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Dear Alumni and Friends,

Since 1889 the USD Alumni Association has served to create lifetime connections among 
Coyotes and to inspire their service, leadership and loyalty to the University of South Dakota. 
We are grateful to all the alums who proudly wear the red and white and who serve the 
university in so many ways.
  The power of those relationships begins on campus as young men and women arrive to 
explore their talents and test their minds and bodies in academics, athletics, creativity and 
service. They leave as Coyotes forever, and the Alumni Association exists to help them tap 
that reservoir of joy and success throughout their lives.
  The University of South Dakota Foundation exists to support the university. And big 
things are happening at USD. The Foundation is engaged in the largest higher education 
fund-raising campaign in state history, Onward: the Campaign for South Dakota. We’ve built 
exciting new facilities to support Division 1 athletics, we’ve added new student buildings with 
modern amenities, and we are increasing support for scholarships and outstanding faculty. 
  Now more than ever, it is vitally important that the Alumni Association and the USD 
Foundation work together to build even more robust connections with our alums, donors and 
friends. In the next few months, the Alumni Association and the USD Foundation will seek 
your input on expanding outreach to alumni, providing new avenues for participation and 
involvement with your university and offering additional services and benefits. 
  We invite all of our alums to join this effort to strengthen our Alumni Association and 
make it more meaningful in our lives, on our campus and in our world. 

Sincerely,

James W. Abbott, President

Dear Alumni,

It has been my honor to serve as your Alumni Association director  
for the past seven and half years. It is the association’s goal to ensure  
all alumni have the opportunity to be engaged in meaningful ways.  
The USD Foundation will extend its resources to provide the 
operational leadership for donor relations and alumni engagement.
     Though we arrive on campus in different eras, with varying 
backgrounds, diverse dreams and aspirations, we leave with a common 

bond built in Vermillion and I have enjoyed tremendously hearing your memories, sharing 
your stories and keeping you connected to your alma mater. 
 The pride and appreciation I felt for USD on graduation day is only a fraction of what I 
feel today and I hope it is a sentiment you share. I encourage you to continue to find ways to 
be involved and invested in the future. 

With warm Coyote regards,

Kersten Johnson ’87 B.A.
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AROUND CAMPUS

NEW FACES

Ranjit Koodali, Ph.D., was 
named dean of the Graduate School 
in May, a role which will add to the 
11 years he has been part of USD. 
The chemistry professor now has 
administrative responsibility for 
the university’s graduate programs, 
policies and staff, with a primary 
focus on improving graduate student 

recruitment and credential completion while enhancing the 
diversity and inclusion in graduate programs.
 Koodali obtained his bachelor’s degrees in chemistry, 
physics and mathematics from Loyola College in Chennai, 
India. He continued his studies at the Indian Institute of 
Technology, Madras, where he obtained both a master’s 
degree in chemistry and a doctorate in photocatalysis. 
Koodali has also assisted with research at the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, the University of Houston, and 
Kansas State University, and published more than 125 works.

William G. Mayhan, Ph.D.,  
began his role as dean of the Division 
of Basic Biomedical Sciences at the 
University of South Dakota Sanford 
School of Medicine in March. 
Formerly the head of the Department 
of Cellular Biology and Anatomy 
at the Louisiana State University 
Health Sciences Center in Shreveport, 

Louisiana, Mayhan brings more than 30 years of professional 
knowledge and experience to USD. 
 Mayhan received his bachelor’s degree from Creighton 
University and doctorate from the University of Nebraska, 
both in his hometown of Omaha, Nebraska. He then pursued 
his postdoctoral studies at the University of Iowa. An avid 
researcher, he has received funding from the National Institutes 
of Health since 1983. The new dean has collaborated with 
the American Heart Association and the National Science 
Foundation research on numerous occasions, and has published 
more than 200 works.

Matthew Sayre, Ph.D., became 
chair of the anthropology and 
sociology departments on June 1.  
He has been part of the USD 
community since 2011 as an  
assistant professor of anthropology. 
 Sayre graduated from the 
University of Chicago with a bachelor’s 
degree in anthropology, then moved 

to the West Coast to pursue both a master’s degree and Ph.D. 
in anthropology at the University of California, Berkeley. After 
graduating, he served as a post-doctoral fellow with Stanford 
University and later as a program director at the Institute of 
Andean Studies in Berkeley, California. He has been actively 
researching the Chavin de Huantar site in the Peruvian Andes 
since 2002, where he studies the ecological, agricultural, 
economic and ritual practices of past Chavin inhabitants. His 
research has been supported by grants and funding from USD 
and the National Science Foundation. 

The USD Sanford School of Medicine 
and Sanford Clinic has named 
Russell Wilke, M.D., Ph.D., 
F.A.C.P., as chair of the Department 
of Internal Medicine. He also holds 
a position as enterprise director 
of pharmacogenetics, the study of 
inherited genetic differences in drug 
responses, at Sanford Imagenetics. 

 Wilke received his medical and doctoral degrees in 
pharmacology and toxicology from the Medical College 
of Wisconsin. He went on to hold faculty positions at the 
University of Wisconsin, the Medical College of Wisconsin 
and Vanderbilt University. He most recently practiced 
general internal medicine at the Sanford Medical Center in 
Fargo, North Dakota, and is part of the clinical faculty at 
the University of North Dakota. His research in the field has 
been funded by the National Institutes of Health, and he has 
published more than 100 works relating to drug response. 

GRADUATE SCHOOLBASIC BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES

ANTHROPOLOGY/SOCIOLOGY
INTERNAL MEDICINE
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Birkeland was honored in the tenure-track category. An 
assistant professor in the Division of Economics and Decision 
sciences in the Beacom School of Business, she teaches 
macroeconomics, money and banking, and more. She has 
also been the faculty coordinator of the business school’s 
renowned Master of Professional Accountancy program since 
January 2015. Birkeland holds a Ph.D. and master’s degree 
in economics from Arizona State University, as well as a 
bachelor’s degree in economics from USD (2001). In addition 
to her work with students, Birkeland conducts research in 
macroeconomic labor dynamics, the economics of higher 
education and the scholarship of teaching. 

McKeown, an associate professor in the Department of 
Political Science/Criminal Justice Studies in the College of 
Arts & Sciences, was honored in the tenured category. She 
directs USD’s criminal justice program and, as an associate 
professor, teaches courses such as juvenile justice, criminal 
prosecution and defense, and more. Licensed to practice 
law by the South Dakota State Bar Association, McKeown 
integrates personal research regarding courtroom practices 
into both her education methods and continued scholarship. 
The USD alumnae graduated in 1999 with a political science 
bachelor’s degree and received her J.D. from the USD School 
of Law in 2002. 

Birkeland, McKeown Receive  
USD’s Highest Honor

The Belbas-Larson Awards were established by a 1956 graduate of USD,  
Dean Belbas of Edina, Minnesota, and Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and his friends, 
Harold W. and Kathryn Larson of Bemidji, Minnesota, and Scottsdale, Arizona.

The University of South Dakota named Kathryn Birkeland, Ph.D., and Sandy McKeown, 
J.D., winners of the 2016 Belbas-Larson Awards for Excellence in Teaching, the highest 
honor USD bestows on its educators. 

 A faculty committee chooses Belbas-Larson recipients based on a review of portfolios 
submitted in support of the nominations by students and colleagues. Birkeland and 
McKeown were recognized at USD’s spring commencement ceremony, where each  
received a framed certificate, a commemorative medal and a $5,000 tribute.

Sandy McKeown

Kathryn Birkeland
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Dan Van Peursem, Ph.D., and Matthew Sayre, Ph.D., have 
received the 2016 Richard and Sharon Cutler Faculty Awards 
in Liberal Arts, presented annually to USD faculty who 
advance liberal arts education through teaching and research 
over a three-year span.
 Van Peursem, the recipient in the Mathematics/Natural 
Sciences Division of the College of Arts & Sciences, is 
professor and chair of mathematical sciences. A member of 
the USD faculty since 1997, he has served as chair of the 
department since 2004 and currently teaches introductory 
calculus and modern geometry courses as well as the 
major’s capstone requirement. His research interests include 
analytical modeling of groundwater flow and mathematical 
modeling of population dynamics and the spread of disease. 
 Van Peursem said mentoring students, often on their 
honors research projects, is one of the most important aspects 
of his job. “Working closely with students is where I find 
my greatest sense of accomplishment and feel is our most 
important calling,” Van Peursem said. “If we can spark that 
interest in students to look beyond the obvious and ask 
the deeper questions looking for connections, I feel we are 
preparing them well for life as liberally educated citizens.”
 Van Peursem earned his Ph.D. from the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln, his M.S. from the University of South 
Dakota and his B.A. from Northwestern College.
 The award in the Social Sciences Division goes to 
Matthew Sayre, assistant professor of anthropology and 

incoming chair of the Department of Anthropology and 
Sociology. Sayre joined USD in 2011 and teaches courses in 
biological anthropology, archeology and paleoethnobotany. 
He is also a faculty member in the sustainability program.  
 Over three summers, Sayre has led undergraduate students 
on an archeological field school in Peru at the UNESCO 
World Heritage site of Chavin de Huantar, the primary 
location of his research on the ecological, agricultural, 
economic and ritual practices of people in the Andes. 
Exposing students to archeological sites and the process of 
excavating and interpreting their discoveries is a crucial part 
of his role as a professor, he said. “Our field really requires 
this experience,” Sayre said. “It’s one thing to tell students 
about this 3,000-year-old temple in Peru, but it’s another 
thing to be there and realize how amazing it is that people 
were building something like this in middle of the second 
highest mountains on earth.”
 Sayre received his Ph.D. and M.A. from the University  
of California, Berkeley, and his B.A. from the University  
of Chicago.

The Cutler Awards were endowed in 2003 by Richard and 
Sharon Cutler of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, to recognize 
distinguished faculty in the College of Arts & Sciences. 
Each winner received a $4,000 cash prize payable through 
the University of South Dakota Foundation.

Van Peursem, Sayre Honored with Cutler Awards

Dan Van Peursem and Matthew Sayre



TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP
Joshua Arens
Yankton, South Dakota
chemistry, math majors/Spanish minor

Joshua Arens’ academic success and 
leadership accomplishments have 
earned him a 2016 Harry S. Truman 
Scholarship, which provides up to 
$30,000 for graduate study. He is one 
of only 54 college juniors nationwide 
who were named Truman scholars this 
year out of a pool of 775 candidates 

nominated by 305 colleges and universities. 
 Arens’ research interests focus on the effects of climate 
change on agricultural communities worldwide. On campus, 
Arens works in the chemistry lab of Associate Professor 
Haoran Sun, Ph.D., developing novel fluorinated compounds 
that have applications in solar cells, batteries and various 
sustainable technologies. This research makes up the 
backbone of his honors thesis. During summer 2016, he is 
performing research at the University of California Berkeley 
Center for Sustainable Polymers. 
 Capitalizing on his interest in politics—he has also 
interned in the Sioux Falls office of former U.S. Sen. Tim 
Johnson—Arens said he hopes to use his scientific training 
to inform policy decisions while working at a public policy 
institute or a non-governmental organization.
 The Truman Scholarship Foundation was established 
by Congress in 1975 as the federal memorial to our 33rd 
president. The foundation awards scholarships for college 
students to attend graduate school in preparation for careers 
in government or elsewhere in public service. 

GILMAN SCHOLARSHIP
Christina Bushinger
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
anthropology, international studies majors/biology minor

An interest in nutrition and 
anthropology garnered Christina 
Bushinger a Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship to travel 
to Peru this summer and participate 
in an internship at Potato Park, a 
conservation organization dedicated to 
preserving native potato diversity and 

traditional agricultural knowledge.
 In May, Bushinger began her summer travels by studying 
on a USD faculty-led trip to Lima and Cuzco, where she took 
part in an intensive Spanish-language program, after which 
she began a month-long internship in Potato Park, a land 
reserve outside of Cuzco dedicated to preserving hundreds 
of varieties of native potato varieties and home to 6,000 
indigenous Quechua who manage the land and share their 
traditional knowledge. 
 Bushinger is one of more than 1,150 American 
undergraduate students from 377 colleges and universities 
across the U.S. selected to receive the prestigious scholarship, 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs. Gilman scholars receive up 
to $5,000 to apply towards their study abroad or internship 
program costs. 
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USD STUDENTS EARN  

10 National Scholarships
University of South Dakota students landed 10 national scholarships or fellowships 

this spring, including a Truman, two Fulbrights and two Goldwaters. National 

scholarships and fellowships, which offer significant prestige, educational and 

networking opportunities in addition to monetary benefits, are highly competitive 

and often draw hundreds of applicants for only a handful of such scholarships.



FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP
Angela Luedke ’13
Omaha, Nebraska
international studies, French majors/political science minor

Christopher Zimmer ’16
Rapid City, South Dakota
political science, history majors

Two recent graduates of the University 
of South Dakota have received Fulbright 
U.S. Student Program grants from the 
U.S. Department of State and the J. 
William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship 
Board. Angela Luedke ’13, and 
Christopher Zimmer ’16, will serve as 
English teaching assistants in Morocco 
and Greece, respectively.
 Luedke’s Fulbright experience 
will mark the second time she has 
lived in Morocco; she spent a semester 
studying abroad in the country during 
her junior year. She is currently working 
in an AmeriCorps agency in Omaha 

assisting low-income students in getting into and succeeding 
in college.
 Zimmer, a history and political science major originally 
from Rapid City, has also spent some time in Greece, where 
he will teach English at a high school in Athens. 
 Luedke and Zimmer are two of more than 1,900 U.S. 
citizens who will teach, conduct research and provide 
expertise abroad for the 2016-2017 academic year through 
the Fulbright U.S. Student Program. Recipients of Fulbright 
awards are selected on the basis of academic and professional 
achievement as well as record of service and demonstrated 
leadership in their respective fields. English teaching 
assistants spend 10 months in their assignments.
 Both Luedke and Zimmer will begin their assignments in 
September 2016.

GOLDWATER SCHOLARSHIP 
Jade Fostvedt
Vermillion, South Dakota
chemistry major/mathematics minor 

John Slunecka
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
medical biology, chemistry majors/ 
interdisciplinary sciences minor

Two science students from the 
University of South Dakota are  
among four South Dakotans and  
252 sophomores and juniors nationwide 
to receive Goldwater scholarships for 
next year.

      Jade Fostvedt’s career goal is 
to obtain a doctorate in inorganic 
chemistry and conduct research in 
alternative energy and catalysis, teach 
at a university level and lead a research 
team comprised of both graduate and 
undergraduate students.

      John Slunecka’s career goal is to 
obtain master’s and doctorate degrees 

in biochemistry and conduct research on protein structures 
and their effects on macroscopic functions of organisms  
with a focus on the human species, especially as it applies  
to diseases. 
 The scholarships will cover the cost of tuition, fees, 
books, and room and board up to $7,500 per year. Congress 
established the Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence 
in Education Program in 1986 to honor Sen. Barry 
Goldwater, who served his country for 56 years as a soldier 
and statesman, including 30 years in the U.S. Senate. The 
purpose of the foundation is to provide a continuing source 
of highly qualified scientists, mathematicians and engineers 
by awarding scholarships to college students who intend to 
pursue research careers in these fields.
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‘Not only is this a record year for USD in terms of breadth of scholarships awarded, but no other 
regional institution came close to having this many different national scholarships awarded 
to their student body in 2016. It reflects well on both the excellence of our students and the 
education they receive at USD. ‘        —James W. Abbott, USD President
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UDALL SCHOLARSHIP
Tamee Livermont
Martin, South Dakota
medical biology major/interdisciplinary sciences, 
communication minors

Tamee Livermont has been selected  
as a 2016 Udall Scholar. A member  
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe who grew  
up on the Pine Ridge Reservation, 
Livermont was chosen for the 
scholarship based on her interest in 
becoming a neonatologist serving 
Native American newborn infants  

and their mothers. She plans to use her education and 
background to counter drug and alcohol abuse through 
prevention education programs and work as a medical 
specialist in an Indian Health Services hospital or in a 
location with a large Native American population.
 Livermont works in the laboratory of Lisa McFadden, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of basic biomedical sciences at  
USD, studying how to reduce drug-seeking behavior in  
rats in relation to methamphetamine addiction. She is  
also a member of the American Indian Science and 
Engineering Society and the USD Medical Biology Club.
 The Udall Foundation selects scholarship recipients 
based on their commitment to careers in the environment, 
American Indian health care, or tribal public policy; 
leadership potential; record of public service; and  
academic achievement. 

CRITICAL LANGUAGE SCHOLARSHIP
Jenna Hayes
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
English, anthropology majors/Russian minor

Kaleigh “Rose” McLaughlin
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
international studies, history majors

Two USD students have earned 
scholarships from the U.S. Department 
of State to learn or expand their ability 
to speak Russian and Azerbaijani.  
   Jenna Hayes, a junior who’s 
pursuing a double major in English 
and anthropology, will go to Russia to 
further her learning of the language and 
culture. Kaleigh (Rose) McLaughlin 
will go to Azerbaijan this summer. 
 The trips are funded through the 
Critical Language Scholarship Program 
in the State Department’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs. 
Scholarship recipients are expected 

to continue their language study beyond the scholarship 
period and later apply their critical language skills in their 
professional careers.

Martin Muñoz, a political science and 
international studies major, earned 

a fellowship through the National Science Foundation’s 
Research Experience for Undergraduates program to study 
civil conflict management and peace science at the University 
of North Texas this summer.
  Muñoz, who will be a senior at the University of South 
Dakota in the fall, is researching civil-military relations and 
political violence in Colombia and his native country, Peru, 
as part of his honors research thesis. He will work with senior 
faculty at the program’s host university to develop theoretical 

propositions that are tested empirically using tools such as a 
geographic information system, which allows users to analyze 
and present geographical data.
  Through his job as an undergraduate researcher at USD’s 
Government Research Bureau, Muñoz already has firsthand 
experience with various data analysis tools. He plans to attend 
graduate school in international relations.
  The Research Experiences for Undergraduates program 
supports active research participation by undergraduate 
students in any of the areas of research funded by the 
National Science Foundation.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION RESEARCH 
EXPERIENCE FOR UNDERGRADUATES FELLOWSHIP
Martin Muñoz
Vermillion, South Dakota (originally from Lima, Peru)
political science/international studies major
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With more than 
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Learn more today at 

www.usd.edu/online

The University of South Dakota
offers remarkably affordable, accredited online  
undergraduate and graduate degrees.

USD
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cde@usd.edu
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We recognize them as distinct and rare when we meet someone who 
possesses a warm, authentic aura, a radiance that seems to glow. Those who 
knew Colette Abbott fondly described her personality and presence. “She 
sparkled with peace and happiness,” said Kim Grieve. “She was,” David 
Gier declared, “honesty and joy.” Celia Miner remembered, “When you 
worked on a challenging project with Colette, she made it feel like the 
clouds opened up, and optimism and opportunities blossomed.”
 From her courtside seat at University of South Dakota basketball games, 
alongside husband and University President Jim Abbott, Colette projected 
an infectious enthusiasm. “Not to take anything away from so many 
devoted Coyote fans,” explained President Abbott, “but she was the best fan 
ever for all things USD.” 
 The short-haired blonde with the gleaming smile was not only married 
to the university’s president, she also became deeply connected to the 
institution. “She loved everything about the university,” Jim Abbott offered, 
“and she was especially excited to meet and know students, and to watch 
them grow while they were here.”
 Colette Abbott grew up in Pierre, the youngest of six children born to 
Gladys and Merlyn Pugh. She was an identical, mirror twin, a left-handed 
contrast to right-handed Colleen. As youngsters the Pugh twins would 
walk together after school to South Dakota’s capitol building when the 
Legislature was in session. There they would sit quietly in the balcony, 
paying close attention to the chatter and debate of the state’s lawmakers, 
enjoying the setting’s majestic formality. It was an unconventional way 
for two young girls to pass the time, but it built in both an interest in 
observing, listening and learning. 
 “We were inseparable,” remembered Colleen. “We were rarely seen 
apart.” But Colette struggled with dyslexia, a condition that had been 
especially difficult with insensitive classmates and teachers, and the disorder 
left Colette unsure of her own abilities. Colette later admitted that as 
younger women she felt her twin sister could do nothing wrong, and she 
could do little right. 
 High school graduation did pull them apart. Although Colleen opted for 
college at South Dakota State University, Colette married, and she and her 
husband moved to Vermillion, enrolling at the University of South Dakota. 
The sisters tracked different paths, and lived dramatically different lives, but 
they communicated frequently and stayed supportive of one another. 

On May 4, 2016, Colette Abbott, wife of USD President James Abbott and mother of 
three daughters, died as the result of complications from cancer. Her tragic, sudden 
death stunned and deeply saddened many. Colette’s cancer had been diagnosed  
only days earlier, and she intended to undergo surgery and treatment. 

by Peter Carrels

Colette (left) and mirror twin sister Colleen 
at age 7. 

The twins’ Pierre (SD) Riggs High School 
Class of 1975 joint graduation portrait, with 
Colette at left. The twins were inseparable 
while growing up in Pierre, and their loving, 
supportive relationship continued as adults.
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Each became a mother, and Colleen moved to Sioux Falls, 
while Colette relocated to Brookings, and she and her 
husband later divorced. 
 Introduced by a mutual friend, Jim Abbott and Colette 
Pugh met in August 1986, mixing with a merry throng at the 
Riverboat Days festival in Yankton, where Jim was president 
of a cable television company. Colette wanted to partake in 
a venerable tradition at Yankton’s Icehouse bar, and as Jim 
sipped a soda, Colette finished her beer and ceremonially 
tossed the bottle beneath that establishment’s outside deck 
and against a brick wall. She laughed as the glass container 
shattered and joined the remains of a thousand others. “She 
always had an acute sense of adventure,” Jim recalled.
 They were smitten with each other from the start. “Jim 
and Colette were a perfect match, a dynamic couple that 
complemented each other so well,” exclaimed Celia Miner, a 
Yankton attorney and friend of the Abbotts. They married in 
early 1987, just seven months after first meeting. 
 “Jim treated her like a princess, and she was very happy 
moving with her two young daughters to Yankton to be part 
of his life there,” explained Colette’s twin, Colleen VanLoh. 

 Jim Abbott later served as a legislator, offering Colette 
Abbott a chance to revisit the state capitol in her hometown, 
and view her husband serving in the same setting that meant 
so much to her childhood.
 In 1997, Jim accepted appointment as president of  
USD, and the thriving family—Jim, Colette and now  
three daughters—relocated from Yankton 25 miles east  
to Vermillion to take up residence in the president’s  
stately home. 
 “She thought it was an honor to be called the first lady of 
USD,” said Colleen, describing her sister’s joy to be associated 
with the university and hosting visitors at the president’s 
residence. “She met many interesting people there,” Colleen 
explained, “but her favorite visitors were students, especially 
the groups of honor students that came to their home several 
times each school year.”
 “She was genuinely interested in encouraging our students, 
and she was a great listener,” remembered Kim Grieve, 
vice-president and dean of students at USD. “Students felt 
comfortable speaking with her.”
 Under the Abbott’s attentive vigilance the president’s home 
on Vermillion’s Main Street was tastefully remodeled, gently 
expanded, and it acquired a comfortable, dignified ambience; 
perfect as a gathering place for university functions. 
 “Colette was,” Kim Grieve recalled, “a graceful hostess at 
university get-togethers.” 
 Colette also became a regular volunteer for her children’s 
school activities, and then other activities and opportunities 
presented themselves. 
 She and her twin sister began jogging to stay healthy about 
the time they hit 40. It didn’t take long before they started 
running in marathons together, and running together is 
exactly what they did. Wearing identical outfits, from shoes 
to visors, the two women made it their routine to cross the 

The Chicago Marathon 2001 post-race photo with Colette at right.

Twins Colette and Colleen enjoyed running marathons together. Crossing 
the finish line at the 2001 Chicago Marathon, Colette on right. 
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finish line hand in hand, a tradition they followed at more 
than 25 races. “Colette would notice things like landscaping 
and flowers while we ran,” recalled Colleen. “And she would 
encourage other runners.”
 At the time of her death Colette had run in 38 marathons, 
and her sister had completed 39. “At the end of each race 
I’d be tired, but she’d be excited, with that runner’s high,” 
remembered Colleen. The couple always captured pre-race 
and post-race photos, and after a few years of this Colette 
insisted on freshening her trademark red lipstick for each one. 
 It wasn’t just the “running” that appealed to her, she 
discovered an affinity for the commitment and dedication 
she discovered in herself and that she witnessed in people who 
were willing to train and work hard in athletics. One of her 
favorite volunteer activities at the university was working at 
track meets as a timer. “She enjoyed the atmosphere at track 
meets,” recalled Jim Abbott. “It gave her the chance not only 
to serve the university, but to see athletic competitions from a 
closer vantage.”
 Her passion for running found an especially productive 
outlet when she was paired with a Yankton woman named 
Colleen Schurrer in 2006 to help stage a race to benefit breast 
cancer research. The Susan G. Komen organization, the 

world’s largest contributor to breast cancer research, wanted 
a presence in South Dakota. The organization sponsors 
walking and running events to raise money, and Schurrer 
volunteered to get the organization launched in the state. 
Feeling overwhelmed, Schurrer needed someone to help 
her with fundraising and organizing. Celia Miner was also 
involved, and she introduced her to Colette Abbott. 
 The two women—Colleen Schurrer and Colette—swiftly 
became effective partners and close friends, and for five years 
they worked together to target sponsors, raise money and 
organize a massive annual event the Komen organization in 
each state calls a “Race for the Cure”. 
 “We communicated almost daily, if we weren’t together,” 
remembered Colleen Schurrer. “We bonded quickly because 
we shared a love for family, and because we believed in the 
cause.” Colette had earlier lost her mother to cancer, and 
was immediately drawn to the organization’s meaningful 
objectives.
 “We also bonded because neither of us had much 
experience as fundraisers and organizers of an event this 
large,” explained Colleen. “We truly were amateurs, and we 
made plenty of early mistakes, but Colette pushed us on, and 
we surprised ourselves with great successes.”

Close friends Colleen Schurrer and Colette Abbott helped launch and organize the annual Susan B. Komen Race for the Cure 
in South Dakota, raising $700,000 for breast cancer research over a five-year span. Here, they watch runners complete the 
fundraising run at a finish line located inside the DakotaDome with USD President Jim Abbott standing behind his wife.
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 “She had an ability to make people feel better,” Schurrer 
added. “She was genuinely humble, and honesty and kindness 
were her special attributes. Those helped us make new friends 
and sponsors for Komen, and the race became a glorious, 
successful event.” 
 Indeed, the two helped raise an estimated $700,000 
from South Dakota’s “Race for the Cure”, and thousands 
of participants ran or walked to a finish line each year that 
Colette arranged within the DakotaDome. Komen’s overall 
investment for cancer programs in South Dakota during the 
time Colette and Colleen worked together—2006 to 2011— 
exceeded $1 million. 
 Colette joined the board for the South Dakota Symphony, 
where she contributed integrity and passion, according to 
David Gier, the symphony’s musical director. “She was 
a cultural ambassador,” explained Gier, “not only for the 
university but the symphony. She thought each were South 
Dakota treasures.”
 The Children’s Home Society, a non-profit devoted to 
aiding children who lack supportive home lives, was another 
organization that benefitted from her commitment and 
talents. “Because she was such a great mother, and was so 
devoted to her own children, it troubled her knowing that 
there were kids who didn’t have such a loving home life,” 
explained husband Jim. “That’s what attracted her to helping 
the Children’s Home Society.” 

 Other involvements included the South Dakota 

Foundation and its Fairy Godmother’s Fund, the Vermillion 

Community Foundation and the Heartland Humane Society.

 But for all her civic and social contributions Colette’s 

life was centered mainly on her family—her brother and 

sisters, and their spouses and children. Her parents. Her 

own children. Their children. Her husband. They were the 

brightest stars in her universe. 

 “As a wife, my mom loved deeply and truly from the 

depths of her soul,” eldest daughter Sara declared to the crowd 

assembled at her mother’s memorial service held May 9 on the 

USD campus. 

 “As our mother,” added Sara, “she was our true champion, 

offering unwavering love and support. She fell into her role as 

grandmother with the greatest of ease, giving me the greatest 

gift she could: teaching me to be a mom.”

 Summers for many years were spent at the Abbott home 

in Nantucket, a quaint island village in the Atlantic Ocean 

south and east of Massachusetts. For at least one week each 

summer the twin sisters Colleen and Colette would reconnect 

there, with the house to themselves. They’d carry on about 

their kids and grandkids. They’d go for a run. And they 

giggled, a shared characteristic; the same light-hearted giggle 

that often punctuated sentences they’d start and finish for 

each other.

Colette’s life and energy emphasized her family. In this portrait, taken at the family home in Nantucket, 
Massachusetts, daughters Lyndsey and Sara (L–R, back) and Nancy accompany Colette and Jim.
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 As she awaited surgery and medical 
treatment, Colette requested that USD Athletic 
Director David Herbster give a tour of the new 
Coyote athletic facility, where next year’s USD 
volleyball and basketball teams will compete. 
 Herbster described an ongoing discussion 
he had been having with President Abbott 
regarding the color of the arena’s courtside seats. 
Herbster favored black, while the president 
pushed for red. As the three toured the new 
facility Colette gazed over the glistening 
basketball court and pondered where her 
own seat might be. Then she asked Herbster 
about the color of the seats, and before he 
could respond she answered her own question: 
“They’ll be red, won’t they?”
 In that instant Herbster knew the discussion 
about chair color had been resolved. “Red it was, 
from that moment on,” he chuckled. 
 

 USD’s number one fan loved Coyote red; loved wearing it, and loved 
being surrounded by it. 
 She also loved roller coasters, fresh flowers, hot fudge, pink cake, 
yoga, the Dave Matthews band, and she was a tireless cross-country road 
tripper, always preferring to drive. For her 60th birthday she and her 
daughters planned a skydiving adventure. 
 “Colette was bubbly, vivacious and full of energy,” said Jim Abbott. 
“And she was always happy. She liked everybody, and she was always a 
little surprised that people liked her.”
 Such surprises must have been steady and ceaseless. 
 The university, the city of Vermillion, a statewide community, and 
especially her friends and family were jolted by her abrupt death, and 
will forever feel her absence. She may have left without a long goodbye, 
but radiant Colette will long be remembered.

We remember Colette Abbott dressed in red cheering the 
Coyotes from her DakotaDome courtside seat. She would 
have invigorated the sideline of the new sports arena, but 
it seems fitting that her final season as a fan coincided 
with a stadium’s final Coyote basketball games. 

More than anything else about USD, Colette enjoyed 
meeting and interacting with students.
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How He Got to 
Carnegie Hall

Schmaderer finds fulfillment  
at legendary venue

By Emily VanGerpen ’15
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 Joseph Schmaderer, born and raised in Sioux Falls,  
South Dakota, is currently the director of operations at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City. He graduated from  
the University of South Dakota in 1993 with a bachelor’s  
degree in business administration and a minor in 
psychology; supplementing his education with a passion 
for the arts and desire to make a difference. Like so many 
graduates, though, he wasn’t sure where to start. 
 “I came out of college not entirely knowing what the 
future held for me,” Schmaderer said. “I knew that I was a 
hard worker. I just needed the opportunity.” 
 The Midwesterner never thought he would find his place 
in the nation’s hub for artistic and musical entertainment. 
But 20 years later, that confidence and work ethic have 
elevated Schmaderer from an entry-level employee to 
managing business operations for one of the most prestigious 
performance venues in the world. What he calls business 
operations are more than the usual board meetings and 
budgets—although there’s plenty of that, too. He manages 
the 750 live performances and recordings during each 
concert season as well as a 110-member staff that includes 
three labor unions. 
 As much as he loves the nearly constant activity, 
Schmaderer hasn’t forgotten his roots. Even now he 
remains in shock of the journey that took him to New York 
City, and appreciates the education, dedication and life 
experiences that got him there. 
 His artistic endeavors began at age 5 with piano  
lessons, the same age at which he started playing soccer.  

He continued both through high school, when he also 

picked up choir, theater and oral interpretation. He attended 

All-State Chorus and The American Legion Boys State and 

won awards, scholarships and state championships along the 

way. For him, merely being involved wasn’t enough—he 

was actively involved, employing the same intensity in each 

challenge he took on.

 When it came to higher education, though, Schmaderer 

reached a crossroads. He had been offered a vocal 

scholarship from USD and a theatrical scholarship through 

another university; with a passion for both fields, he wasn’t 

sure which to accept. And on top of that, he couldn’t decide 

between the arts or business as a profession to pursue. 

Fortunately, he had both his mother and the universe 

looking out for him—two forces with which he has learned 

never to argue.

 After evaluating long-term goals, he determined that 

his skill set and ambitions best aligned with business 

administration; his mother saw him being happiest in some 

form of theatrical management role. Visiting the USD 

campus, meeting with prospective students and hearing 

success stories like those of Al Neuharth and Tom Brokaw 

then solidified the university as his best option.

 “I remember thinking at the time, ‘here are two  

extremely successful people educated in South Dakota,’” 

Schmaderer said. “To me, that meant anyone who studies 

at USD could have the same opportunity. I really felt it was 

a great institution and not only was the education amazing 

Where passion meets profession,  
there is fulfillment. There is a satisfaction that 

stems from more than just doing a good job; 

it’s doing something personally worthwhile 

that makes a positive impact. As with all 

things worth having, a job that harmonizes 

personal and career goals is difficult to find—

but that’s where fate steps in.
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and cost-effective, it’s what one does with the knowledge 
that ultimately makes the difference.”
 With that decision made, Schmaderer didn’t just take 
a step toward fulfilling his goals; he dove right in. He 
devoted the next four years to making the absolute most 
of his educational experience and sharpening his already 
marketable skills. In combining both arts and adventure 
with the business administration program, he struck a triad 
that became the theme song for his future endeavors. 
 “I had a lot of things I wanted to do and explore when I 
came to college,” he said. “Having been educated primarily 
in religious schools, I was a dualistic thinker. The university 
experience opened me up to new methods of thinking, and 
many of my USD professors opened me up to new worlds.”

 The business curriculum introduced him to an 
unanticipated love for business, numbers and analyzing 
problems. Between that, his psychology minor and other 
electives, he received a well-rounded education that allowed 
him to pursue additional interests and expose new ones such 
as literature and poetry. 
 Then came the extra-curricular activities. Having 
always been interested in the arts, Schmaderer joined the 
USD Chamber Choir and an independent Strollers group. 
Having always possessed an adventurous spirit, he traveled 
throughout the country in educational exchange programs. 
 The first exchange experience occurred during his 
sophomore year, when he was one of two USD students 
chosen to participate in the Westfield State College 
exchange. He spent that spring semester at the college’s 
campus in Massachusetts and starred in the musical  
Guys and Dolls. The memorable experience led him to  
study at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas during his 
junior year as part of the National Student Exchange. 
Schmaderer then stayed in Vermillion for his senior year  
and directed his Strollers squad. 

 Upon graduation, he secured a management position 
with an insurance replacement car rental agency in Sioux 
Falls focusing on sales to insurance adjusters, body shops and 
mechanics. Although the job wasn’t exactly what he wanted 
to be doing, he still did his best - and it paid off. 
 His superiors noticed an obvious propensity for hard 
work and dedication, and promoted him to manager of a 
branch in Sioux City, Iowa. After about nine months there, 
however, Schmaderer noticed that despite all he had learned 
by being in sales and working with a variety of customers, he 
faced a lack of personal satisfaction in the business.
 With that he decided it was time to take his skills and 
degree on an adventure and make a difference in the quality 
of music education. He took a vacation somewhere more 

conducive to his creativity: New York City. And 20 years 
later, the vacation still hasn’t ended. 
 That’s not to say there hasn’t been hard work involved, 
however. Schmaderer found a job to get by while he was 
in the area before stumbling upon an entry-level position 
at Carnegie Hall in 1997. Once again, his abilities and 
determination quickly caught the attention of his employers. 
By 2007, he had worked his way up to being the director 
of hall operations—just in time to help manage building’s 
$225 million Studio Towers Renovation Project.
 Each day since he began has been its own challenge, 
but in the best way possible. The schedule spontaneity and 
diversity make for days that go from addressing human 
resource matters to catching an orchestra rehearsal. 
 “Working here is an adventure in itself,” he said. “But 
I absolutely feel like I was meant to be here. The universe 
knew it before I did, my mom knew it before I did—this is 
exactly what I was meant to be doing.”
 The director is still in awe of the way everything fell 
into place, and still gets chills every time he walks onto the 

hall’s main stage; it’s a feeling that never gets old. He has 

The three Carnegie Hall performance spaces: Stern Auditorium/Perelman Stage, the hall's oldest and most iconic venue;  
Zankel Hall, the newest addition and the setting for classical, pop, jazz and world music artists; and Weill Recital Hall,  

where chamber music concerts, panel discussions and debut performances are held.
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built a successful career in an environment that gives him 
personal fulfillment, essentially reaching the epitome of job 
satisfaction. Looking back on everything he’s accomplished, 
Schmaderer is humbled by the thought of how it all started. 
 “My biggest accomplishment in life has been an internal 
awakening,” he said. “It’s been a long learning process to 
discover who I am and how I’ll make my contribution to 
this world—a process that really began for me at USD.”
 Then, a few years ago, he was given another opportunity 
to make his contribution to music education; this time 
through his alma mater. 
 Larry Schou is the dean of the College of Fine Arts at 
USD and travels routinely to meet with the department’s 
donors. One of these trips took him to New York City 
and, having heard of Schmaderer’s position, Schou asked if 
he could stop by. The two met in Schmaderer’s office and 
talked about the former student’s time at USD and all that 
had happened at the university since.
 Their discussion brought back waves of wonderful 
memories for Schmaderer and, after giving Schou a tour 
of Carnegie, he set up funding for the Joseph Schmaderer 
Scholarship in Voice. By awarding one each year, he hopes 
to give someone the same opportunity he received through 
the scholarship that originally brought him to USD.
 “I still feel a connection to USD,” Schmaderer said. 
“I had such a good experience there that when it came to 
thinking about where I could give back, that was the place 
that felt right for me.”
 Though Schou hadn’t known the student during his 
college years, he’s glad they had a chance to get to know 
each other and can now stay connected as time goes on. 
 “Joe is a great guy and has reached a high level of 
achievement,” said Schou. “But he still has such a passion 
for USD. Each scholarship is a blessing that helps our 
students fund their college educations, and the one he 
provides is important in helping us bring in a vocal music 
major who will graduate as a Coyote and go on to do  
great things.”
 Schmaderer may have traded the rolling plains for 
towering skyscrapers, but he remains grateful for the 
adventure that took him there. He eagerly anticipates the 
years to come, knowing full well that he’s found the role 
he’ll continue to fulfill for the rest of his career. 
 A holistic education prepared him for a successful career 
in business administration. A passion for the arts fueled 
his drive to make a difference. By supporting both with a 
dedicated work ethic, Joseph Schmaderer has struck a chord 
that perfectly harmonizes his character and career.

‘It was built to stand for ages, and 
during these ages it is probable that 
this hall will intertwine itself with the 
history  of our country.’

Spoken as the hall’s cornerstone was laid, the words 
of Andrew Carnegie resonate within his prestigious 
venue 126 years later. When the doors officially 
opened on May 5, 1891, the wealthy industrialist 
brought to life not only the visions of a friend, but also 
a new era of music and performance. Carnegie Hall 
has hosted tens of thousands of the most artistically 
incredible performances throughout history, such as:

May 5, 1891: Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, one of the 
most well-known Russian composers, is the guest of 
honor at the hall’s opening night and conducts his 
Festival Coronation March (“Marche Solenelle”).

March 4, 1911: The “Mother of Modern Dance,”  
Isadora Duncan, performs with the New York 
Symphony Orchestra.

Feb. 12, 1964: The Beatles have their third live U.S. 
appearance and perform two concerts. The band is 
joined by Little Richard, Phil Medley and Chuck Berry 
for a night of some of the most defining names in 
early rock ‘n’ roll.

April 23, 1961: Judy Garland, singer and actress, 
performed a concert of 27 numbers that is often 
referred to as “the greatest night in showbiz history.”

May 5, 2016: Carnegie Hall’s 125th anniversary gala 
brings together Chinese-American cellist Yo-Yo Ma, 
American opera singer Marilyn Horne, and various 
other performers in a tribute to the icons who have 
taken the stage over the years.
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 A Driven Advocate
   USD Grad Steers U.S. House Ways and Means Committee
                                                                                                                         By Kim Lee
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 But the house floor is precisely where Rep. Kevin Brady 
(R-Texas), 1990 University of South Dakota alumnus, has 
found himself, advocating for the issues he and the people of 
the Texas district he serves are passionate about. 
 In November 2015, the representative was handed the 
chair’s gavel for the House Ways and Means Committee 
after a hotly-contested race against Rep. Pat Tiberi (R-Ohio). 
Ways and Means is a 39-member panel where legislation 
on taxes, trade, Medicare and Social Security begins, and is 
regarded as one of the most powerful panels on Capitol Hill. 
Brady succeeded former Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), who 
stepped down after he was elected speaker of the house. 

 Sixty-year-old Brady describes himself as a Republican 
who “gets things done.” He has advocated for lower taxes, 
deficit reduction and free trade, and has called for replacing 
the income tax with a national sales tax.
 Early career trajectory may have implied that he would end 
up in such a prestigious role, since Brady was a leader  
on campus at USD, in chamber of commerce work and in 
Texas politics. 
 Brady’s father attended the USD School of Law, and Brady 
was born in Vermillion, but the family would eventually 
put down roots in Rapid City. Brady’s mother was a native 
of Bonesteel, and his father from Custer. As a high school 
student, Brady served as student body president and was a 
four-sport athlete, graduating from Rapid City Central High 
School in 1973. 
 After graduation, Brady found himself back in Vermillion 
and at the University of South Dakota. Originally a political 
science major, Brady, like many students, wavered when it 

came to where to focus his energies. “I wasn’t doing well, 
academically,” he admitted. “I knew I had to straighten 
myself out. So I left the university at the beginning of my 
junior year, and then came back with a whole different focus 
and a major in communications and public relations.”
 Brady fondly remembers afternoons playing baseball in 
center field, a Doc Farber lecture, the quad area, Dakota 
Days, Lambda Chi, Strollers, events, and summers spent in 
Vermillion. It wasn’t all play, though, since he also worked 
various jobs: curb and gutter construction, at Wine N' Del 
and a meat packing plant, and as a bartender. “I worked any 
job I could find in order to support myself,” he said. 

 Late in his time at USD, Brady also did work study in 
university relations under then-Vice President for University 
Relations Ted Muenster. “I learned so much about the 
university in those few months. That time was influential 
because I really got to see the breadth and achievement of  
the university,” he said. “It was an eye opener for me— 
a kid who didn’t know what he wanted to do.”
 Brady pointed to a few inspirations from his time at  
USD. “Doc Farber was a major influence, because he was  
a force of nature. He was such a positive person who  
would help you reach your potential. I owe a lot to my 
involvement in Lambda Chi, from the standpoint of  
lifelong friendships.” 
 After leaving USD, Brady moved back to Rapid City and 
found himself in chamber of commerce work, which would 
turn out to be the perfect stepping stone. “I thought if I could 
see how a community worked, and watch community leaders, 
then I would figure a lot out,” Brady explained. “I discovered 

The United States House of Representatives in Washington, D.C. is 
a pretty impressive destination for any young political hopeful. 

Brady's 1978 USD yearbook photo



through that job that I love helping build community and 
recruit new industry, which eventually led to public service.”
 Although prospects were looking bright for Brady in Rapid 
City—he had recently been elected to city council—Brady 
simply couldn’t turn down an opportunity that arose in 
faraway southeast Texas. 
 “The opportunity to move to a state where no one knew 
me, where I was going to have to earn my way, just to see if I 
could do it, was the lure of going to Texas. So I went.” 
 That opportunity was in Beaumont, Texas. In 1982, 
Brady moved to Texas to work for the Beaumont Chamber of 
Commerce. Later, he would work for the South Montgomery 
County, Woodlands Chamber of Commerce.
 Chamber work panned out for Brady personally as well as 
professionally, as he met his wife, Cathy, at The Woodlands 
Chamber of Commerce, where she spent time as a volunteer. 
The couple now has two sons—Will, in the 11th grade, and 
Sean, in the 7th grade. 
 Brady’s political career began in 1990 when he was elected 
to the Texas House of Representatives, representing The 
Woodlands, parts of Montgomery County, and five other 
counties west and north of Houston. In 1997, Brady was 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, representing 
Texas’s 8th congressional district, a position he still holds.  
He was chair of the House Joint Economic Committee  
2013–2015, then earned his current position in the House 
Ways and Means Committee, an endeavor that brings him 
great pride. 
 “What I love about Ways and Means is that you can make 
a difference in the big issues facing the country,” Brady stated. 
“Fixing the broken tax code and making America competitive 
again, for example, have to start in Ways and Means. It’s a top 

priority. We are working very aggressively in that area right 
now to be ready for a new president to do that.
 “All these issues have to be led by the Ways and Means 
Committee, so those are my primary issues," he continued. 
"They’re all big issues and all incredibly complex; but they are 
all solvable. They have two or three good solutions if we have 
the courage to pursue them.”
 Although Brady’s been elevated to one of the most 
prominent positions in government, it’s imperative to  
Brady and his family that he stays grounded, despite the  
fact that three out of every four weeks of his time are  
spent in Washington, D.C. Brady commutes to his  
residence in The Woodlands, logging thousands of miles  
on Continental Airlines. 
 “It keeps me out of that Washington bubble,” he explained. 
“I do more than 50 town hall meetings a year in The 
Woodlands. It’s important that I stay accessible back home, 
especially in a time when people believe that Congress  
and elected officials are disconnected and don’t know what 
it’s like. But I do know, because I’m home every day there  
isn’t a gavel.” 
 He makes time to attend hometown functions, to go to 
his sons’ functions and in general, to be seen. “One of the 
commitments I made when I took over the Ways and Means 
Committee was to keep my family’s schedule,” he said. “And 
yes, I have a significantly larger role now but protecting my 
family time and schedule is really important. And it’s doable. 
You just have to make some changes.” 
 There are a lot of common values between South Dakotans 
and Texans, said Brady. “South Dakotans have great work 
ethic, and are great at giving back to community. Here at 
USD you could do that any way you wanted to and create 
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great friendships along the way.” All these years later,   
Brady still gets together with college friends at least every 
other year, in either the Black Hills or Wisconsin. With  
just a barely-perceptible southern lilt in his voice, he 
acknowledged he “catches heck” for his accent when he 
returns to South Dakota. 
 Brady admitted his allegiances can get confusing at times. 
In 2010, when the Coyote football team played Lamar 
University in Beaumont, Texas—part of the district he 
serves—it presented somewhat of a moral dilemma.  

“I’m not going to say who I rooted for,” he laughed, “But it 
was a lot of fun.”
 Brady lauds the leaders who have emerged from his home 
state. “We’ve had remarkable leaders—McGovern, Daschle, 
Thune, Kristi Noem," he said. "South Dakota has always had 
great representation, great leaders.” 
 Brady believes his strong South Dakota-grown work ethic 
has served him well as a chamber executive and in elected 
office. “What you’re trying to do is make a difference, to find 
solutions, to improve things,” he explained. “When you’re 
trying to solve the big problems you’ve got to find some 
common ground with others. That pragmatism and that 
belief that if you can find a solution, you have a responsibility 
to do so comes from South Dakota and the values I learned in 
South Dakota.” 
 Back on campus in April 2016 for the University of 
South Dakota’s Alpha-Gamma chapter of Lambda Chi 
Alpha’s 100th anniversary celebration, Brady reflected on his 
memories of a bustling campus. 

 He holds fond recollections of playing baseball for the 
Coyotes and being active in Student Government Association, 
publications board and the Lambda Chi interfraternity 
council and dance marathon, which benefited the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association. 
 “Being on campus brings up a sense of pride,” he said. “I 
love telling people I’m from South Dakota.”
 In 2005, he was named a distinguished alumnus of USD, 
and in 2001, he was a recipient of the Order of Achievement 
by the national Lambda Chi Alpha organization, an 

honor presented to those brothers who have distinguished 
themselves by outstanding accomplishment in their chosen 
field and serve as role models through their success.
 “At USD there is a lot of green-light thinking. You can be 
involved in anything you choose,” Brady commented. “It’s 
a welcoming atmosphere, and you knew people. It wasn’t 
uncommon to be in different groups with the same people 
and all were engaged.”
 Perhaps it is that diverse involvement that now feeds his 
passion for reforming the issues America faces.
 “Where besides USD would you be exposed to a Doc 
Farber?” he mused. “Where else would you get the well-
rounded opportunity to be involved in anything you want 
to be involved in? At USD, you could. It was remarkable. 
Anything was possible at USD. You could do anything.”
 That springboard to never-ending possibilities humbles the 
man who got his start in South Dakota and at USD. 
 “I have trouble sleeping some nights because I’m excited for 
the next day’s work. I’m still pinching myself.”
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From left to right:

Brady and his wife, Cathy, 
with sons Sean and Will.

In a town hall meeting.

Brady signs a bill in Texas.

Brady in Washington, D.C.

Brady with USD President 
Jim Abbott on campus in  
April 2016.
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As we look back over the last four years of USD’s $250 
million Onward: The Campaign for South Dakota, the first 
thing that comes to mind is: How remarkable the USD 
community is!  
 How remarkable President Abbott has been— 
his leadership and vision for the university have been 
transformational. How remarkable the students are —  
they inspire all of us with their enthusiasm and love for the 
university. How remarkable alumni and other friends of  
USD have been—their generosity is pushing the Onward 
campaign ever closer to its goal. 
 Here are some of the remarkable results:
• 13,000 alumni and friends have touched the lives of USD 

students and faculty through the power of philanthropy.
• For more than 3,500 of those 13,000 donors, that 

commitment to the Onward campaign is their first gift  
to the university.

• Together those 13,000 donors bring the Onward 
campaign total to $200 million of the $250 million 
goal — with the new Sanford Coyote Sports Center 

(basketball/volleyball arena, track and soccer facilities) 
for athletics and the departments of physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, kinesiology and sports management. 

 Scholarships, student and faculty enrichment funds, 
endowed chairs and professorships and facilities are the pillars 
of the Onward campaign, but it is the student body that is 
the core, the purpose, the focus of all we do. Please know the 
students appreciate your investment and benefit each day from 
the change you made possible.
 Think of it: 13,000 donors! Every gift merits thanks—
every gift impacts the students—every gift moves the 
university Onward. Many donors provided leadership 
gifts, and their names are listed on the opposite page. Your 
generosity shows that you recognize the need of the university 
to attract the best and brightest students. 
 We invite all who have enjoyed the experience of higher 
education to take an active role. While reaching the quarter 
of a billion dollar goal has—and will—require continued 
dedication and support, the University of South Dakota 
Foundation is committed to moving USD Onward! 

Donor Support Moving USD Onward

The October 2014 campaign total 
was $135 million. 

Today, Onward: The Campaign for 
South Dakota has raised more than

$200 million!

By Nancy and Tom Gallagher
Co-chairs, Onward: The Campaign for South Dakota



Donor Support Moving USD Onward

Lorraine Hart 
My education at USD unlocked so  
many opportunities for me—a  
wonderful career and a wonderful life.  
I want to help provide the opportunities 
I found at USD to students today and 
in the future. As public funding for 
higher education decreases, it is alumni, 
corporations and foundations that will 
keep and expand higher educational 
opportunities for students. 

Dan Kelly
My support of this campaign is fueled 
by a desire to create the opportunity 
for today’s students to have the same 
experiences I had in the 1960s when 
I received an athletic scholarship. 
Scholarships remain among the most 
important considerations in 2016, as  
70 percent of students receive them at  
our flagship university. I encourage 
everyone who had a positive educational 
and social experience at USD to consider 
paying it forward to aid the students of 
today and tomorrow, so they can have  
the same positive experience.

Mary Jo Kelly
Seeing how well the university is run 
financially and getting to know our 
president, many of the deans, professors 
and coaches, as well as the enthusiastic 
students, has made coming back to visit 
USD a real pleasure. This all makes 
financial support very worthwhile;  
it’s our opportunity to give back.

Tom and Cindy Lillibridge
Inclusion of the National Music 
Museum’s capital campaign as part  
of the Onward campaign has prompted  
our involvement in fundraising for 
USD. The preservation and display of 
the world’s premier collection of musical 
instruments that resides on the USD 
campus deserves enthusiastic support.

Jeff Nelson
One common factor that all of us share 
and can be proud of is the ongoing  
success of the young athletes who  
represent USD. For many of us, USD 
was the start of our adult lives, careers  
and families. Renewing commitment  
to our school is an easy decision after all 
USD has brought to our lives. Each of us 
must decide how we give and what we  
give, but as you think of the major  
impacts of your life, please remember what 
USD has meant and provided to you.

Doyle Knudson
Serving on the USD Foundation Board 
was a great inspiration and motivation 
for supporting the Onward campaign. 
Understanding the needs and thinking 
back on the great experience I had at  
USD definitely inspired me to participate 
both personally and financially. It is  
our opportunity as alumni and friends  
to give back to our great university.

INSPIRING  
PASSION,  
SUPPORT

The University of South Dakota will help shape the futures of more  
than 10,000 students this year alone. It could be a class, a professor  
or activity that challenges an individual to think, to act, to do—and 
alters the course of a life. That is the power of a liberal arts university. 

Volunteer leaders of USD’s $250 million Onward: The Campaign  

for South Dakota reflect on its impact on individuals and the university. 
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Nathan Ellenbecker 
I give campus tours, and my eyes light up every time I get 

to brag about the Muenster University Center’s expansion 

in 2014. It created a central location for students to move 

between classes, jobs and meetings (and sometimes naps) 

and is an incredibly unique building. •

Kelly Maxwell 
Scholarship donors are like my fans,  cheering me on and encouraging me  to reach the top. •

Your contribution to the  

University of South Dakota 

will help students achieve their goals. You are crucial  

to their success and to moving the university  

Onward!
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Mikaela Fischer
My favorite spot on campus is the DakotaDome. 

Being in the Dome makes me feel like a part of a 

family that is always encouraging me 

to do my best. •

Fadi Haroun 
My Coyote Commitment Scholarship not only pays a part of my tuition, but it also gives me a motive to study hard in order to maintain good grades. •

Anna Madsen 
It is truly flattering and honoring  
to know that others care enough 
about my education to contribute  
their own funds to help me  
achieve my career goals. •

 

Prakriti Rajbhandari
The beautiful but small-sized campus, the awesome wellness center, our well-equipped library— it’s all these facilities that make the college experience so much better, and for international students these matter  even more so as to be able to feel welcomed. •
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Less than two weeks after leading USD to the WNIT title, Amy Williams  
resigned as head coach at South Dakota in order to serve in the same capacity  

at her alma mater, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
     Williams was 96–44 in four seasons at South Dakota, the second-

winningest coach in program history. In addition to the WNIT crown, 
Williams led the Coyotes to their first NCAA Division I Tournament 

in 2014 and to back-to-back regular season Summit League titles.

 Two weeks following Williams’ 
resignation, South Dakota Athletic Director 

David Herbster introduced Dawn Plitzuweit  
as the program’s 10th head coach.

      “The values that we live by in this athletic department and on 
campus are evident in Dawn’s philosophy,” said Herbster.
      Plitzuweit brings 21 years of coaching experience, including the 
last four as head coach at Northern Kentucky. Before that, she was an 
associate head coach at Michigan for five years, the head coach at Grand 
Valley State for five years, and an assistant at Green Bay, Wisconsin and 
her alma mater, Michigan Tech. She led Grand Valley State to the 2006 
NCAA Division II Championship. Plitzuweit is 188–93 in nine seasons 
as a head coach.
      “I learned very quickly why the University of South Dakota is a 
special place,” said Plitzuweit at her introduction. “It really starts with the 
people who are here, and because of the commitment this university has 
made to excellence. There is great tradition here for the Coyotes.”

Plitzuweit Named

  NEW LEADER

Dawn Plitzuweit

‘I learned very quickly why  
     the University of South Dakota        
           is a special place.’ 
                                    — Dawn Plitzuweit
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The University of South Dakota athletic department christened Lillibridge 
Track Complex and Gottsleben Field on April 19 when the Coyotes hosted 
the USD Twilight Meet, the first outdoor meet held on campus since 1979. 
The completion of the facility was in concert with a new soccer facility and 
the Coyotes’ new arena, the Sanford Coyote Sports Center.
 The track complex is named after alumnus John Lillibridge ’62, an All-
American discus thrower, and the field for Dave Gottsleben, who has served 
as the Coyotes head men’s track and field coach since 1984.
 The facility features a nine-lane, 400-meter, NCAA-certified BSS 2000 
track surface and competition areas for field events all viewable from the 
1,000-seat grandstands. Opposite the grandstand is a 120-meter incline  
and decline training lane. Only one other complex in the United States  
has the feature.
 “This is a dream come true,” said Lucky Huber, USD’s director of track 
and field/cross country. “We have a facility that we can be proud of for 
decades to come.
 “It was incredible to see everyone get out there, shoot the gun and  
come out of the blocks,” he continued. “I thought the track was great,  
the scoreboard was great, and it was really a nice first meet.”
 The USD Twilight Meet served as a trial of sorts for the 2016 Summit  
League Outdoor Track and Field Championship Meet May 12–14.  
The Coyote men won the outdoor title in 2014 and both programs have 
finished no worse than third in four prior Summit League outdoor 
championship events.
 “It’s awesome that one of the nicest tracks in the country is right here 
at home,” said Ashley Thompson, Class of 2017, who competes in hurdles 
and the triple jump.
 “This complex has everything right in the field so the audience can see 
it all from the grandstands,” added Jay Cooper, Class of 2017, a fellow 
hurdler. “It really brings together the whole team.”

The University of South Dakota hosted 
and finished runner-up in the 2016 
Summit League Outdoor Track and 
Field Championship May 12–14 and 
also held a dedication ceremony for the 
new outdoor track and field facility, the 
Lillibridge Track Complex, on the 14th.
 Athletic Director David Herbster 
said, “The Lillibridge Track Complex, 
Gottsleben Field and the First Bank & 
Trust Soccer Complex are the product 
of a shared vision that goes well beyond 
what you see around you today.  
Sanford Health, whose shared vision 
of an athletic and academic facility, set 
the wheels in motion that has led us to 
where we are today.”

Athletic Director David Herbster speaks at  
the ribbon cutting of the USD Lillibridge Track 
Complex. Also pictured: Tom Schaack, First 
Bank & Trust president; James W. Abbott, 
USD president; John Lillibridge, donor;  
David Gottsleben, men’s track and field coach.
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New Track Arrives Ahead of Summit Championships
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There were six “final” games played on the DakotaDome 
hardwood and the crescendo of each crowd grew louder and 
louder until the final horn sounded in South Dakota’s 71–65 
win against Florida Gulf Coast in the championship game of 
the WNIT on April 2. It marked the first postseason national 
title for South Dakota women’s basketball, and is the first 
national title garnered by any Summit League team, men or 
women, in any sport.
 A sold-out crowd of 7,415 witnessed the championship 
game, which was televised nationally by CBS Sports 
Network. The Coyotes hosted five of the six WNIT games 
en route to the title and nearly 20,000 fans flocked to the 
DakotaDome during the run.
 The scheduled final game for the women was played  
Feb. 20 when the Coyotes beat South Dakota State 80–75 in 
front of 3,600 on Senior Day, a win that all but guaranteed 
the team’s second consecutive Summit League regular season 
title. The Coyotes had beaten the Jacks in Brookings back in 

mid-January and entered the Summit League Tournament 
on a 14-game win streak.
 USD and SDSU met in the Summit’s title game in Sioux 
Falls for the second consecutive season, and like the previous 
year, it was the Jacks advancing as the higher seed, sending 
them to the NCAA tournament and USD to the WNIT.
 “There’s no doubt losing at the tournament was a 
disappointment,” South Dakota Head Coach Amy Williams 
said. “It was our number one goal, and we fell short of it.
 “The best thing about this program, and one indicator as 
to why they are going to be successful after basketball, is their 
uncanny ability to deal with a disappointment, shelve it and 
then refocus on new goals quickly,” she continued. “People 
who can do that in life, as well as teams who can do that in 
basketball, are the ones who can keep moving forward. I’m 
proud of our team for being able to do that.”
 It was an experienced coach with an experienced 
senior class that served as the program’s catalyst for its 

Championship Sendoff  
for DakotaDome Basketball



Spring/Summer 2016     31

Championship Sendoff  
for DakotaDome Basketball

unprecedented postseason run. The team’s leader was do-
everything guard Nicole Seekamp ’15, who was granted a 
fourth year of eligibility by the NCAA and ran with it. She 
was named Summit League Player of the Year and MVP of 
the WNIT. She finished second on USD career lists for points 
(2,056), assists (628) and steals (265), and broke Summit 
records for career and single-season assists (232). Seekamp 
averaged a team-high 15.9 points per game.
 Point guard Tia Hemiller ’16, another all-Summit pick, 
was the Coyotes’ second-leading scorer and top rebounder. 
She scored a career-high 22 points in the championship game 
against Florida Gulf Coast and scored her 1,000th collegiate 
point on the road to the final.
 Hemiller was one of two Coyotes singled out by ESPN’s 
SportsCenter top plays during the WNIT run, when her 
one-handed heave from near mid-court against Oregon in the 
semifinals splashed through the net. The shot reached number 
one on the top-10 ranking. Jasmine Trimboli, Class of 2017, 
made SportsCenter’s list earlier in the week when she hit a 
three-quarter shot at the end of the first quarter in the Coyotes’ 
quarterfinal win against Western Kentucky.
 South Dakota won 22 of its final 23 games to finish with 
a 32–6 record. The Coyotes set program records for points, 
rebounds and assists, and were the 12th-highest scoring team in 
the nation at 78 points per game. The team’s average win was 
by 18 points.
 South Dakota’s women’s basketball program won 377  
games inside the DakotaDome spanning 37 seasons against  
148 defeats. In four seasons under Williams, the team went 
50–8. Its one DakotaDome defeat in the last two  
years came against Washington just before the 
holiday break. The Huskies, by the way, 
advanced to the Final Four of the NCAA 
Tournament. USD led them by five at 
halftime and the game was tied at 50–50 
with less than 11 minutes to go.
 The 2016–17 basketball season will be  
the first played in the new Sanford Coyote 
Sports Center, a state-of-the-art, 6,000-
seat arena that will also host 
volleyball. But what a lasting 
memory Coyote fans have 
of the DakotaDome. 
Hollywood couldn’t have 
written a better script.

Jasmine Trimboli

Tia Hemiller

Nicole Seekamp

Nicole Seekamp



Grace (Steinberg) Day ’48 B.A., 
’49 L.L.B., Saint Joseph, Missouri,  
as a law school pioneer, was 
featured in the 2015 Kansas City 
Jewish Film Festival documentary 
Amazing Grace.

David Morrill ’54 B.S.B.A., ’56 
L.L.B., Sarasota, Florida, was 
honored by the Sarasota County Bar 
Association for his enduring service 
and commitment to the profession. 

Charles Ruhr ’59 B.A., Afton, 
Minnesota, received the Minnesota 
Advertising Federation’s highest 
award, the Silver Medal. The award 
is given annually for outstanding 
achievements in the advertising 
industry. Ruhr’s award was given 
for “lifetime achievements and 
contributions to the industry.” 
Ruhr was introduced by video by 
his longtime friend and fellow USD 
graduate, Tom Brokaw. Brokaw 
humorously recalled their early 
days working together in radio and 
growing up in South Dakota.

Charles Trimble ’57 B.F.A., ’08 
D.H.L., Omaha, Nebraska, was 
honored by the John G. Neihardt 
Foundation as this year’s Word 
Sender award recipient, which 
recognizes someone who embodies 
Neihardt’s spirit and is dedicated to 
the arts or writing. 

 

Raeanna (Taake) Gislason ’63 
B.F.A., Wayzata, Minnesota, was 
the recipient of the Southwest  
Minnesota  Arts  Council  2015 
Prairie  Disciple Award, which  

acknowledges  a  person  who  
has   been  instrumental  
in  promoting  the  arts  in  
southwestern Minnesota.

Mark Meierhenry ’66 B.A., ’70 
J.D., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, a 
partner with Meierhenry Sargent, 
was elected to serve on the board 
of directors for Owners’ Counsel of 
America, a nationwide network of 
leading eminent domain attorneys.

Victor Raphael, Jr. ’68 B.A., 
’70 M.A, Fulton, Maryland, has 
been appointed as the deputy 
assistant secretary (DAS) of state 
for analysis and production, Bureau 
of Intelligence and Research, U.S. 
Department of State. As DAS, he 
overseas one of the premier analytic 
agencies with the U.S. Intelligence 
Community, providing analysis  
and assessments on U.S. foreign 
policy issues and interests. 

Todd Boyd ’77 J.D., Clear Lake, 
South Dakota, opened  Boyd  
Law Firm.

Carla Connors ’79 B.F.A., 
Tallahassee, Florida, an 
internationally-renowned opera 
singer, is the first recipient of the 
Vermillion High School Fine Arts 
Hall of Fame award.

Michael Eayrs ’74 M.A., Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, retired as the Green Bay 
Packers director of research and 
development. Eayrs also spent  
16 seasons with the Minnesota  
Vikings as the director of research 
and development. 

Vernon Halter ’71 B.A., ’77 J.D., 
Willow, Alaska, was elected mayor 
of the Mat-Su burough. 

Joel Harris ’76 Attd., Carroll, Iowa, 
was inducted into the University of 
South Dakota Track and Field Hall 
of Honor. He is also a 2012 recipient 
of the South Dakota High School 
Coaches Association’s Distinguished 
Service Award.

James Leach ’77 M.A., Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, is  the new 
director of the agency’s Fish and 
Wildlife Division of the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. 

Bruce Nolop ’72 B.A., New York, 
New York, was elected to the board 
of directors of On Deck Capital,  
Inc.,  the leading online lender to 
small business.

Eric Oines ’76 B.F.A., Williston, 
North Dakota, is the new artistic 
director of Entertainment Inc! 
community theatre troupe.

Donald Schellpfeffer ’78 M.D., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, was 
named president, CEO and chair 
of Cantor Group. He also serves 
as director and CEO of Medical 
Facilities Corporation.

Mary (Martin) Sellers ’72 
B.A., ’72 B.A., Denver, Colorado, 
was inducted into the Denver 
Association of Petroleum Landmen 
Hall of Fame.

Timothy Sweeney ’75 J.D., 
Madison, Wisconsin, joined the 
Neider & Boucher firm. Sweeney 
has been practicing law in 
Madison since 1975. His practice 
concentrations are business and 
finance, including formation, 
governance, mergers and 
acquisitions, real estate and estate 
planning-probate.

Douglas Barthel ’85 B.S.,  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, retired 
after 12 years as chief of police  
for the city of Sioux Falls. He now  
works in community relations for 
Sanford Health.

Phillip Becker ’88 B.S., ’14 
B.S., Mitchell, South Dakota, an 
anesthesiologist with Mitchell 
Anesthesia, PC, is a new member 
of the Dakota Wesleyan University 
board of trustees.

Scott Bollinger ’83 B.S.B.A.,  
Pierre, South Dakota,  
became deputy commissioner  
of the South Dakota Bureau 
 of Administration.

Kurt Cambier ’83 B.S.B.A., 
Arvada, Colorado, author of  The 
Future Is Brighter Than You Think, 
participated in the prestigious 
Business Expert Forum hosted at 
the Harvard Faculty Club by the 
Entrepreneurship Students Club 
of Harvard Business School on the 
Harvard University campus.

Jeffrey Cotton ’83 B.S.B.A., ’85 J.D., 
Minnetrista, Minnesota, is managing 
partner of Deloitte, the accounting 
and consulting firm of 900 that is 
the largest professional services 
office in the Twin Cities. 

James Daane ’82 B.S.B.A., ’85 J.D., 
Sioux City, Iowa, was named partner 
in the law firm of Mayne, Arneson, 
Hindman, Hisey & Daane.

Murray Droescher ’87 B.S.B.A., 
Olathe, Kansas, received the 
Outstanding Service Award from 
the Accounting and Finance 
Division in the USD Beacom School 
of Business. 

Ann McKay Thompson ’69 B.A., ’70 M.A., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, was 

inducted into the South Dakota Hall of Fame. A prominent contributor 

to the arts and humanities and distinguished in executive management, 

she has been dedicated to serving all South Dakotans with a strong 

commitment to ensuring new opportunities.
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Mary (Galland) Giebink ’83  
B.L.S., ’86 J.D., Sioux Falls,  
South Dakota, has joined the  
Glory House as development 
coordinator. She and her daughter, 
Alexa Giebink, collaborated to write 
Mary’s memoir, Phoenix: Rising  
from Addiction.

Susan (Schneider) Hasseler ’84 
M.A., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, was 
named president of Muskingum 
University in New Concord, Ohio. 
Previously Hasseler was senior vice 
president for academic affairs at 
Augustana University in Sioux Falls. 

Curtis Johnson ’84 B.S.B.A., 
Johnston, Iowa, was appointed 
president/CEO of the Cherokee 
State Bank.

Scott Kellen ’87 B.S.B.A., Andover, 
Minnesota, has been appointed 
vice president of finance and 
chief financial officer for Sun 
BioPharma, Inc. (OTC PINK: SNBP), 
a biopharmaceutical company 
developing therapies for the 
treatment of pancreatic diseases.

Susan Kruml ’82 B.S.B.A., ’94 
M.B.A., is the new vice president 
for academic affairs of Midland 
University. Kruml comes to  
Midland from Milliken University  
in Illinois where she served as  
dean of the Tabor Business School 
since 2013.

Jeffrey Mathiesen ’83 B.S.B.A., 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, was elected 
to the board of directors for Sun 
BioPharma, Inc., (OTC PINK: SNBP), 
a biopharmaceutical company 
developing therapies for  
pancreatic diseases. 

Terry Nebelsick ’86 M.A., ’93 Ed.S., 
Huron, South Dakota, became a 
member of the Dakota Wesleyan 
University Board of Trustees.

Jerry Rasmussen ’87 B.S.Ed., ’97 
M.A, ’06 Ed.S., Dakota Dunes,  
South Dakota, is the new 
superintendent at Dakota Valley 
School District (serving North  
Sioux City and Dakota Dunes). 

Elizabeth (Adams) Rosenbaum 
’81 A.A., ’85 B.S.H.A.,’88 J.D.,  
Sioux City, Iowa, was named the 
2015 South Dakota Attorney of  
the Year by the University of South 
Dakota School of Law’s Women 
in Law organization. Rosenbaum 
specializes in the area of family law 

and received the award for her years 
of work with South Dakota families 
and children. 

Mark Schuler ’82 B.S., ’85 J.D., 
Bismarck, North Dakota, has 
been named principal business 
relationship manager for Wells 
Fargo in Bismarck.

Randolph Seiler ’80 J.D., 
Fort Pierre, South Dakota, was 
nominated by President Barack 
Obama to be South Dakota’s U.S. 
attorney. Seiler has been the acting 
U.S. attorney in the state since 
March, when then-U.S. Attorney 
Brendan Johnson stepped down.

Michelle (Neubrand) Soma  
’87 B.S.F.A., Sun Prairie,  
Wisconsin, joined the Jennings  
& Woldt Remodeling interior  
design department.

Mark Tieszen ’84 B.S., ’88 M.D., 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, joined 
Bronson Adult Critical Care. Tieszen 
most recently worked for 23 years 
as an intensivist at Sanford Medical 
Center in Fargo, North Dakota. 

Timothy Tracy ’81 B.S.B.A., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, was 
elected chair of the South Dakota 
Association of Health Care 
Organizations (SDAHO) at its  
annual business meeting. Tracy  
has been the chief executive officer 
of Sanford Vermillion Medical 
Center since April 2004. 

Matthew Beckendorf ’97 B.S.Ed., 
’99 M.A, St. James, Minnesota, 
joined the staff of the Butterfield-
Odin Public School.

Scott Boyens ’93 B.S.M.D., ’95 M.D., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, is the new 
chief medical officer for Sanford 
International Clinics. Boyens 
manages medical care for Sanford 
International Clinic locations and 
ensures the implementation of 
Sanford’s clinical models at those 
sites. Sanford International Clinics 
launched in 2007 as an initiative to 
develop clinics in the United States 
and around the world in areas that 
lack adequate primary care services. 
There are three domestic locations 
and sites in China and Africa.

Kevin Brady ’90 B.S.F.A.,  
The Woodlands, Texas, was elected 
chair of the U.S. House Ways and 
Means Committee.

Ronald Bratlie ’90 Ed.D.,  
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, retired 
from his position as superintendent 
of the Cromwell-Wright School 
District, closing the door on an 
education career that has spanned 
five decades.

Patrick Burns ’93 B.S., ’00 J.D., 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, was 
among those named Minnesota 
Attorneys of the Year.

Ehren Christensen ’96 B.S.B.A., 
North Sioux City, South Dakota, is 
student accounts coordinator for 
Briar Cliff University.

Jeremiah Davis ’90 J.D., Rapid City, 
South Dakota, opened his new law 
practice, Jay Davis Law Office. 

Lorne Gibson ’98 M.A., ’04 Ed.D., 
Presque Isle, Maine, joins the 
College of Professional Programs 
as assistant professor of criminal 
justice and director of planning 
assessment at the University of 
Maine at Presque Isle.

Khara Iverson ’99 B.S., ’04 J.D., 
North Sioux City, South Dakota, is 
the new director EEO/chief title IX 
coordinator for the University of 
South Dakota. Prior to coming to 
USD, she taught Law and Ethics 
at Northwest Iowa Community 
College and Western Iowa Technical 
Community College. 

Lisa (Dempsey) Johnson ’99 
J.D., Ottawa, Kansas, is chief legal 
counsel, compliance officer and 
risk management coordinator for 
Ransom Memorial Hospital.

Lisa Ketcham ’91 B.S.B.A., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, was 
presented with the annual 
Volunteer of the Year award by the 
United Way of Vermillion. Ketcham 
was deemed as best representing 
the United Way goal of mobilizing 
the caring power of the community.

Samuel Kooiker ’97 B.S., ’97 B.S., 
’98 M.P.Ad. Cherokee, Iowa, has 
been selected to be Cherokee’s next 
city administrator.

Wade Kuehl ’93 B.S., Sioux City, 
Iowa, has been appointed director 
of behavioral health at Mercy 
Medical Center. In his position, 
Kuehl will direct all aspects of 
Mercy’s inpatient and outpatient 
behavioral health programs and 
provide consultation for behavioral 

health patients throughout Mercy 
Medical Center. 

James Langel ’97 M.A., Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, has joined Brummel Madsen 
Insurance as a licensed agent. 

Gregory Lansing ’90 B.S.Ed., ’92 
M.A, Terre Haute, Indiana, head 
men’s basketball coach at Indiana 
State University, was selected for 
induction into the Iowa High School 
Athletic Association Basketball Hall 
of Fame as part of its 2016 class. 
Following his playing days at  
Harlan (Iowa) High School, Lansing 
played for the University of South 
Dakota where he was a member 
of a Coyote basketball team that 
reached the NCAA Division II 
Tournament during his junior and 
senior seasons. He was twice named 
the South Dakota Defensive Player 
of the Year and is still ranked among 
the career assists leaders. 

Susanne Lubbers ’91 B.S.Ed., 
Moville, Iowa, was awarded the 2015 
Sharon Walker Faculty Excellence 
Awards by Morningside College. 

Scott Luecke ’98 B.S.B.A., ’99 
M.B.A., Osseo, Minnesota, was 
honored with an outstanding 
service award by the Accounting 
and Finance Division in the USD 
Beacom School of Business. 

Kirt McAlpine ’96 B.S.B.A., 
Papillion, Nebraska, was promoted 
to vice president and resident sales 
leader in the Omaha office for 
Aon Risk Solutions, the global risk 
management business of Aon plc, 
(NYSE: AON). 

Lionel McPhaull ’98 B.S.R., Omaha, 
Nebraska, was inducted into the 
Nebraska High School Sports Hall 
of Fame. McPhaull was  three-
sport letterman; his signature 
sport was track, where he was a 
seven-time gold medalist, setting 
the state record in the 400 while 
at Omaha North. At the University 
of South Dakota, he was a 10-
time All-American. He competed 
professionally for two years.

Carey Miller ’97 B.S.B.A., ’97 
B.S., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, an 
attorney at Woods, Fuller, Shultz 
& Smith P.C. in Sioux Falls, is a new 
member of the board of trustees for 
Dakota Wesleyan University.

Nancy Naeve ’90 B.F.A.,  
Spencer, Iowa, was named executive 
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director of the Spencer Main  
Street Company.

Mari (Erickson) Ossenfort ’92 
B.S.B.A., Wentworth, South Dakota, 
was recently promoted to vice 
president of broadcast for Forum 
Communications Company. 

Deborah (Sample) Peters ’97 
B.S.B.A., Hartford, South Dakota, 
was honored with an outstanding 
service award by the  Accounting 
and Finance Division in the USD 
Beacom School of Business. 

Scott Podhradsky ’92 J.D., 
Wagner, South Dakota, is now 
employed as the deputy state’s 
attorney for Charles Mix County  
in South Dakota.

Jeanette “Jen” (Gebhart) Porter 
’93 B.S.H.A., ’04 M.B.A., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, was named vice 
president of post-acute care of 
the South Dakota Association of 
Healthcare Organizations (SDAHO). 

Rodney Schlauger ’90 J.D., Rapid 
City, South Dakota, a partner 
at Bangs McCullen Law Firm, 
has joined The Expert Network, 

an invitation-only service for 
distinguished professionals. 

Peter Schmidt ’91 B.S.B.A., 
Warrenton, Virginia, has been  
hired as vice president of  
product management for  
Deloitte Innovations Center in 
McLean, Virginia. He will be  
working in health care and 
life sciences while expanding 
into financial services, 
telecommunications and retail.

Andrew Schmillen ’96 M.B.A., 
Omaha, Nebraska, was named 
executive vice president and  
CFO/treasurer of American  
National Bank.

Michael Semmler ’96 B.S.Ed.,  
’97 M.A, Richmond, Texas,  
will be the first principal at  
Leaman Junior High.

Julianne Seydell Johnson ’99 
M.S., Iowa City, Iowa, is Iowa 
City’s new parks and recreation 
department director.

Bob Sutton ’90 B.A., ’95 M.P.Ad., 
Pierre, South Dakota, is executive 
vice president, chief human 
resources officer and member  

of the senior executive team for 
Avera Health.

Bram Weidenaar ’94 J.D.,  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
specializes in worker’s 
compensation and personal 
injury. He has been awarded Super 
Lawyers and the National Trial 
Lawyers Top 100. 

Daniel Astleford ’07 B.B.A., 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, was 
named chief operating officer of 
Parkridge Medical Center.

Roderick Brown ’05 M.A., Mitchell, 
South Dakota, is the new manager 
of the Dakota Discovery Museum. 

Ryan Budmayr ’09 ATTD., Pierre, 
South Dakota, was named executive 
director of the South Dakota 
Republican Party.

Ted Cherry ’07 B.B.A., ’14 M.P.A., 
Leoti, Kansas, is the new city 
administrator for North Sioux City, 
South Dakota. 

Leigh Christain ’05 M.A., ’09 Ph.D., 
Cobleskill, New York, is assistant 

professor of composition and 
ESOL at SUNY Cobleskill and has 
numerous awards for her poetry. 

Andrew Damgaard ’01 B.S., ’05 
J.D., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
has become a partner in the firm 
Johnson, Janklow, Abdallah, 
Bollweg & Parsons.

Jessica (Degen) Dickes ’04 B.S., 
’08 M.D., Watertown, South Dakota, 
has joined the Sanford Health 
Watertown Clinic as an OB-GYN 
physician and part of the women’s 
health team. 

Edward Dickes ’06 B.S., ’10 M.D., 
Watertown, South Dakota, is an 
internal medicine physician at 
Sanford Health Watertown Clinic. 

Matthew Fuhrer ’09 B.A., 
Watertown, South Dakota, has been 
promoted to assistant city manager 
for the city of Cocoa, Florida. 

Edwin Gerrish ’05 B.A., Vermillion, 
South Dakota, is assistant professor 
of political science at the University 
of South Dakota.

Howard Gorder ’07 M.S., 
Minneiska, Minnesota, joined the 
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Winona Health Urgent Care staff on 
a full-time basis. Gorder has been 
seeing patients at Winona Health 
Urgent Care on a casual on-call basis 
since 2011. 

Laura Gosnell-Beasley ’04 A.S., 
Horseheads, New York, has accepted 
the position of director of nursing 
at Riverland Community College in 
Austin, Minnesota. 

Patrick Hauer ’02 Ed.D., Mission 
Hill, South Dakota, is professor 
of physical therapy at Briar Cliff 
University, after 17 years of teaching 
in the University of South Dakota’s 
physical therapy program. 

Donald Hedrick ’08 M.S., Rapid 
City, South Dakota, is the new 
assistant chief of police with the 
Rapid City Police Department. 

Jeremy Hoeck ’09 B.S., Yankton, 
South Dakota, was named the 2015 
South Dakota Sportswriter of the 
Year by the National Sportscasters 
and Sportswriters Association 
(NSSA). He is the Yankton Press & 
Dakotan assistant sports editor.

Bettina “Tina” Hoffmann 
’07 A.S., Washington, Iowa, is 
director of nursing at WesleyLife in 
Washington, Iowa and joined the 
prestigious International Nurses 
Association with an upcoming 
publication in Worldwide Leaders  
in Healthcare. 

Haley (Hubregtse) Holmes ’02 
B.S.B.A., ’04 M.A, Portland, Oregon, 
was awarded a certificate of merit 
for excellence in academic advising 
by The National Academic Advising 
Association-Region Eight for her 
work as a career and academic 
advisor at Portland State University.

Ellen (Gormley) Hopper ’07 M.D., 
Watertown, South Dakota, joined 
Sanford Health Watertown Clinic.

Dennis Johnson ’01 B.S., ’07 
M.P.A., North Sioux City, South 
Dakota, was promoted to chief 
investment officer for Ho-Chunk, 
Inc. He is responsible for developing 
a long-term investment model and 
strategy for Ho-Chunk, Inc., as well 
as building and leading Ho-Chunk 
Capital, a full-service real estate 
development and investment entity.

Christopher Jung ’09 J.D., 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, has 

become a partner of the firm  
Siegl, Barnett & Schutz.

Calvin Krogman ’07 B.S., ’09 
M.S.,’13 Ed.D., White River, South 
Dakota, was named director of 
Mount Marty College Watertown. 

Kimberly (Van Deventer) 
Lanham ’01 B.A., Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, has become a partner in the 
firm Johnson, Janklow, Abdallah, 
Bollweg & Parsons. 

Mark Liebl ’07 B.S.R., Dell Rapids, 
South Dakota, was inducted into 
the University of South Dakota 
Track and Field Hall of Honor. Liebl 
was the runner-up in the javelin at 
the 2006 NCAA Division II Outdoor 
Championships with a school 
record-breaking throw of 221 feet, 
1 inch. His mark remains both a 
school and a state record. 

Dustin Little ’09 B.B.A., ’12 D.P.T., 
Parker, Colorado, is an athletic 
trainer for the Denver Broncos.  
He played four seasons on the 
Coyote basketball team under 
Coach Dave Boots. He also played 
for the football team for a season 
after completing his basketball 
eligibility. He has since become a 
doctor of physical therapy.

Marshall Lovrien ’03 B.S.B.A., ’08 
J.D., Aberdeen, South Dakota, has 
become a partner in the firm Bantz, 
Gosch & Cremer.

Nick Moser ’07 B.A., ’15 J.D./M.P.A., 
Yankton, South Dakota, has joined 
the firm Johnson, Miner, Marlow, 
Woodward & Huff, Prof. LLC 

Adam Nelson ’05 B.M., Chicago, 
Illinois, performs as a dueling piano 
player in public and private events 
all across the country. He also 
teaches piano, writes songs and 
designs marching band shows.

Debra Owen ’05 J.D., Pierre, 
South Dakota, has been named 
vice president of state and 
federal relations for the South 
Dakota Association of Healthcare 
Organizations (SDAHO). 

Kari Oyen ’08 Ed.S., Beresford, 
South Dakota, was named South 
Dakota  School Psychologist of 
the Year by the South Dakota 
Association of School Psychologists. 

Paul Petersen ’09 B.F.A., Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, won the Louisiana Film 
Festival Best Short Film (15 minutes) 
Award for his film “The Bespoke 
Tailoring of Mister Bellamy.” 

Suzette Radke ’07 M.P.A.,  
Aurelia, Iowa, has been selected 
vice president of finance and 
administration for Buena  
Vista University.

Taya (Dockter) Runyan ’04 B.S., 
’07 J.D., Pierre, South Dakota, 
opened Black Beagle Baby, a store 
carrying handcrafted baby and 
toddler products in Pierre’s St. 
Charles building. She also continues 
to practice law full-time.

Susan (Spinar) Safratowich ’01 
B.S., Grand Forks, North Dakota,  
has joined Lifetime Vision in  
Grand Forks.

Amy Sanford ’09 M.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, is an oncologist at 
Sanford Health.

Mark Schulte ’06 B.S.H.A., ’07 
M.B.A., Sturgis, South Dakota, 
president of Sturgis Regional 
Hospital and Sturgis Market, has 
been elected to the Council of 
Regents, the legislative body of the 
American College of Healthcare 
Executives. 

April (Halsey) Smith ’01 B.S., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, has established 

Heart of the City Bakery, a gluten-
free bakery in Parker, South Dakota. 

Antoine Smith ’02 ATTD., Sioux 
City, Iowa, has a principal role in the 
Broadway revival The Color Purple.

Cindy Smith ’00 B.S., ’03 M.A, Sioux 
City, Iowa, has been named vice 
president at Executive Technologies 
Inc. by President Dave Strohman.

Rachel Sorensen ’04 B.A., 
Atlanta, Georgia, co-starred in 
the movie Unsung: The Forgotten, 
an independent film spotlighting 
the all-too-real issues families of 
combat veterans face back home. 
She has appeared in more than  
50 productions for such programs 
and motion pictures as The Walking 
Dead, Selma, The Vampire Diaries, 
Vacation, Ant-Man and Captain 
America: Civil War. She has worked 
as stand-in on several TV shows 
and movies. 

Heather Spader ’07 M.D., 
Hallandale Beach, Florida, joined the 
Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital 
Division of Pediatric Neurosurgery.

Sara (Deckert) Stahlecker ’01 
B.S.B.A., ’02 M.B.A., Tea, South 
Dakota, was inducted into the 
University of South Dakota Track 
and Field Hall of Honor. Stahlecker 
was a six-time All-American for the 
Coyotes who won the 400 meter 
dash at the 2001 NCAA Division II 
Indoor Championships. 

Joshua Storms ’01 B.S.R., 
Scottsdale, Arizona, will take  
over as the University of Memphis’ 
football strength and conditioning 
coach after spending the last  
eight seasons at Arizona State  
as a member of the sports 
performance staff. 

Thomas Von Wald ’01 B.S.B.A., 
’04 J.D., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 

Antoinette Williams-Healy ’01 J.D., ‘01 

M.P.Ad., Cheyenne, Wyoming, was  

appointed by Gov. Matt Mead as the new 

circuit court judge for the First Judicial  

District in Laramie County.
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has become a partner in the Boyce 
Law Firm.

Ross Wright ’01 B.S.Ed., ’04 M.P.A., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, has joined 
the firm of Lynn, Jackson, Schultz & 
Lebrun in Sioux Falls.

Amy Yost ’05 M.A., ’10 M.A, 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota, is a part 
of the special education program at 
Reede Gray Elementary School. 

Amber Archer ’10 A.S.,  
Vermillion, South Dakota, is a 
registered nurse at ShareHouse  
in Fargo, North Dakota. 

Mary Ash ’10 J.D., Sioux Falls,  
South Dakota, has become a  
partner of the firm Wilka & Welter.

Kayla Bastian ’13 M.S., Pierre, 
South Dakota, has been named 
system director of human  
resources for the South Dakota 
Board of Regents. 

Molly (McKenzie) Beck ’14 J.D., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, has joined 
the Fuller & Williamson firm as an 
associate attorney.

Torie Buberl ’15 B.S., Vermillion, 
South Dakota, is an athletics 
and Howling Pack development 
coordinator at the USD Foundation.

Sridhar Budhi ’10 M.S.,  
Vermillion, South Dakota, is a 
chemistry instructor at Eastern 
Wyoming College.

Timothy Carr ’11 B.A., ’13 M.B.A., 
Independence, Missouri, is a 
manufacturer’s representative at 
Falcon Abrasives.

Brianna Clark ’13 B.A., Winona, 
Minnesota, is a reporter at WPSD 
Local 6. 

Kathleen (Divine) Turner ’11 
B.F.A., Omaha, Nebraska, was 

promoted to senior designer in the 
Omaha office of Swanson Russell.

Matthew Edlund ’10 B.B.A., ’12 
M.B.A., Fargo, North Dakota, joined 
Dawson Insurance in Fargo as a 
surety account executive. 

Paul Eisenbraun ’12 J.D., Yankton, 
South Dakota, has become a partner 
of the Grey Law Office. Henceforth 
the firm will be known as Grey and 
Eisenbraun Law.

Alexander Ellman ’10 B.S., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, is a trust and 
estates associate attorney for 
Lindquist and Vennum in Sioux Falls.

Joseph Erickson ’15 B.S., Slayton, 
Minnesota, is a police officer in 
Yankton, South Dakota.

Amber (Kruse) Evenson ’15 M.S., 
Scotland, South Dakota, has joined 
Avera Medical Group as a certified 
physician assistant. 

Michael Ewald ’14 B.S.,  
Watertown, South Dakota, is  
the new spokesperson for the  
South Dakota Democratic Party. 

Jordan Feist ’10 B.S., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, joined Woods, Fuller, 
Shultz & Smith P.C. in Sioux Falls as 
an associate attorney.

Joshua Finer ’13 J.D., Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, has become a partner 
in the firm of Richardson, Wyly, 
Wise, Sauck & Hieb. 

Andrew Finzen ’15 M.P.A., is 
the city manager for Truth Or 
Consequences, New Mexico.

Rachel (Buse) Flaskey ’10 M.B.A., 
Lakeville, Minnesota, a senior 
manager in the Minneapolis office 
of accounting and advisory firm 
Baker Tilly, was one of 32 certified 
public accountants under the age 
of 40 to receive “Standing Ovation” 

honors from the American Institute 
of CPAs. 

Sasha (Ross) Gibson ’13 M.A., 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, is the new 
social justice and outreach program 
coordinator at UMEC. 

David Giese ’13 B.A., Chicago, 
Illinois,  has opened a food truck 
called Finn’s Grill, open Friday and 
Saturday nights in Vermillion.

Charles Goitia ’13 B.F.A., 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, has 
performed in musicals and operas 
with Lyric Arts, The Chameleon 
Theatre Circle, Skylark Opera and 
the Minnesota Jewish Theatre 
Company, among others. 

Trevor Gruis ’14 B.S., Adrian, 
Minnesota, has signed on to play 
basketball for the Leicester Riders. 
Gruis played in Sweden last season 
for Jamtland where he averaged  
13 points, six rebounds and one 
block per game. 

James Gulbranson ’15 B.A., Stuart, 
Iowa, is an educational leadership 
consultant for Lambda Chi Alpha’s 
international headquarters.

Harrison Hagg ’14 J.D., Pierre, 
South Dakota, is a new associate 
with Koley Jessen working with the 
mergers and acquisitions team on 
business transactions.

Michael Helgerson ’15 B.B.A., 
Lesterville, South Dakota, is working 
with the University of South Dakota 
to design a smart device application 
called ConnectU. The application 
uses location-based information 
on students’ phones to send push 
notifications about campus events 
and class information via electronic 
beacons spread across campus. 

Roland Henry ’15 B.B.A., Hinton, 
Iowa, has joined the Sioux City office 

of Ameriprise Financial Services Inc. 
as a financial adviser. 

Haley (Evans) Homan ’12 B.S., ’15 
B.S.Ed., Elk Point, South Dakota, is a 
third grade teacher at Elk Point-
Jefferson School.

Amanda Jenson ’14 J.D., Dawson, 
Minnesota, joined the Wiles & 
Rylance firm as an associate.

Cesar Juarez ’11 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, has joined the 
Goosmann Law Firm in its  
Sioux Falls office. 

Dillon Karras ’13 J.D., Spearfish, 
South Dakota, has been made a 
partner in the firm Hood & Nies.  
The firm will now be known as  
Nies & Karras.

Brittany LaCroix ’13 B.A., 
Scotland, South Dakota, is an event 
coordinator in Yankton. 

Stephanie Larscheid ’13 M.B.A., 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, is the 
new executive director of the Prairie 
Family Business Association.

Amy Lueking ’11 M.D., Pierre, 
South Dakota, is Avera St. Mary’s 
Hospital’s newest OB-GYN. 

Erin Melling ’13 J.D., Hettinger, 
North Dakota, is the new Slope 
County state’s attorney.

Jill (Schievelbein) Michels 
’10 B.A., Yankton, South Dakota, 
currently works as assistant 
bookstore manager at Mount Marty 
College in Yankton, South Dakota.

Brian Muldoon ’14 B.F.A., 
Vermillion, South Dakota, will 
reprise his work in the Actors 
Theatre of Louisville’s original 
production of The Glory of the World 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 

James Myers ’15 M.A.,  
Vermillion, South Dakota, joined D2 
(Documents & Design) behavioral 
science and data analysis team. 

Angela O’Kane ’12 B.A.,  
Madison, South Dakota, has  
joined the Lammers Kleibacker  
firm as an associate.

Kasey (Wassenaar) Olivier ’12 
J.D., Sioux Falls, South Dakota,  
has joined the Johnson,  
Heideprim & Abdallah firm  
as an associate attorney.

Kelsey Parker ’14 J.D.,  
Rapid City, South Dakota, is an 

Lane Grindle ‘04 B.S., Lincoln, Nebraska, will join 

the radio booth as the third voice of the Milwaukee 

Brewers behind Bob Uecker and Jeff Levering on 

WTMJ-AM (620) radio broadcasts and the Brewers 

Radio Network.
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associate attorney with Bangs, 
McCullen, Butler, Foye & Simmons  
in Rapid City.

Sean Pederson ’11 M.P.A.,  
Kansas City, Kansas, is the city 
manager of Bonner Springs, Kansas. 

Christopher Peluso ’15 M.S., 
Vermillion, South Dakota,  
has joined the Urgent Care 
Department at the Essentia Health 
St. Mary’s-Detroit Lakes (Minnesota) 
Clinic as a physician assistant.

Michael Runde ’14 M.A., Peosta, 
Iowa, is USD’s assistant volleyball 
coach. Runde was the team’s 
graduate assistant 2013 –15. 

Sara Schroeder ’15 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, has joined the Hagen, 
Wilka & Archer firm as an associate. 

Elizabeth (Falk) Schwab  
’11 B.S., ’15 Au.D., Aberdeen,  
South Dakota, opened Schwab 
Audiology in Aberdeen.

Breanna (Henrichsen) Schwandt 
’11 B.S.Ed., ’15 M.A, Big Stone City, 
South Dakota, is a special education 
teacher at Milbank School District.

Justin Shatto ’11 B.B.A.,  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, opened 
Woofs & Waves, a pet supply store, 
along Arrowhead Parkway on  
Sioux Falls’ east side. 

Elizabeth Soderborg ’12 
B.S., Midvale, Utah, is a clinical 
pharmacist at Primary Children’s 
Hospital in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Cassidy Stalley ’11 J.D., Rapid City, 
South Dakota, joined the firm  
Lynn, Jackson, Shultz & Lebrun in 
Rapid City.

Charles Swanson ’14 B.A., Fort 
Pierre, South Dakota, is a police 
officer with the city of Pierre. 

Jacob Terry ’12 M.S., Elk Point, 
South Dakota, is a high school 
computer teacher and head football 
coach at Elk Point-Jefferson School.

Terrance Terry ’15 B.S.Ed.,  
Homewood, Illinois, is a high  
school English teacher and  
assistant football coach at 
Homewood-Flossmoor High 
School in Flossmoor, Illinois and 
was recently promoted to head 
sophomore football coach. 

Allyse Thaler ’11 B.B.A.,  
Salem, South Dakota, has been 

promoted by Paulsen Advertising  
to account specialist. 

Kayla White ’12 M.A.,  
Hartford, South Dakota, is a  
speech therapist at Sanford 
Worthington Medical Center.

Ernest Thompson ’15 J.D., 
Vermillion, South Dakota,  
joined the Blackburn & Stevens  
firm as an associate.

Revathi Truong ’15 J.D.,  
Lincoln, Nebraska, has been  
named volunteer and community 
health specialist at Mercy Medical 
Center in Sioux City, Iowa. 

Sean Twohy ’10 M.A., Moses Lake, 
Washington, is an English instructor 
at Big Bend Community College.

Marriages

Charles Whitney ’99 B.S. and Sybil 
Montalbetti were married Jan. 15, 
2016. The couple resides in San 
Francisco, California.

Bethanna (Feist) Baloun ’09 B.S. 
’12 J.D. /M.P.A. and Ryan Baloun 
were married Nov. 7, 2015.  
The couple resides in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

Jamie (Lane) Forrest ’05 M.S. 
and Jason Forrest were married 
Nov. 6, 2015. The couple resides in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota.

Landon Friesen ’07 B.S. and Laura 
(Wehde) Friesen ’05 B.F.A. were 
married May 15, 2015. The couple 
resides in Omaha, Nebraska.

Jackie (Feller) Hemphill ’09 B.S. 
and Brandon Hemphill were married 
March 20, 2015. The couple resides 
in Lakefield, Minnesota.

Adam Herrmann ’05 B.S.H.A. and 
Theanne Herrmann were married 
Nov. 14, 2015. The couple resides in 
Ewa Beach, Hawaii.

Matthew Hoyt ’00 B.S. ’02, M.S. 
and Katie (Walter) Hoyt ’06 M.S. 
were married Jan. 7, 2016.  
The couple resides in Vermillion, 
South Dakota.

Charles Kahlandt ’07 B.B.A. and 
Ashley (Delimont) Kahlandt were 
married Nov. 28, 2015. The couple 
resides in Omaha, Nebraska.

Brian Kaiser ’08 B.B.A., ’11 M.P.A. 
and Stephanie (Jones) Kaiser ’10 
B.F.A. were married June 20, 2015. 
The couple resides in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

Eric Matt ’06 B.B.A., ’09 J.D. and 
Alissa (VanMeeteren) Matt ’13 
B.A. were married Dec. 18, 2015.  
The couple resides in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

Sheri (Keimig) Popp ’07 B.B.A.  
and Andrew Popp were married  
on Sept. 12, 2015. The couple resides 
in Omaha, Nebraska.

Barry Putzke ’01 B.S.B.A. and 
Jennifer (Frick) Putzke ’04 A.S. 
were married June 27, 2015. The 
couple resides in Portland, Oregon.

Caitlin (Brusseau) Rousseau ’08 
B.S.Ed. and Heath Rousseau were 
married June 6, 2015. The couple 
resides in Vermillion, South Dakota.

Seth Schramm ’06 B.S. and Ashley 
(Cuka) Schramm ’10 B.S., ’10 A.S., 
were married April 25, 2015. The 
couple resides in Tea, South Dakota.

Adrian (Peters) Aylor ’15 B.S. and 
Reed Aylor were married June 13, 
2015. The couple resides in  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Kelsea Beig ’12 D.P.T. and Jamie 
Keim were married Nov. 21, 2015. 
The couple resides in Yuma, Arizona.

Dzenan Berberovic ’11 B.A. and 
Kelsey (Schroeder) Berberovic 
’11 B.S. were married Nov. 21, 2015. 
The couple resides in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

Ryan Blake ’14 B.A. and 
Cassandra (Bartlett) Blake ’14 
B.A. were married Aug. 8, 2015. The 
couple resides in Arlington, Virginia.

Beth (Sherard) Fennel ’13 B.S.  
and Timothy Fennel were married 
May 30, 2015. The couple resides in 
Elk Point, South Dakota.

Eric Gage ’13 B.S. and Holly 
(Pusch) Gage ’13 were married 
June 6, 2015. The couple resides in 
Arlington, Virginia.

Sasha (Ross) Gibson ’13 M.A. 
and Donavan Gibson were married 
Oct. 10, 2015. The couple resides in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky.

Travis Hahler ’10 B.A., ’12 M.B.A. 
and Brian Boyenga were married 

June 12, 2015. The couple resides in 
Chicago, Illinois.

Mackenzie Heyl Schaffert ’13 
B.B.A., ’13 M.P.A. and Josh Schaffert 
were married Oct. 3, 2015. The 
couple resides in Akron, Iowa.

Andrew Homan ’13 B.S.Ed. and 
Haley (Evans) Homan ’12 B.S.,’15 
B.S.Ed. were married June 20, 2015. 
The couple resides in Elk Point, 
South Dakota.

Christopher Hubbs ’13 B.B.A. and 
Carissa (Kinsley) Hubbs ’14 A.S., 
’15 B.S.N. were married Feb. 15, 
2015. The couple resides in Yankton, 
South Dakota.

Aubrey Jones ’12 B.S. and Rochelle 
(Bonner) Jones were married  
Oct. 24, 2015. The couple resides in 
Vermillion, South Dakota.

Kristopher Kinyon ’10 B.S. and 
Katie (Kribell) Kinyon ’09 B.S. 
were married on Sept. 5, 2015.  
The couple resides in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

Monique (Robinson) Luisi 
’13 M.A. and Timothy Luisi were 
married June 13, 2015. The couple 
resides in Lawrence, Kansas.

Kevin McKinstry ’11 B.S.Ed. 
’12 M.A. and Ashley (Hogarth) 
McKinstry were married July 11, 
2015. The couple resides in  
Chicago, Illinois.

Will Mortenson ’10 B.A. and 
Shuree (Hohn) Mortenson  
’11 B.A., were married May 30,  
2015. The couple resides in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Nicole (Knisley) Nelson ’14 B.A. 
and Allen Nelson were married  
June 13, 2015. The couple resides  
in Rapid City, South Dakota.

Eric Novak ’14 B.S. and Holly 
(Kelley) Novak ’14 B.A. were 
married March 12, 2016. The couple 
resides in Hartford, South Dakota.

Kevin Oliver ’12 B.S. and Danielle 
(Sieck) Oliver ’12 B.A. were married 
Sept. 26, 2015. The couple resides in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota.

Mariah (McCleerey) Schurman 
’12 A.S., ’13 B.S.N. and Brandon 
Schurman were married Oct. 10, 
2015. The couple resides in  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Elizabeth (Falk) Schwab ’11 B.S. 
’15 Au.D. and Anthony Schwab were 



38     The South Dakotan

married Aug. 29, 2015. The couple 
resides in Aberdeen, South Dakota.

Kelsey (Webb) Smith ’10 B.A.  
and Chase Smith were married on 
Sept. 5, 2015. The couple resides in 
Pierre, South Dakota.

Alexander Suurmeyer ’14 B.S. and 
Jenifer (Bergman) Suurmeyer ’12 
B.A. were married June 27, 2015.  
The couple resides in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

Aaron Tilley ’10 B.A. and Allison 
(Farmer) Tilley ’10 B.B.A. were 
married Aug. 1, 2015. The couple 
resides in Le Mars, Iowa.

Births

Brenna Elizabeth Beisch was born 
August 25, 2015 to Tyler Beisch 
’06 B.S.Ed., ’07 M.A., and Callie 
(Wallenberg) Beisch ’08 B.B.A., of 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Henry Aaron Black was born to 
Aaron Black ’06 J.D., and  
Tara Krog ’05 M.A., ’07 Ph.D.,  
of Phoenix, Arizona. 

William Harvey Clem was born  
May 12, 2015 to Justin Clem ’08 

B.A., ’13 M.D. and Kari (Schaefer) 
Clem ’11 M.S. of Sioux Falls,  
South Dakota.

Emmett Gary Cwach was born on 
March 17, 2016 to Daniel Cwach ’09 
B.S. and Michelle (Rydell) Cwach 
’09 B.A. of Yankton, South Dakota. 

Gretta Hayes was born March 9, 
2016 to Brett Durick ’05 B.S.B.A. 
and Jenny Durick of Jersey City,  
New Jersey. The family also has a 
son, Logan, 3.

Georgianna Lucile Hopper was born 
April 22, 2015 to Ellen (Gormley) 
Hopper ’07 M.D., and Jesse Hopper 

of Watertown, South Dakota. Their 
older daughter, Evelyn Grace, is 3. 

Maverick James Stapleton was born 
Dec. 10, 2015 to James Stapleton 
’04 B.B.A., ’08 M.B.A., and Angie 
Stapleton of Omaha, Nebraska.

Marcus Mack Bisenius was born 
Sept. 3, 2015 to Will Bisenius 
’12 M.A. and Melisa (Harkness) 
Bisenius ’00 B.S.Ed., ’14 Ed.S.,  
Elk Point, South Dakota.

Boy and girl twins on June 20, 
2015, to Haley Molzen ’10 B.A., 
and Caley Waysman ’12 B.A. of 
Vermillion, South Dakota.
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In Memoriam
Alan Clem of Vermillion, 
South Dakota, died  
April 11, 2016. He joined 
the political science faculty 
at the University of South 
Dakota in 1960, serving as 
department chair 1976–78 

and becoming emeritus professor in 1996. 
He then taught part time until 2006. His 
special courses concerned American parties 
and election campaigns, Congress, political 
geography and research methods. 

Werner Kitzler ’67  
B.A., of Vermillion,  
South Dakota, died  
Oct. 29, 2015. He was  
a retired professor of  
German language and 
literature at USD 1972– 

2012. Kitzler’s legacy for his work in German-
American relations is well known throughout 
the nation, not only for his development of 
study tours to Germany for university and  
high school students from 1973 through  
the 1990s, but for his personal involvement 
and selfless generosity in assisting foreign  
students of all nationalities, as well as his  
work with language teachers throughout  
the region. For more than 30 years,  
Werner was also the managing editor of 
Schatzkammer, an academic publication  
of German language and literature.  
His passion and dedication to people, ideas 
and cultures was recognized when he was 
awarded The Federal Cross of Merit from  
both Germany and Austria.

Benno Wymar of 
Vermillion, South Dakota, 
died Nov. 4, 2015. He  
loved being a professor  
of economics at the  
University of South Dakota 
and took USD business 

school students to Europe for more than 33 
years. The German government awarded him 
the Bundesverdienstkreuz (Federal Cross of 
Merit) for promoting U.S.-German relations. 
Even after retirement, he continued to 
organize international forums and was active 
in the Emeritus Club.

Faculty 
Donald E. Boyde, Mount Vernon, Ohio, died  
Oct. 3, 2015. He was a professor of art.

Dale Gulledge, Boise, Idaho, died Dec. 2, 2015. 
He was the first chair of psychiatry when the USD 
Medical School became a four-year program.

Thomas Moriarty, ‘52 M.A., Rogers, Arkansas,  
died Jan. 5, 2016. He taught in the School  
of Education.

Ernest Phelps, Goldsboro, North Carolina, died 
Feb. 8, 2016. He taught in the Mass Communications 
department and was involved in the establishment 
of South Dakota Public Broadcasting.

Todd Williams, Portland, Oregon, died Aug. 17, 
2015. He taught English literature.

Agnes (Blankenburg) Bargioni ’39,  
San Rafael, California
Selmar Loken ’36, Shoreview, Minnesota

Elton Andersen ’49, Riverside, California
Geraldine (Heckenlively) Brook ’45,  

Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Ralph Cobb ’48, Eugene, Oregon
Jeanne (Lubker) Conour ’43,  

Fredericksburg, Virginia
James DeGeest ’46, Miller, South Dakota
Patricia (Frankenfeld) Edberg ’47,  

Saline, Michigan
Hugh Fullerton ’49, Huron, South Dakota
Robert Gravrok ’48, Bloomington, Minnesota
Wilbert Hieb ’43, Brookings, South Dakota
Huntington Jackson ’47, ’48, Priest River, Idaho
Harold Johnke ’47, Sun City West, Arizona
Loreen (Cadwell) Jones ’47, Yankton, South Dakota
Elizabeth (Wadden) Keefe ’43, Wilmington,  

North Carolina
Lois (Ostrom) Kruck ’45, Kalona, Iowa
Gladys (Blair) Ludens ’43, Morrison, Illinois
Ardyce (Heeren) Meisenholder ’49, Rapid City, 

South Dakota
Russell Orr ’49, ’50, Phoenix, Arizona
Glenn Owens ’43, Madison, Wisconsin
Mathilda (Messana) Palmer ’47, Armour,  

South Dakota
William Paxson ’48, ’07, West Des Moines, Iowa
Charles Petersen ’49, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Helen (Olson) Peterson ’41, Palm Desert, California
Nicholas Petrakis ’44, San Francisco, California
Donald Rasmussen ’49, Boynton Beach, Florida
JoAnn (Stepanek) Relf ’42, Macon, Georgia
Jeanne (Tenney) Rensvold ’43, Oakridge, Oregon
Thomas Richards ’48, Chandler, Arizona
Joane (Boling) Riley ’48, Clarklake, Michigan
Joyce (Kern) Schilder ’48, Faulkton, South Dakota
George Weber ’43, Englewood, Colorado
Audrey (Kofmehl) Willging ’48, Fort Collins, 

Colorado

Richard Acquard ’59, Brooklyn Park, Minnesota
M. (Taylor) Aman ’57, Aberdeen, South Dakota
Robert Anderson ’58, Hemet, California
Thomas Beckers ’55, Baton Rouge, Louisana
Marie (Bernhofson) Beitzel ’58, Canton,  

South Dakota
William BerguinIII ’52, Chandler, Arizona
Murlyn Bickel ’58, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Beverly (Malthesen) Blackstone ’58, Canton, 

South Dakota
Marilyn (Clark) Borgen ’57, Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota
Maureen (Sisson) Bredenberg ’52, Mesa, Arizona
James Costar ’50, ’52, Okemos, Michigan
Kenneth Doty ’57, Rochester, Minnesota
Wesley Duiker ’56, Springfield, Illinois
Don Eli ’53, Whittier, California
Patricia (Henley) Farrar ’53, Britton, South Dakota
Leroy Fitzgerald ’54, Ventura, California
John Galloway ’54, ’55, Surprise, Arizona
Gwendolyn (Leikvold) Gann ’50,  

Sugar Land, Texas
Arthur Glynn ’50, Rapid City, South Dakota
James Greenwood ’57, Titusville, Florida
Harry Hauffe ’58, Casper, Wyoming
James Hegdahl ’54, Henderson, Nevada
Catherine (Quinn) Heiman ’55,  

Kansas City, Missouri
Alden Heupel ’58, Springfield, Massachusetts
Willard Hodges ’55, Lake Preston, South Dakota
William Jacobsen ’58, Sturgis, South Dakota
John Jones, Jr. ’55, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Wayne Knutson ’51, Vermillion, South Dakota
Eugene Koupal ’50, Mitchell, South Dakota
James Kucera ’56, ’58, Union Pier, Michigan
Gary Lande ’57, Encino, California
Suzanne (Dannenbring) Mogen ’56, Yankton, 

South Dakota
Thomas Moriarty ’52, Wakonda, South Dakota
Robert Nelson, Jr. ’51, North Manchester, Indiana
Roger Nelson ’58, ’69, Brookings, South Dakota
Clifford Neuroth ’59, Arvada, Colorado
Lars Overskei ’54, Roseville, Minnesota
Arlo Pedersen ’50, Gambrills, Maryland
Shirley (Lemonds) Perkins ’51, Scottsdale, Arizona
Wilfred Pettus ’59, El Dorado, Kansas
James Philp ’54, ’56, Bellevue, Washington
Edgar Resel ’58, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Alvin Scheffel ’50, Spirit Lake, Iowa
Gerald Skilling ’56, ’58, Surprise, Arizona
Jacob Sluka ’57, Tacoma, Washington
Carl Smith ’57, Council Bluffs, Iowa
Robert Steichen ’52, Kennewick, Washington
Charles Stiles ’58, Mobridge, South Dakota
Joann Sweeney ’55, Chicago, Illinois
Nane (McConnell) Thomson ’50, Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota
James Tichy ’56, Meckling, South Dakota
Allan Tufteland ’50, Sacramento, California
Eunice (Serck) Vandenbos ’51, Eau Claire, 

Wisconsin
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John Weingartner ’50, Walnut Creek, California
Sylvester Wold, Jr. ’57, Orland, California
Laura (Gutz) Wyman ’56, Roswell, Georgia

Warren Alexander ’61, Hill City, South Dakota
Connie (Irish) Allen ‘69, Springfield,  

South Dakota
Jess Alton ‘66, Overland Park, Kansas
Grant Anderson ‘67, Le Center, Minnesota
Shirley Barns ‘64, Mitchell, South Dakota
William Becvar ‘64, Decorah, Iowa
Mary (Lewis) Clowdsely ‘65, Portsmouth, 

Virginia
Roger Dammeier ‘68, ’70, Spring, Texas
Darryl Dochterman ‘64, Lexington, Kentucky
Thomas Dulany ‘64, Glendale, Arizona
James Gednalske ‘68, ’84, Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota
Polly (Wadleigh) Girton ‘60, Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota
Charles Haerter ‘61, ’63, Lake Havasu City, 

Arizona
Harry Hedrick ‘63, Simi Valley, California
Werner Klammer ‘64, Juniata, Nebraska
Janet (Shabino) Kolker ‘64, Groton,  

South Dakota
Glenn Kroger ‘61, ’71, Alcester, South Dakota
James Lefler ‘63, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Joseph Lien ‘60, Spearfish, South Dakota
Charles Livingston ‘67, Sioux City, Iowa
Thomas Mark ‘63, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Charles Maxon ‘61, ’67, ’74, Rapid City,  

South Dakota
Craig Moore ‘69, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Dennis Morgan, Sr. ‘62, Belden, Nebraska
Helmut Nunn ‘62, Lithia, Florida
Glenys Ortman ‘66, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Karen (Stientjes) Pas ‘64, Milford, Iowa
Paul Pascoe ‘60, Dallas, Texas
Adrian Penicnak ‘61, Palm City, Florida
Edward Petrik ‘65, Springfield, South Dakota
Steven Radjenovich ‘69, Alexandria, Minnesota
Dennis Ronning ‘65, Savannah, Georgia
David Russell  ‘63, ’68, Hot Springs, South Dakota
Charles Schad ‘67, Spearfish, South Dakota
Thomas Schori ‘69, ’70, Normal, Illinois
Alan Schultz ‘61, Dallas, Texas
Richard Shult ‘69, Orland, California
Jerome Small ‘62, Kimberling City, Missouri
Emma (Brost) Smith ‘61, Buffalo, South Dakota
David Stavig ‘60, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Lee Stearns ‘66, Denver, Colorado
Darlene (Haines) Tappe ‘63, Platte, South Dakota
James Taylor ‘60, Huron, South Dakota
Sharon Van Doren ‘60, Anderson, South Carolina
Allen Wangemann ‘61, Sheboygan, Wisconsin
Robert Webb  ‘62, Aberdeen, South Dakota
Nancy (Morton) Weeks ‘60, Deer Park, New York
Gene Whealy ‘67, Norfolk, Nebraska
Kathryn (Bryant) Williams ‘68, Brandon,  

South Dakota

Mark Bielen ’77, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Pamela (Nielson) Boline ’77, ’79, Mitchell, South Dakota
Galen Brown ’76, Saint Paul, Minnesota
Jeneane Butrum ’74, Richfield, Minnesota
David Carver ’71, Golden, Colorado
Bernice (Farmer) Cvrk ’75, Henderson, Nevada
Jeri Drew ’73, ’74, ’81, Lake Norden, South Dakota
Thomas Dunn ’70, Honolulu, Hawaii
Robin (Ballard) Eisenmenger ’71, Elk Point,  

South Dakota
Wayne Everson ’70, ’79, ’89, Norman, Oklahoma
Richard Foust ’75, ’80, Miller, South Dakota
Robert Fox  ’79, Topeka, Kansas
Maurice Fuller ’70, Cedar Falls, Iowa
Jackie Giles ’72, ’73, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Frances (Cheslik) Gillen ’76, Wabasha, Minnesota
Gregory Harm ’71, San Diego, California
Frederick Harris ’74, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Neil Hoelscher ’71, Perry, Iowa
Bertha (Overby) Johnson ’73, Portland, Oregon
Frank Kehrwald  ’76, ’81, Lenexa, Kansas
Faye Kistner ’71, Columbus Jct., Iowa
Caroline Kurtenbach ’73, Kingsley, Iowa
Terry Lanes ’70, Anaconda, Montana
Timothy Lange ’74, Yankton, South Dakota
Gregory Leonard ’74, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Dorothy Logue ‘70, Wakonda, South Dakota
Luella (Wiens) Lohrentz ‘76, North Newton, Kansas
Teresa (Cole) Ludwig ’73, Red Wing, Minnesota
Lynn Nitzschke ’70, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Thomas Olson ’73, Springfield, South Dakota
Robin (Schoenhard) Paynter ’79, ’87, Inver Grove    
       Heights, Minnesota
Stephen Perlman, ’70, Greenview, California
Clifford Poppens, ’73, Cadiz, Kentucky
Maynard Porter, Jr. ’71, ’73, Sioux City, Iowa
Paul Roberts ’73, Vermillion, South Dakota
Linda (Smyrak) Rosemore ’72, Spirit Lake, Iowa
Daniel Stoltze ’73, Boone, Iowa
Charles Sundling ’70, ’75, San Benito, Texas
Norma (Muckey) Thomson ’71, ’78, ’90, Centerville, 

South Dakota
Margaret (Hartnett) Trysla ’71, South Sioux City, 

Nebraska
Myrtice (Packham) Van Epps ’75, Melbourne, Florida
Norma (Berg) Vanderpan ’71, Brookings, South Dakota
John Vanwyhe ’71, Huron, South Dakota
Teri (Axthlem) Werner ’79, Tempe, Arizona
Dorothy (Golden) Wheeler ’78, ’14, Sioux Falls,  

South Dakota
William Zahn ’77, Los Angeles, California

George Batcheller ’82, North Sioux City, South Dakota
Patrick Conway ’81, Sioux City, Iowa
James Crawford ’87, Larchwood, Iowa
Sally (Welch) Day ’83, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Michael Fuhrmann ’81, Chandler, Arizona
Kevin Harty ’89, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Marlene Hinkhouse ’84, Clive, Iowa

Timothy Hunstad ’82, Spicer, Minnesota
Clayton Jamison ’80, ’86, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Ronette (Kenyon) Kahler ’81, Sundance, Wyoming
Paul Kinsman  ’85, ’87, Pierre, South Dakota
Barry Martin ’80, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Thomas McGough ’89, Excelsior, Minnesota
David Morrison ’84, Rapid City, South Dakota
Charles Page ’83, Casper, Wyoming
Jay Raveling ’84, Corpus Christi, Texas
Colleen (Fields) Smith ’82, ’82, Ramsey, Minnesota
Lisa (Isaacson) Sneed ’88, Terre Haute, Indiana
Cynthia (Tolrud) Swanson ’89, Jefferson, South Dakota
Gary Taylor ’86, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Vanessa Timmerman ’80, Ankeny, Iowa

Karol (Brue) Aeschlimann ’92, ’01, Hurley, South Dakota
Kevan Cleaver ’93, Vermillion, South Dakota
Jody Endres  ’92, Urbana, Illinois
Kerri Fender ’99, ’99, Vermillion, South Dakota
Janet (McAtee) Gordon  ’90, Saint Paul, Minnesota
Johnene Gutzmann ’94, Emerson, Nebraska
Linda (Bennett) McEntaffer ’91, Sioux City, Iowa
Tad Skaff ’91, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Donovan Twite ’90, De Smet, South Dakota
Jason Vande Hoef ’94, Hinton, Iowa

Christopher Bloss ’07, Columbus, Georgia
Jill Horner ’00, Charlotte, North Carolina
Darren Jacobsen ’06, Piedmont, South Dakota
Karen Kleinsasser ’05, Huron, South Dakota
Cheri Lanis ’09, Ada, Oklahoma
Nancy Sleeper ’09, Rapid City, South Dakota
Rebecca Steffen ’08, Wakonda, South Dakota

Joseph Gentzel ’12, Jefferson, Georgia
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ALUMNI BOOKS

2700 before 70
Sandra (Forney) Griffin, ‘63 B.S.Ed., Florence, South Carolina
ISBN: 13:9781518853210 and 10:1518853218 

The author writes her own story of cycling from 
San Diego, California to Charleston, South 
Carolina, with her husband. Through hours of 
solitude, pedaling across eight states, memories of 
growing up in Pierre, South Dakota during the 
1940s and 50s emerge and are shared. This book 
is about the wisdom gained from truly living as 
well as the amazing physical accomplishment of 
seniors refusing to retire to inertia. 

Cottonwoods
George Brandsberg, ‘59 B.A.,  Manhattan, Kansas 
ISBN: 9781512200119   

Norwegian immigrants Rolf and Torval Hauge 
struggled for 10 years to gain financial success on 
the plains of South Dakota. Their first big break 
came in 1907 when Will and Frank Malcolm 
invited them to join their cattle company east of 
Belle Fourche. 

Give Her a Pixie 
Nancy (Shaw) Shaw Grinager, ‘74 B.S.Ed.,  
Mendota Heights, Minnesota
ISBN-13: 978-1-59298-723-8  

Josie loves her long curly hair and all the attention 
it brings. When a new baby brother keeps 
mommy too busy to fix Josie’s curls, she starts to 
worry. How will she start first grade with messy 
hair? Josie comes up with a smart idea, but it 
doesn’t quite work as planned!  

The Eagle Tree 
By Julene Bailie, ‘00 M.B.A., Renton, Washington
ISBN: 978158873584  

Think growing up as a baby eagle in a nest is 
boring? Find out by following the true story of 
two baby eagles that grew up in the Riverbend 
Eagle Tree.  

The Intuitive Engineer 
Julian Linder, ‘60 B.A., Olympia, Washington  
ISBN: 9781478762690 

Julian Linder worked as an engineer/rocket-
scientist for 35 years with several major missile 
and defense companies. In this publication he 
shares his experiences of working on missile and 
rocket guidance systems, satellite-based location 
technology and missile tracking systems he 
designed, simulated, analyzed and evaluated.

Dignity Revolution 
Standing up for the value  
of every person
Bob Lenz with Deborah (Vandenbos) Tackmann, ‘76 
B.S.Ed., Eau Claire, Wisconsin
ISBN 978-0-9856716-3-1   

This publication provides practical, proven  
and tested tools for teachers, schools and  
parents for guiding students toward embracing 
new systems, declaring that everyone has worth 
and value. It brings to the forefront what life  
could be like when every person is valued and 
offered dignity. 

Life in the Arbor 
Floyd Jerry Travis, ‘60 B.S.Ed., Sun City West, Arizona
ISBN: 1-4257-1573-7   

Life in the Arbor centers on Rollie Rabbit and  
his fellow animals that live in the backyard of  
a house in Sun City West, Arizona. Rollie is a 
smart, ingenious rabbit who tries to make his 
family’s life better. Rollie decides there must be 
a better place somewhere out in the “Great Out 
There,” and he and his friends embark on a 
journey to find such a place.  

Have you written 
or edited a  
book recently?
To have your book considered 
for our next issue, please send 
a complimentary copy and a 
description of its contents to:

USD Alumni Association 
ATTN: Alumni Books
414 East Clark Street 
Vermillion, SD 57069-2390

Love USD?  
Show it off year round.
Show your USD pride every time you make a 
purchase. Sign up for the USD Visa® Platinum 
Rewards card. 

Apply today at www.usdalumni.com 
or call 800-821-5184
Mention code USD Alumni

http://www.usdalumni.com/
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Join your fellow Coyotes who have  
already discovered  the value of  
membership and a lifetime link with USD.
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