold ’53, Sun Lakes, Arizona
Grace (Nymeyer) Haan ’58, Vermillion,   
    South Dakota
Robert Haeder ’56, ’59, Huron, South Dakota
Willard Hawkins ’51, ’53, Springfield, Missouri
Alvin Heckel ’58, Huron, South Dakota
Francis Hyjek ’55, Minnetonka, Minnesota
George Jensen ’58, Rochester, Minnesota
Raymond Johansen ’51, Sioux City, Iowa
James Kennedy, Jr. ’57, Sunrise Beach, Missouri
Stanley Lassegard ’58, Ames, Iowa

Thomas Milton ’52, Indianapolis, Indiana
Lawrence O’Toole ‘55, Dubuque, Iowa
R. William Parsons ’58, Littleton, Colorado
Gerald Reade ’57, ’59, Yankton, South Dakota
Orland Rothlisberger ’56, ’59, Culpeper, Virginia
Joseph Sippel ’57, Vermillion, South Dakota
Ann (Holleman) Smith ’59, Louisville, Kentucky
John Wehde ’55, ’57, Huron, South Dakota
Audene (Stoeveken) Wingert ’55,  
    Saint Paul, Minnesota

Hoyt Acuff ’67, Boone, Iowa
Roger Allen ’63, Brandon, South Dakota
Niel Andersen ’63, Helena, Montana
Kristine (Hexberg) Bedford ’69,  
    Richmond, California
Barbara Beukelman ’67, Hillsboro, Oregon
Thomas Cooper ’67, Moville, Iowa
Darrell Cordier ’67, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma
John Eiesland ’63, Anoka, Minnesota
Donald Erpelding ’63, Minnetonka, Minnesota
Gary Gray ’68, Las Vegas, Nevada
James Hansen, Sr. ’62, Albuquerque, New Mexico
William Higgs ’65, Reno, Nevada
James Kessel ’68, Mesa, Arizona
Richard Kilgore ’67, Pierson, Iowa
Arvin Kitchenmaster ’66, Hawarden, Iowa
Wayne Kroeger ’67, Nokomis, Illinois
Jeannene (Reaves) Libby ’62, Onida, South Dakota
Charles Lindemann ’61, Janesville, Wisconsin
Robert McBride Jr. ’67, Cleveland, Tennessee
Janet McDonough ’66, Des Moines, Iowa
Vernon Miller ’63, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Larry Nelson ’67, Sturgis, South Dakota
Myrna Noland ’65, Smithton, Missouri
Paul Noyes ’68, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Irl Oaks, Jr. ’61, Sun City West, Arizona
Paul O’Boyle ’61, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Janet (Hoherz) Pfeifer ’61, Lynnwood, Washington
Frederick Raffety ’60, Rockford, Illinois
Dennis Schmidt ’67, Hopkins, Minnesota
Michael Strain ’63, ’66, White River, South Dakota
H. Jay Vanderlinden ’61, Red Wing, Minnesota
George Willis ’68, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Roger Abell ’73, ’81, ’83, Tempe, Arizona
Dale Bails ’70, Memphis, Tennessee
Jane (Brunick) DeSmet ’74, Rapid City,  
    South Dakota
Jacqueline Downs ’72, Pierre, South Dakota
William Fergen ’73, Menno, South Dakota
Ronald Fiedler ’73, Maricopa, Arizona
Jay Heath ’77, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Dianne (Evenson) Hill-Hines ’70,  
    Hopkins, Minnesota
Max Hines ’77, Plymouth, Indiana
Colleen (Collins) Hunter ’77, Keystone,  
    South Dakota
James Kirkeby ’73, Brandon, South Dakota
Dean Larson ’78, ’82, Fort Myers, Florida
Darwin Lewis ’78, Sioux City, Iowa
Glenn Mccreary, Jr. ’76, Dakota Dunes,  
    South Dakota
Sondra Miller ’77, Garden City, Kansas

Jonathan Pederson ’70, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Mildred Peterson ’76, Sioux City, Iowa
Creighton Robertson ’76, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Ricky Schrag ’70, Akron, Pennsylvania
Russell Schroeder, Jr. ’73, Osage, Iowa
Jane Sellen ’75, Lawrence, Kansas
Karen (Bollinger) Triem ’78, San Tan Vly, Arizona

Patrick K. Duffy ’87, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Jerome Hofer ’82, Pierre, South Dakota
Paul Peterson ’83, Sioux City, Iowa
Michael Schumacher ’89, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Niles Stanley ’81, Oakland Park, Florida
Kenneth Steele ’82, ’89, Lake Andes, South Dakota
Janel (Reynolds) Sully, ’83, ’95, Rosebud,  
    South Dakota
Gary Thaler ’87, Bristol, Wisconsin

Jason Fleckenstein ’97, Sioux City, Iowa
Brett Fox ’94, Boise, Idaho
Brett Lammers ’91, Blair, Nebraska
Bonita Larson ’92, Vancouver, Washington
Mary Raveling ’96, Cherokee, Iowa
Jimmie Walker ’91, Sioux City, Iowa

Arlin Hanson ’00, Burbank, South Dakota
Jason Koch ’00, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Alicia (Folkers) Hummel ’12, Sioux City, Iowa
Andrew Zajac ’14, Silver City, New Mexico

Love USD?  
Show it off year round.
Show your USD pride every time you 
make a purchase. Sign up for the USD 
Visa® Platinum Rewards card. 

Apply today at
www.usdalumni.com or  
call 800-821-5184
Mention code USD Alumni

http://www.usdalumni.com/
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Get The Truth 
By W. Michael Floyd ‘72 B.S.Ed. 
ISBN: 978-1-250-04333-7 

Three former CIA officers 
teach you how to persuade 
anyone to tell you all. 

Prepare to Win  
Ten Vital Steps to Expand  
Your Potential 
By David Severson ‘70 B.A. 
ISBN: 978-1480004603 

If you want to be proactive in a reactive world, 
you need to get there first, be the turn-to 
expert, and do it with creative and superlative 
style; then, you will be among the elite, the 
profound and the brilliant. This book is for 
people who want to make more out of their 
lives and strive to make a positive impact in 
this challenging world.   

ALUMNI BOOKS

Have you written or edited 
a book recently?
To have your book considered for our 
next issue, please send a complimentary 
copy and a description of its contents to:

USD Alumni Association 
ATTN: Alumni Books
414 East Clark Street Vermillion, SD 57069-2390

How To Measure Anything  
Finding the Value of ‘Intangibles’ 
in Business 
By Douglas Hubbard ‘86 B.S.B.A.,’88 M.B.A. 
ISBN: 978-1-118-53927-9 

How to Measure Anything shows managers how to 
make less risky, more profitable business decisions. 
This insightful and eloquent book will show you 
how to measure those things in your own business, 
government agency or other organization that, until 
now, you may have considered “immeasurable,” 
including customer satisfaction, organizational 
flexibility, technology risk and technology ROI. 

Kitty and the Magic Cats
By Sean McCoy ‘73 B.S.B.A.
ISBN: 978-0-578-14458-0 

This first book in the Little Miss 
Mary Discovery Series is designed  
to ignite children’s love of the arts 
while nurturing and strengthening 
the natural creativity of the  
young mind. 

The Pendulum of Politics 
By Craig Parkinson ‘83 M.A. ‘07 M.A. 
ISBN: 978-1-4567-1921-0 

An American history written from the 
entertaining point of view of today’s 
politics. To purchase, email author at 
ppogp71419@outlook.com.

Emotional Ninja
How to Control My Emotions 
Instead of Letting Them  
Control Me
By William Blake Paul ‘00 M.A. and  
John Paul ‘10 Ph.D. 
ISBN: 9781514604090 

This book is written for young people, but is 
useful for adults, too. It provides a primer of 
basic emotions and then decribes various ways 
of coping with them, including many of the 
latest ideas from the field of psychotherapy. 

Sweet Dreams
By Joan (Monk) Potter ‘88 A.A., ‘88 B.S. 
ISBN: 978-0996551205 

Grace Kimball, R.N., and nurse 
anesthetist Paul “Dakota” Kohler 
find themselves tangled in a 
wrongful death suit and a fun 
midlife romance. Sweet Dreams is a 
story of grown-ups growing more. 

mailto:ppogp71419@outlook.com
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Pride, Persistence and Progress 

This 200-plus-page coffee-table-style  
book is filled with historical photos,  
intriguing historical facts, fun stories  
and memories that stretch across the  
150-year history of the University of  
South Dakota.  

This pictorial history is a great gift for alumni of any age. Retails for $54.95.

To order, visit www.USDCoyoteStore.com or call 800-655-ALUM (2586).

The 150-Year History of the  
University of South Dakota

http://hotelstorm.com/university-of-south-dakota
http://www.usdcoyotestore.com/
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Join your fellow Coyotes who have  
already discovered  the value of  
membership and a lifetime link with USD.


