
The philosophy program has changed its home department from 
Languages and Linguistics to History. Along with this change 
came a move into East Hall, where we are now comfortably 
tucked in on the third floor.
 Two faculty members joined the department: 
Justin Moss (Ph.D., Nebraska, 2012) teaches mainly in Ethics  
 in the position of lecturer.
Joe Tinguely (Ph.D., New School, 2012) teaches mainly in the  
 history of philosophy in the position of assistant professor.
 Dr. Moss has a book review forthcoming in the journal 
Ethics, Policy, and Environment. The review is of Gary Varner’s 
recent book “Personhood, Ethics, and Animal Cognition: 
Situating Animals in Hare’s Two-Level Utilitarianism.”
 Dr. Tinguely published an article in Philosophy and Rhetoric 
titled “The Implicit Affection between Kantian Judgment and 
Aristotelian Rhetoric.”

 Several of our recent graduates were admitted to the law 
schools of their choice.
 Two of our recent graduates received special commendation 
for their successful completion of an Honors Thesis.
 In spring 2015 we hosted a one-day student conference 
with a keynote address on Kierkegaard by George Connell of 
Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota. We will have a two- 
day conference in October in honor of the 2,600th birthday 
of science with a keynote lecture by Dr. Alan Love of the 
University of Minnesota.
 In his Environmental Ethics and Biomedical Ethics classes, 
Moss has instituted the practice of poster presentations that 
encourage students to publicly present their ethical reasoning on 
issues of importance for medicine and environmental practice. 
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Joe Tinguely 
Unless you are one of our graduating majors or minors to whom I would have recently said goodbye, 
this is my chance to say hello. I joined USD in the fall of 2012 as a visiting faculty member, and in 2014 
I switched to a tenure-track position. 
 I myself grew up just a ways up the interstate in North Dakota, and I certainly recognize that look of 
excitement and bewilderment when students step into a philosophy class for the first time. One priority 
for our program is to help students “translate” to their friends and family why a philosophy degree is a 
valuable use of time. It certainly helps that there are data which show that a philosophy major is good 
for your pocket book, not just for your mind and character.
 This fall I will be traveling to Vienna, Austria and Savannah, Georgia, to give a paper in which I 
argue that the way we get into arguments over questions of taste—like whether a movie or a song was 
good or bad—tells us quite a bit about what we are trying to accomplish when we argue about ethics 
and politics. 
 As a new faculty member, I’m always looking for ways to meet the students on their own terms. So 
for those of you who are friends of the philosophy program at USD, please consider yourself welcome 
to reach out to me to introduce yourself and share of some your ideas or recollections about what makes 
for great philosophy on the great plains. 

Justin Moss
Greetings! For those of you who don’t know me, I arrived at USD in the fall of 2013, and that makes 
me the newest member of the USD Philosophy faculty. I’m on the instructional track at the rank of 
lecturer, which means most of my professional responsibilities revolve around teaching. To that end, I 
teach numerous courses on moral philosophy, including Introduction to Ethics and the upper-division 
Ethics and Value Theory, as well as courses revolving around a specific sub-field of moral philosophy, 
such as Biomedical Ethics and Environmental Ethics. Many of these courses are required courses for 
majors in the Sustainability program, the Medical Biology program and the Pre-Nursing programs, and 
I am proud to be of service to so many academic programs at USD.
 I’m not native to the plains states, but I’ve been here long enough for it to feel like home. I got my 
first taste of philosophy at the University of Idaho, and earned my bachelor’s and master’s degrees at 
that hallowed institution (the current president of which is a former USD provost) before traveling to 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to do my doctoral studies. There, I became pre-occupied with the 
question of how demanding morality is, and ought to be. This focus on the demandingness of morality 
has followed me into the classroom, where I regularly pose the questions “Why be moral?” and “How 
morally good should we aim to be?” to my students. For students in Introduction to Ethics, this takes the 
form of asking how much we ought to help people in poverty. In Ethics and Value Theory, this question 
is framed in terms of how many of our actions ought to be carried out from an explicitly moral point of 
view. And in Environmental Ethics, not only does the question of aid to people in poverty come up, but 
it’s paired with an appreciation of how economic development, public health and protection of nature 
are linked.
 My classes always involve a great deal of discussion and I’ve found that USD students are eager to 
contribute to the conversation and do philosophy together when they realize that philosophy matters in 
their lives and the world they live in. I hope that you’ve found this to be true as well. 

New Faculty 



New Faculty 

Leroy Meyer
When people ask, “What can you do with philosophy?” I am in the habit of responding: “What can 
you do without it?”; for, it seems to me that questions of meaning and purpose can arise in regard to 
anything we do.  Occasionally such questions are especially troublesome; so we do well to be prepared 
by practice and habit. In my own case, philosophy has enriched my appreciation of the diversity of 
human experience—it connects with every aspect of human endeavor. I have taught philosophy at 
USD since 1978, when I arrived here after a year as a visiting scholar at the University of Cambridge. 
Before that I had taught philosophy for a year at George Mason University in Virginia. I am a native 
of Northern Virginia. As an undergraduate I majored in mathematics at the University of Virginia, 
where I subsequently earned both an M.A. and a Ph.D. in philosophy. (My mentor, James T. Cargile, 
has taught at the University of Virginia for 50 years.) At USD, I have had the satisfaction of teaching 
introductory courses in philosophy, logic and ethics, and upper level courses in the history of philosophy, 
logical theory, philosophy of language and philosophy of science. For many years I taught regularly in 
the University Honors Program; I have occasionally taught honors seminars and a special section of 
logic for honors students; I have had the privilege to direct many excellent University Honors theses and 
projects. When I first arrived at USD my areas of specialization included philosophical logic, philosophy 
of science and philosophy of language; my research interests soon broadened to include a range of issues 
in philosophy of culture, in particular: Native American, philosophy of religion and ethics of war and 
peace. Consequently, I have taught courses in philosophy of religion, philosophy of law, Native American 
thought, ethics of war and peace, diversity of Islamic culture and “the meaning of life.” On various 
occasions, I have presented papers at conferences abroad, including one on the separation of religion and 
state, which I presented in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Although I am about to retire as a professor of 
philosophy, I plan to complete a research manuscript concerning the use of the atomic bomb against 
Japan, which I have been composing towards publication since 1997. I intend to be available during 
retirement to mentor any students who may request my academic contribution. 

Faculty BrieF

The Remarkable Earning Power  
of the Philosophy Degree

• By mid-career, philosophy majors have the largest 
salary growth of any field.

• By mid-career, philosophy majors out earn the next 
closest humanities major by 20%. 

• By mid-career, holders of bachelor degrees in 
philosophy out earn bachelor degrees in “STEM” 
fields like Biology and Chemistry.

• By mid-career, philosophy majors out earn other 
“practical” majors such as Business Economics, 
Marketing, and Business Administration.

The Philosophy Major and  
the Ticket to Graduate School

• Philosophy majors consistently receive the highest 
scores on the GRE exam for graduate school.

• Philosophy majors are typically in the top one or two 
positions on the LSAT exam for law school.

• On the GMAT exam for business school, philosophy 
majors outscore Economics and Engineering majors.

• Humanities majors receive the highest scores on the 
MCAT exam for entrance into medical school, and 
as a cohort, philosophy majors have had the highest 
acceptance rate into Medical School.
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We Welcome Your Support of the Philosophy Program
Please apply my gift to:    

¨ Philosophy Program Current Fund — Supports program activities with philosophy studies students and activities
 
Enclosed is my gift of:     $100       $250       $500       Other $___________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________________ State ______________  Zip ____________________________    

Payment Method:      Enclosed is my check or money order  (Make check payable to USD Foundation)

    Charge my contribution to my credit/debit card     Visa    MasterCard    Discover  

Credit Card Number:                                                                                                                                                                          Exp. Date

Signature_____________________________________________________________________  Date _______________________

  Yes, my/my spouse’s employer _______________________________________________________________will match this gift.

My matching gift form:     is enclosed      will be sent      My business card is enclosed

When you provide a check as payment, you authorize us either to use information from your check to make a one-
time electronic fund transfer from your account or to process the payment as a check transaction. For inquiries, 
please call 800-521-3575 or 605-677-6703.

Mail to:  University of South Dakota Foundation | P.O. Box 5555 | Vermillion, SD  57069-5555
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