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A s many of you must have 
heard, our colleague, 

Professor Emeritus of German 
Werner Kitzler, Ph.D., passed 
away Oct. 29, 2015. 

Werner joined USD in 
the mid seventies. During 

his tenure of thirty-five years, he tirelessly 
promoted German culture and German 
studies across the curriculum, and in 
the state of South Dakota. Generations 
of teachers of German in our state and 
region remember him as an energetic 
and dedicated professor who shared his 
updated knowledge of German culture 
with enthusiasm. Students, colleagues, 
and many friends on campus and in 
the Vermillion community particularly 
appreciated his familiarity with Bavaria. 
As an excellent recruiter, he brought many 
over-achieving students to our program.

His impressive record of extracurricular 
activities includes the organization of 
successful interim study tours to Central 
Europe, the invitation of international 
guest speakers to our campus, the 
organization of movie nights, the initiation 
of a partnership with the city of Ratingen 

in the state of North Rhine –Westphalia, 
as well as the contribution to the academic 
exchange programs with the Universities 
of Jena and Oldenburg. As a scholar, he 
served as the editor of Schatzkammer der 
deutschen Sprache, Literatur und Kultur, 
a fine interdisciplinary journal in our 
field. As an expert in German-American 
studies, he initiated and edited the 
Deutschschreibende Autoren in Amerika, a 
series that published fine pieces of fiction 
written by German-speaking authors in 
the Americas. The recognitions in honor 
of Werner’s achievements included the 
Federal Crosses of Merit bestowed by 
the Austrian and German governments, 
respectively.

 As a very generous man with a superb 
sense of humor and unparalleled skills of 
story-telling, Werner hosted many social 
occasions in his home for students and 
colleagues of German. Our condolences go 
to his wife Janice, his daughter Susanna, 
his son David, and his grandchildren. We 
will remember him as a valued colleague 
and scholar, a respected member of the 
community, and a friend.

MLL Honors Professor  
Emeritus Werner Kitzler
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M LL is proud to introduce 
our new department 

secretary, Danielle Heeren. Danielle 
graduated from USD in 2010 with 
a B.F.A. in theater, and has already 
made a significant impact on 
department operations. Please call 
her at 605-677-5357 and say hello!

MLL 
Welcomes 
Danielle  
Heeren! M LL’s Rob Turner, 

Ph.D., is serving 
a two-year term as 
president of the South 
Dakota World Language 
Association. As 
President, Turner 
represents all of South 
Dakota’s language 
teachers, K-16, at 
the state, regional, and national levels. This fall, he organized and hosted the 
annual SDWLA Symposium on the campus of USD. He also represented 
SDWLA at the Central States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages in Columbus, Ohio in March. His election recognizes the 
important leadership and advocacy roles that he, USD, and MLL play in 
the education and development of language professionals in South Dakota. 
Above, he is shown at CSCTFL with the 2016 Simon Award winner, 

Caterina Blitzer, from the Indiana Department of Education.

Turner Leads South Dakota World 
Language Association

A Note From The Chair
Greetings from Vermillion! It has been a whirlwind year 

here, but I am happy to report that MLL continues to 
prepare graduates with the language proficiency, intercultural 
competence, and critical thinking to succeed in any field. As 
you will see featured in this latest issue of our newsletter, we 
accomplish this through a series of high-impact practices that 
develop strong intellectual skills, a sense of civic responsibility, 
and the ability to apply knowledge to real-world problems. 
Research, service-learning, internships, and study abroad 
combine with coursework with world-class faculty to prepare 
students to be leaders in a globalized professional environment.

Meanwhile, we are happily following the incredible 
amount of research that has been released in the past year or 
so revealing the distinct advantages of the multilingual brain. 
Those who speak more than one language are better than 
monolinguals at managing complexity, rational planning, 

executive function, and meta-cognition, and even have later 
onset of Alzheimer’s and dementia. Additionally, 
multilinguals perform better in school, have better 
job prospects and make more money over the course of their 
careers.

Even so, the most wonderful part about speaking another 
language is building relationships with millions more people 
and communities than you could before. We are happy to  
keep in touch with you, our alumni community, and hope 
that you will contact us at languages@usd.edu to share your 
latest accomplishments.

Laura Vidler, Ph.D. 
Department Chair 

Modern Languages & Linguistics

http://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/bilingualism-language-and-cognition/article/bilingual-children-show-an-advantage-in-controlling-verbal-interference-during-spoken-language-comprehension/EA66B325F7D3E1C57D02825999B92D54
http://pss.sagepub.com/content/early/2012/04/18/0956797611432178
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/31/science/31conversation.html?_r=0
http://m.pss.sagepub.com/content/26/7/1090.abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3322418/
http://books.google.com/books?id=LKMUaubxL9cC&pg=PA291&lpg=PA291&dq=Diaz,+R.,+%26+Klingler,+C.+(1991).+Towards+an+explanatory+model+of+the+interaction+between+bilingualism+and+cognitive+development.+In+E.+Bialystok+(Ed.),+Language+processing+in+bilingual+children+(pp.+167%E2%80%93192).+Cambridge:+Cambridge+University+Press.&source=bl&ots=XzAv9BQCiF&sig=KGSEWkzFQHRrudDnkuut0f1roek&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjW8N-pl7fOAhVU3GMKHdr3BiUQ6AEINjAF#v=onepage&q=Diaz&f=false
http://civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/research/k-12-education/language-minority-students/the-bilingual-advantage-language-literacy-and-the-us-labor-market
mailto:languages@usd.edu
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I stván Gombocz, Ph.D., Professor of German in the 
Department of Modern Languages and Linguistics, 

is the 2016 recipient of the Monsignor James Doyle 
Humanities Teaching Award, presented by USD’s College 
of Arts & Sciences. In his nearly three decades of teaching 
at USD, Gombocz said he has never tired of encouraging 
students to broaden their cultural horizons. “It’s a special 
challenge, but I like challenges,” he said. 

Gombocz is the only German professor on campus, 
so his students truly rely on him for all of their advising, 
mentoring, and guidance as well as teaching. He has 
incorporated new technologies into the German program 
over the years of his tenure including the most recent 
German podcasts that highlight current events and cultural 
developments in the German-speaking world. He enhances 
the program through film screenings, extra-curricular 
conversation practice, and cultural events. His dedication 

was exemplified earlier this year when he arrived to class 
during a blizzard on skis!

MLL now has two Doyle award recipients on staff, 
including the 2014 recipient, Angela Helmer, Ph.D.

Professor Gombocz Wins Doyle 
Award for Humanities Teaching

I nternships are a great way for language students to use 
their skills in a professional context. This year MLL 

students leveraged their language proficiency in authentic 
contexts both locally and around the world. 

Spanish major Zachary Nelson completed an internship 
at the prestigious Smithsonian Institution’s Recovering 
Voices program. The program strives to document, study, 
and revitalize endangered indigenous languages. Colin 
Krysl, a triple-major in business, sport management and 
Spanish, completed his final college credits through an 
internship overseas in Valencia, Spain. 

In a new partnership, Spanish majors Kally 
Westergaard, Ashley McKeown, and Uver Rodríguez 
interned with the USD School of Law Immigration 
Clinic. They interpreted and translated for Guatemalan 
clients seeking asylum and refugee status in the United 

States. Supervised by Legal Clinic Director Ramón 
Ortiz and MLL Chair Laura Vidler, Ph.D., the program 
benefits students and clients, providing both professional 
experience and much-needed services. 

MLL Students Use Language in Context 
Through Internships

Spanish major Kally Westergaard interprets a conference call in the USD 

School of Law Immigration Clinic.
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U ndergraduate research in MLL applies students’ 
critical thinking skills towards real-world problems 

related to languages, literature, culture, and linguistics. 
These in-depth projects, developed under the mentorship 
of MLL faculty, showcase our students’ academic 
excellence and creative engagement with the discipline. 
This year, a number of MLL students presented research 
projects at local, regional, and national levels.

German students Olivia Strom and Rosemarie Clauson 
presented at this year’s Ideafest. Strom’s presentation was 
entitled “Klemens von Metternich as a Role Model to 
Young Henry Kissinger,” and Rosemarie’s presentation 

was entitled “The Refinement of One’s Moral Sense 
Through Music in the Enlightenment.” Both students were 
mentored by István Gombocz, Ph.D.

Six MLL students presented papers in Spanish at 
the 4th Annual Spanish Undergraduate Research (SUR) 
Conference and Other Foreign Languages at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato, on Monday, March 14: Michael 
Nicholas: “Colombia hoy día;” Ashley McKeown and 
Uver Rodríguez: “Práctica de intérpretes con refugiados 
guatemaltecos;” Lucas Lund: “Escribiendo con la luz – E. 
Lubezki, cinematógrafo;” Nina Revolorio: “Cruzando la 
frontera de dos culturas;” and Emily Pauli: “Andando por 

Undergraduate Research
Spanish students and faculty represented USD at the Spanish Undergraduate Research Conference at Minnesota State University, Mankato.

Spanish majors Lucas Lund (left), Emily Pauli (center), and Uver Rodríguez (right) discuss their 

respective research projects.

German students Olivia Strom and Rosemarie 

Clauson presented at USD’s Idea Fest.
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MLL Students Inducted 
into Honor Societies

M LL students continue to achieve significant academic success and 
were recognized this year by their induction into a number of 

national and international honor societies.
Four MLL students were inducted into the prestigious honor society 

Phi Beta Kappa, including Spanish majors Colin Krysl, Adam Fenton, 
and Michael Doehring and Spanish minor Mary Dick. Membership in 
the Phi Beta Kappa Society reflects outstanding achievement in the arts 
and sciences. 

Seventeen Spanish students were inducted into the Spanish Honor 
Society, Sigma Delta Pi. New members are: Nina Barudzic, Mary Dick, 
Adam Fenton, Kaitlyn Hastings, Mitchell Koehn, Bethany Kozak, 
Corina Larson, Lucas Lund, Olivia Mann, Kenneth Mattson, Hayley 
Naasz, Michael Nicholas, Emily Pauli, Uver Rodríguez Argueta, Jake 
Schneider, Logan Welker and Meredith Powers (not pictured).

Andalucía”. The students were mentored and accompanied 
by Rob Turner, Ph.D., Angela Helmer, Ph.D., and Laura 
Vidler, Ph.D.

Two MLL students defended their language-related 
Honors Theses In 2016. Spanish / International Studies 
major Ashley McKeown’s bilingual, creative thesis, 
“Momentos/Moments,” used photography, poetry and 
travel writing in both Spanish and English to stress the 
importance of mindfulness and reflection in personal and 
academic growth. Her committee was directed by Angela 
Helmer and also included Timothy Schorn and Laura 
Vidler. Spanish major Michael Doehring defended his 
Honors Thesis entitled “The Spanish-English 

Language Barrier in the United States Healthcare System: 
How Rural Healthcare Facilities can Adapt to Changing 
Demographics.” Congratulations are also in order for 
Spanish major Colin Krysl, whose 2015 Honors Thesis 
was recognized with a 2016 Undergraduate Research 
Excellence Award!

Lastly, but perhaps most impressively, linguistics 
student Nicco La Mattina co-presented an original paper 
with Prof. Armik Mirzayan at the 2016 Siouan/Caddoan 
Language Conference in Newkirk, OK. Their paper is 
entitled “Some Preliminaries to a Caddoan Linguistics.”

Congratulations to all!
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MLL continues to develop service-learning opportunities 
for students, improving their language proficiency and 

intercultural competence by creating meaningful projects within 
authentic linguistic and cultural contexts. Service-learning pairs 
students and community partners in a mutually beneficial, credit-
bearing endeavor which provides both a needed service to the 
community and an opportunity for student learning.

This year, students from Laura Vidler’s SPAN330 course 
partnered with MLL alumna Jamie Smith’s Spanish 3 class at 
Vermillion High School in a project that focused on Spanish 
writing proficiency. Students got to know one another through 
hand-written letters (sent through the actual mail!). The pen-
pal correspondence was followed up by a face-to-face meeting, 
conversation, and a team writing activity. USD students served 
as both teachers of Spanish composition as well as mentors for 
VHS’s upper-class high school students as they begin to explore 
university opportunities. 

In a separate project, advanced Spanish students teamed with 
members of the Latin American Student Organization and the 
Center for Siouxland’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program. 
Students assisted Spanish-speaking clients with questions and 
forms, and helped interpret for clients and tax-preparers. Students 
also had the opportunity to sample food from Evelyn’s Bakery 
and Tacos La Juanita in South Sioux City, Nebraska to round out 
the experience. Many thanks to program director Erica Carter 
and her service dog Max for hosting us in the second year of this 
partnership!

Service-Learning Puts Language in Context
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A s the coordinator of the French and Francophone 
studies (FaFs) program, Kris Knisely, Ph.D., has 

been working to transform what it means to study the 
Francophone world at USD. A major or a minor in 
FaFs now means actively engaging with real-world issues 
through the lens of social justice in the French-speaking 
world. Students are introduced to the interconnectedness 
of culture, language, and identity from the very first 
semester forward. In FaFs courses, students leverage 
technology and face-to-face interaction to form their 
own opinions on some of today’s most pressing issues 
while developing creative and analytical thinking. In this 
newsletter and on the blog (usdfrench.wordpress.com) 
you’ll find slam poems and essays by current students that 
show how FaFs courses are being re-designed to address 
topics such as relationships, the role of French in the 
world, racism, sexism, heteronormativity, islamophobia, 
disenfranchisement, and educational access, among others.

While all FaFs courses now engage with diverse 

perspectives and cultural products including music and 
film, Knisely is also developing new experiential courses. 
For example, in spring 2017, French and Francophone 
Culture Through Cuisine will give students the chance 
to learn about the importance of food for culture and 
language in the French-speaking world by cooking, 
conversing, and eating together.

Where could a FaFs major or minor take you? To a 
career in international business, law, or medicine? To 
working with an NGO or a research lab in a French-
speaking country? To a career as a writer, musician, chef, or 
scholar? With a degree that prepares you to think critically, 
construct arguments, communicate with others, and 
analyze the diverse world around you, the possibilities are 
endless.

 
Contact Kris Knisely, Ph.D., to talk about where FaFs could take 
you! Kris.Knisely@usd.edu

What’s Happening 
in French and 
Francophone Studies?

http://usdfrench.wordpress.com/
mailto:Kris.Knisely@usd.edu
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The University of South Dakota sent 18 students to 

Perú this summer for a four-week language and 

culture immersion program. MLL’s Angela Helmer 

taught Introductory Spanish and an advanced 

Spanish course on the Pre-Columbian Civilizations 

of Perú. Students lived with host families and 

attended the Universidad Antonio Ruiz de Montoya 

(UARM) in Lima. Afterwards, they traveled to Cuzco 

and Machu-Picchu while taking a psychology 

course with Holly Straub from USD´s Department 

of Psychology. This program was generously funded 

via a 100,000 Strong in the Americas grant.

Perú Trip

Study Abroad

Visit us and see MLL’s new display cabinet which features publications by MLL faculty.

Faculty Achievements
Angela Helmer, Ph.D., co-authored the following article with Kenneth 
Luna. “Estrategias semánticas durante el contacto del Nuevo y Viejo 
Mundo: el caso del vino.” In Amicitia Fecunda Estudios en Homenaje 
a Claudia Parodi, 199-212. Jimena Rodríguez and Manuel Pérez, eds. 
Madrid / Frankfurt: Iberoamericana / Vervuert, 2015.

Helmer’s article “Diego de Herrera, Oración fúnebre a las honras del 
rey N.S. D. Felipe Cuarto el Grande” was published in this month in 
Ediciones de textos indianos: una nueva colección, 187-199. Manuel 
Pérez, coord. Madrid / Frankfurt: Iberoamericana / Vervuert, 2016.

Kris Knisely, Ph.D., (2016). “Language Learning and the Gendered 
Self: The Case of French and Masculinity in a US Context.” Gender and 
Language 10(2).

Kris Knisely, Ph.D., co-authored the following article with D. Zorko 
and A. Alkhas. “Should we go high or low? A few tips on using and 
choosing technology wisely,” in The Voice of WAFLT: A Wisconsin 
Association of Foreign Language Teachers Publication.

Kris Knisely, Ph,D, co-authored the following article with S. Wind, 
“Gendered language attitudes: Exploring Language as a gendered 
construct using Rasch measurement theory” in the Journal of Applied 
Measurement 16(1).

Dayana Soto y Caballero de Galicia completed the online course, 
“Literatura y cultura tradicional de México” from El Colegio de México.

Laura Vidler, Ph.D., is the recipient of the USD Center for Diversity 
and Community’s 2016 Mosaic Award for Inclusive Excellence.
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MLL is thrilled to announce that two 
of our students are the recipients of 

Critical Language Scholarships from the 
U.S. Department of State. Intermediate 
Russian student Jenna Hayes will continue 
learning Russian in Russia this summer, 
while Spanish minor Rose McLaughlin will 
study Azerbaijani in Baku, Azerbaijan. The 
Critical Language Scholarship program is 
very prestigious and incredibly competitive, 

so we are truly excited and proud to mentor 
multiple winners this year!

The Critical Language Scholarship (CLS) 
Program is a fully funded summer overseas 
language and cultural immersion program 
for American students with the goal of 
broadening the base of Americans studying 
and mastering critical languages and building 
relationships between the people of the 
United States and other countries. 

Two MLL Students Win Critical 
Language Scholarships

Jenna Hayes

Rose McLaughlin

Armik Mirzayan Translates Portions of Hamlet 
into Lakota; Is Interviewed by New York Times

As part of the celebrations surrounding the 400th 
anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare, the 

National Music Museum and USD hosted an exhibition 
of Shakespeare’s First Folio this past spring. MLL’s own 
Armik Mirzayan, Ph.D., participated in the celebration by 
translating Hamlet’s famous “To be or not to be” speech into 
Lakota. In a feature article on the exhibit and symposium, 

The New York Times wrote, “Armik Mirzayan, a professor of 
linguistics at the university, presented what he said was the 
first partial Lakota translation of the ‘To be or not to be’ 
soliloquy, though he had only gotten through about nine 
lines so far. (The first challenge: Lakota has some 14 or 15 
ways to translate ‘to be,’ he said.)” Link to the article.

MLL’s Armik Mirzayan answers questions about his translation following a presentation at USD’s Shakespeare Symposium.

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/26/theater/shakespeare-the-book-tour.html?_r=0
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David Wolfe (1965, German) is currently 
enjoying retirement with his wife, Elke. He 
followed up his USD German studies with an 
M.A. in German from Tufts University, during 
which time he studied in Tübingen, Germany. 
He taught at Rapid City High School, in various 
Department of Defense schools, and in Grants 
Pass, Oregon. 

Sarah Kuegle (2016, German) will spend two 
years in Tasmania with the Peace Corps.

Jamie Smith (2012, Spanish) completed her 
first year teaching Spanish at Vermillion High 
School (SD). She is active in the profession and 
presented at the 2015 meeting of the South 
Dakota World Language Association.

Michael Doehring (2016, Spanish) will begin 
graduate school this fall in physical therapy.

Alumni 
Happenings

(Top) MLL alumna Jamie Smith pictured with her Vermillion 

High School Spanish class and USD Spanish students.

(Above) MLL alumna Jamie Smith pictured with her USD 

Spanish professor, Angela Helmer.
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Members of the Spanish Honor 

Society, Sigma Delta Pi, gathering for 

a meal and social activities.

Spanish Honor Society

Members of the Spanish Honor Society, Sigma Delta Pi, play the popular Peruvian game, sapo. Players try to toss coins into a frog’s mouth for points.
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Le sable est toujours frais le matin 
Pur et doux, où personne n’avait pas marché 
Et à travers l’océan le soleil sort 
Une mère se promène avec son bébé 
Pour sortir avec sa famille c’est jamais trop tôt  
« Ma petite, je t’aime plus que le monde en entier »

Regarde comme le soleil va briller 
La vie n’est pas toujours juste, c’est vrai 
Mais reste tranquille, je suis la tienne à jamais

Deux paires de traces de pas ce jour-là 
Celles de la petite et de la plus grande 
Complices sur la plage, elles marchent main dans la main 
« Maman, tu es la meilleure du monde 
Tous les autres, je peux les oublier 
Mais toi, Maman, pour toujours je t’aimerais »

Regarde, ma petite, comme le ciel va pleurer 
La vie n’est pas toujours juste, c’est vrai 
Mais reste tranquille, je suis la tienne à jamais

Un pas après l’autre dans le sable ce midi 
« Maman, je vais toute seule aujourd’hui 
Je sais que toujours quand je pars, tu me suis 
Maintenant je veux juste te dire ‘Va-t’en’ 
Je pense que je t’aime mais je vais mentir 
Car mes amis sont très cools, mais ma mère est trop nulle »

Alors, regarde comme cette tempête va rager 
Oui, la vie n’est pas toujours juste, c’est vrai 
Mais reste tranquille, je suis la tienne à jamais

Maintenant on n’a plus de temps de s’amuser 
Ce jour comme tous les autres, on peut seulement travailler 
Pour éviter de noyer, il faut qu’on nage 
Dans ce monde étouffant et trop désolé 
Nos mères sont souvent éloignées et pas juste à côté 
Si seulement quand nous pouvions, nous avons leurs parlé

Regarde, mon âme, comme le ciel a pleuré 
La vie n’est pas toujours juste, c’est vrai 
Mais reste tranquille, je suis la tienne à jamais 
Deux pieds dans le sable et deux dans le ciel 
Un jour nous serons par terre et nos mères en paradis 
Si seulement quand elles enseignaient nous avons appris 
Car un jour la grande leçon va nous gagner

Nous étions nuls, nos mères étaient cool 
Et surtout, un jour ‘va-t’en’ va se passer

Regarde, tout le monde, comme le soleil a brillé 
La vie n’est pas toujours juste, c’est vrai 
Mais reste tranquille, je suis la tienne à jamais

Julia Gorman 
French major, Class of 2017

Student writing assignments in modern languages are designed to create authentic scenarios that 
generate text using a particular syntactical structure, writing style, or that require them to reflect on 
cultural experiences. Here are a few samples of student work from the past year.

Student Experiences And Contributions

Le sable est toujours frais  
le matin : un poème slam

Seizing Language Opportunites
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Diving into Spanish My Freshman Year

Lucas Lund
Spanish major, Class of 2019

Mi nombre es Lucas Lund y he terminado mi 
primer año en la Universidad de Dakota del Sur. Como 
estudiante de primer año, inmediatamente me convertí 
en un individuo muy involucrado en una variedad de 
capacidades. Soy miembro de la fraternidad de Lambda 
Chi Alpha, en la que sirvo como el presidente escolástico. 
Además, he permanecido activo como senador en la 
Student Government Association, y soy fundador y 
vicepresidente de la Student Alumni Association, una nueva 
organización en campus. En cuanto empecé mi carrera en 
la universidad, declaré mi especialidad en español, porque 
había completado cinco años de clases de español, viajado a 
España y México, y desarrollado un gran interés en el idioma 
y la cultura. Aunque no estoy seguro de qué profesión 
ejercer, he considerado la traducción e interpretación, 
posiblemente en los hospitales, de una capacidad legal, o 
para las Naciones Unidas. Planeo obtener por lo menos otro 
título, posiblemente en las Ciencias Políticas o los Estudios 
Internacionales. En el otoño, me inscribí en la clase de 

lingüística en español, y este semestre más reciente, tuve dos 
clases de español, incluyendo una de análisis intensivo de 
la gramática y otra de la práctica avanzada oral. También, 
asistí a la conferencia de investigación de español para 
estudiantes universitarios (SUR) en Mankato, Minnesota. 
En la conferencia, presenté sobre el cinematógrafo mexicano 
Emmanuel Lubezki, cuyo trabajo reciente— que es muy 
popular-- incluye las películas Gravedad (2013), Birdman 
(2014), y El Renacido. En la primavera, fui iniciado a Sigma 
Delta Pi, la Sociedad Honoraria Nacional para Español. 
Este verano, voy a Perú para estudiar más el español y 
para obtener crédito para psicología. Será una experiencia 
inigualable para mí y estoy muy entusiasmado de mejorar 
mis habilidades interpersonales en el español, y para 
aprender sobre otra cultura. Aunque este año fue increíble 
para mí, creo que los próximos años serán to davía mejores.

¡Hola! Yo soy Michael Doering y soy de Good 
Thunder, Minnesota. Yo he tenido una experiencia 
increíble en el programa de español en la Universidad de 
Dakota del Sur. Durante mi tiempo en la Universidad, 
he encontrado muchas oportunidades nuevas. Primero, 
estudié en Cusco (Perú) por seis semanas y viví con 
una familia anfitriona. Fue una experiencia que nunca 
olvidaré porque conocí a mucha gente amable, la rica 
mezcla de culturas y la increíble ciudad de Machu 
Picchu. El verano siguiente, fui a Medellín (Colombia) 
para trabajar como voluntario en la Fundación Mundo 
Mejor. En la Fundación, trabajé por siete semanas con 
120 niños pobres. ¡Uno de los niños pensaba que yo era 
su papá! Por eso, fue una experiencia difícil pero buena. 
Además, fui a Guatemala dos veces para trabajar como 
intérprete para fisioterapeutas y médicos. Les dimos 

sillas de ruedas a las personas con discapacidades en 
Guatemala. Yo estaba muy contento de usar mi habilidad 
de hablar inglés y español para ayudar a algunas personas 
de Latinoamérica. Durante mi tiempo en USD, también 
fui elegido miembro de Sigma Delta Pi y Phi Beta Kappa. 
Además, con la ayuda de la Dra. Helmer, escribí una tesis 
sobre la barrera del idioma en el sistema de salud de los 
Estados Unidos. Hice entrevistas con hispanohablantes 
de Minnesota y Dakota del Sur. Este julio, empezaré 
un doctorado en la Universidad de Iowa para ser 
fisioterapeuta. Quiero trabajar con hispanohablantes en el 
futuro y ahora, gracias a USD, esto es una posibilidad.

Michael Doehring 
Spanish major, 2016

Graduating Bilingual
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YES! I WANT TO SUPPORT THE DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES & LINGUISTICS
Please apply my gift to:     ¨  Languages & Linguistics Current Fund     
   ¨  Languages & Linguistics Dept. Scholarship Current Fund

If no fund is selected, gifts will be designated to the first fund listed.

Enclosed is my gift of:     $100       $250       $500       Other $___________________________

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________________  State ______________  Zip _____________________________    

Phone ______________________________ Cell _________________________________  Email ______________________________________

Payment Method:      Enclosed is my check or money order  (Make check payable to USD Foundation)

     Charge my contribution to my credit/debit card     Visa    Master Card 

Credit Card Number:    Exp. Date 

Signature_____________________________________________________________________  Date _______________________

   Yes, my/my spouse’s employer will match this gift

       Name of Employer___________________________

 My matching gift form:   is enclosed    will be sent

   My business card is enclosed

When you provide a check as payment, you authorize us either to use information from your check to make a one-time electronic fund 
transfer from your account or to process the payment as a check transaction. For inquiries, please call 800-521-3575 or 605-677-6703.

Thank you for supporting our language and linguistics majors at USD. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
We would enjoy any news you would like to share about yourself or any comments you have about our department.

Mail to:  

University of South Dakota Foundation
P.O. Box 5555
Vermillion, SD  57069-5555

You can give 
your gift online: www.onwardsd.org/donate

We Need Your Help!

Facebook.com/USDModernLanguages

This document is available in alternative formats upon request. For assistance, call Disability Services at USD at: 605-677-6389 or email disabilityservices@usd.edu.

Did you enjoy studying languages at USD? Did your 
language-learning experience change your life? A 

donation to the Languages Current Fund will help our 
students and faculty reach their potential.

Our language lab update is underway! We have begun 
the overhaul with a deep cleaning and sorting through 
of outdated materials, furniture, and fixtures. Our next 
step is to make decisions about furniture, layout, and 
usage tracking. Long-term updates, however, require new 
technology, equipment, and media to keep our students 
up-to-date. No lab-directed gift is too small. Even modest 
donations can support subscriptions to foreign news sites, 
the purchase of a headset, or the purchase of a recent 
modern-language film. Larger gifts can help us with new 
computers, and new technologies to connect laboratory 
elements to the Internet of Things!

Faculty research is paramount for ensuring a high-quality 
education at the university level. Faculty who study Modern 

Languages and Linguistics must travel abroad frequently to 
collect data, consult archives, study works in person, and 
to present research at conferences. $100 will pay for airport 
parking during a conference. $500 will pay for most domestic 
airfares. $1000 will help fly a faculty member abroad.

Student learning is enhanced by our ability to bring  
in outside speakers to campus. This year, we have invited 
Afro-Latina slam poet Elizabeth Acevedo who will speak  
on identity and multilingualism in her work. But visits  
such as these are expensive! Any small gift can help us to 
host visiting lecturers so that we may continue to achieve 
our mission of graduating leaders for the state and the 
nation with language proficiency, inter-cultural competence, 
and the analytical and communicative skills to succeed in 
any field.

Thank you for your continued enthusiasm and support! 
Please drop us a line and let us know how you are doing at 
languages@usd.edu.

http://www.onwardsd.org/donate
http://www.facebook.com/USDModernLanguages
mailto:disabilityservices@usd.edu
mailto:languages@usd.edu
http://www.onwardsd.org/donate

