
The Magazine of the School of Law 
of the University of South Dakota

John Davidson

Environmental  
  courses make 
  resurgence 

Defends
Nature

Grace 
Day
  Setting 
  the Bar

Winter 2015/16



FROM THE DEAN

Dear Friends,
This is an exciting time to be 

dean of South Dakota’s only law 
school and I am honored to serve 
as dean. The national law school 
accrediting agency is allowing 
and encouraging innovation and 
demanding improved outcome 
assessment. Concurrently, the State 
of South Dakota (through the Board 
of Regents and the University) is 
giving the law school more budgeting 
authority, flexibility and accountability 
to find its own way.

And your law school is 
innovating. The low income tax 

controversy clinic, this law school’s first clinic, is up and running 
and the IRS grant that provides 50 percent of its funding has been 
renewed for another year. Additionally, we are excited by new 
experiential partnership opportunities that are being explored and 
developed across the region by Ramon Ortiz-Velez (Visiting Director 
of Experiential Learning), Tiffany Graham (Associate Dean) and the 
career services office.

Your law school is innovating in the design and assessment of 
teaching, learning and the curriculum. Moreover, the curriculum is 
broader and richer with continued experimentation with one or two 
distance learning courses a year (for example, we tried Bankruptcy 
Procedure last year and are trying Health Care Compliance this year). 
Further, we continue to work closely with practicing lawyers in the 
nationally unique South Dakota Practice Course (special thanks to 
Tom Welk and Barry Vickrey).

Your law school is innovating by providing more students more 
opportunities to develop and compete in national skills tournaments. 
We believe USD Law has the highest student participation rate 
in national competitions in the nation. And we are competitive: 
trial teams were invited to more than a half dozen elite invitational 
competitions and one of the Transactional Law teams placed fifth in 
the country (and most students participate in only one contest).

Your law school is innovating to keep tuition as low as possible 
(in-state tuition and fees are about $15,500 compared with $35,000 
or more for in-state tuition at many public schools). One example of 
savings is our reorganization of the school’s administrative structure 
and its faculty mix in order to be in the smallest two percent of all 
law schools in both faculty and staff efficiency; reducing costs across 
the board.

Your law school is innovating to continue to improve bar passage 
rates which have dipped regionally the past two years (e.g., Montana, 
Idaho, North Dakota and South Dakota). Indeed, the national pass 
rates were the lowest ever. Last year we offered students a voluntary 

three week “pre-bar preparation” course for less than 10 percent of the 
retail cost and committed $20,000 in foundation funds from donors 
like you to provide the course. We are doing more this year.

Your law school is innovating to attract the best and the 
brightest students in South Dakota, regionally, and even nationally in 
order to fulfill our mission (typically no more than about two-thirds 
of our students sit for the South Dakota Bar Exam). Nick McInerney, 
Law School Director of Admissions and Communication, now 
travels six to eight weeks every fall doing face-to-face recruiting and 
another week or two in the spring doing the same. In addition, 
the law school participates in the State Bar’s Native American Law 
Student Pipeline Project.

Your law school is innovating a mark to help the public identify 
our unique value among law schools by commissioning a new formal 
University of South Dakota School of Law seal.

Finally, your law school, with your help, must innovate in 
the area of support and caring for our students, graduates and other 
lawyers. In a recent “President’s Corner” column in the South Dakota 
State Bar newsletter, Eric Shulte cited a study by Johns Hopkins 
University that lawyers have the highest rate of depression of any 
profession. Shulte suggested: “[W]e ... need to sincerely care about 
each other’s wellbeing. We are in this together.”

Thank you to the State Bar (President Shulte and Young Lawyers’ 
President Overmoe, in particular) and to many individual lawyers for 
their thoughtfulness and their support to the law school community 
when a popular second-year student died recently and unexpectedly 
from depression. Depression is a disease. Diseases can disable and kill 
in many ways. The support offered the students by practicing lawyers 
illustrates that we do, or at least can, sincerely care about each other. 
In addition, the sudden death of an aspiring lawyer reminds us of the 
necessity to stay vigilant to help each other and ourselves. The most 
important person to whom to be kind might be yourself. 

We may be reminded, too, that life does not pause during law 
school. For many, life as a law student is more intense than any  
other previous experience. I recently read an article stating that 96 
percent of law students reported stress compared to 70 percent of 
medical students. Please help innovate in keeping law school and the 
legal profession as safe and as healthy, both mentally and physically,  
as possible. 

As always, feel free to come home to the law school; I’ll buy you 
a cup of coffee. We are proud of all the great things you do. Let me 
know how we can help you.

Sincerely,
Tom Geu
Dean and Professor of Law
Adjunct Graduate Professor, Beacom School of Business
Faculty Affiliate, Department of Biology
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Ramon Ortiz was welcomed 
into the Law School as both the 
new visiting director of experiential 
learning and a senior lecturer in 
August. He came to USD poised to 
support the students and their legal 
education, as well as reinforce the 
school’s public service outreach in 

local underrepresented populations. 
“It is a profound honor to be part of our university 

community and contribute to the growth of the academic 
and professional development experience,” he said. 

Although this is his first time on campus, Ortiz has 
six years of experience with teaching in a university 
environment. He started as an instructor of business law, 
ethics and mediation courses at the University of Phoenix. 
Then, he added graduate-level tax law courses, as well as 
bankruptcy, tax and immigration law for legal technicians 
at the University of Washington. In all positions he 

Sonya C. Miller joined the 
faculty at the USD School of Law 
in July 2015 as both the director 
of the Federal Tax Clinic and as a 
lecturer. Her position encompasses 
the supervision of student 
attorneys who represent taxpayers 
in their disputes with the Internal 

Revenue Service. In addition, she is in charge of daily 
clinic operations and teaches the tax clinic seminar. Her 
experience handling tax controversy matters makes her a 
valuable asset to the Law School’s new tax clinic.

Coming to campus from a judicial clerkship with the 
Honorable Mary S. Brennan in the Tax Court of New 

has simultaneously acted as a mentor for students. He 
founded his own firm and practiced in the areas of tax 
controversy, business planning and immigration law.

Ortiz now anticipates expanding his previous work in 
a new environment. Through his position with USD, he 
will develop students’ practical learning opportunities by 
teaching experiential learning-oriented courses, supporting 
new hands-on academic initiatives and assisting in 
organizing the Law School’s co-curricular activities. All of 
this is aimed toward mentoring and supporting students’ 
professional growth – his top work priority. 

Originally from Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico, Ortiz 
comes to USD with a bachelor’s degree in biology from 
the Interamerican University of PR; a master’s degree in 
public administration from Troy State University; a J.D. 
from Seattle University School of Law; and an LL.M. 
in Tax from the University of Washington. He enjoys 
spending his off-campus hours with his wife and daughter, 
and by frequenting the gym.

Jersey, Miller brings with her an LL.M. in Taxation from 
Villanova University School of Law; a J.D. from William 
S. Boyd School of Law at the University of Nevada Las 
Vegas; and a B.A. in criminal justice obtained at the 
University of Nevada Reno.

Asked how she feels about being part of the 
University, Miller stated, “I feel very honored to be a 
part of the University and a member of the Law School; 
it’s an exciting opportunity and I’m looking forward to 
becoming an integral part of USD.” Miller’s favorite part 
of her work at USD so far is her one-on-one interaction 
with students. As a student she received valuable guidance 
from several mentors and is therefore excited to “pay it 
forward” now that she is in a position of mentorship.

Sonya Miller

Ramon Ortiz

BRIEFS

 New Faculty & Staff Members
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Kassandra Cline became 
the Law School’s manager of 
administration and operations 
on July 1. In this position, 
development of financial tools 
that will assist the Law School’s 
budgeting process is a principal 
task; making financial reports to the 

University, ABA and AALS is another big responsibility. 
Cline’s experience in the field will also be put to use 
assisting Dean Graham on department assessment while 
she manages finance, human resources, general property 
issues, Law School events and contract matters, as well as 
accounting and secretarial staff.

A well-rounded education has provided Cline much 

knowledge and experience to contribute to USD. After 
obtaining her bachelor’s degree in business leadership 
from Omaha, Nebraska’s College of St. Mary in 2001, she 
came to USD to pursue a master’s degree in technology 
for education and training. She graduated in 2005 but 
stayed at the university to pursue a doctorate degree in 
educational administration for adult & higher education, 
which she finished in 2010. Cline also obtained a master’s 
degree in business administration in 2013 from Daniel 
Webster College. 

Prior to this position, Cline was the director of 
Western Iowa Tech Community College’s marketing 
management program; the dean of academic affairs at ITT 
Technical Institute; and the assistant dean for institutional 
effectiveness at AIB College of Business.

Kassandra Cline

Myanna Dellinger came to USD 
as an assistant professor of law on 
August 5. Originally from Aarhus, 
Denmark, she offers international 
experience to both the law students 
and the university in general.

“I am very proud and honored 
to have been chosen to teach law at 

a state flagship public law school,” she said. As the world 
becomes more globally connected, “most students will 
benefit from learning about how things are done not only 
in different parts of the United States, but also beyond.”

She obtained both a bachelor’s degree in English 
and German and a master’s degree in Languages for 
Specialized Purposes from Aarhus University. Then, she 
relocated to the United States and later obtained a J.D. 
from the University of Oregon School of Law

Dellinger currently instructs courses on commercial 

topics as well as international law. Her duties extend 
beyond the classroom, however, to encompass research 
and writing about the relationship between environmental 
and business law. She aims to use her position to educate 
not only students, but also those in the legal field. 

“I hope that by taking my classes, my students will 
be challenged enough to grow,” she said, “and that my 
research will help practitioners, judges and policy-makers 
realize the effects that climate change will have on most 
aspects of society if not curbed soon.” 

Other titles of hers include chair of the International 
Environmental Law Interest Group in the International 
Law Association’s American branch; the host and producer 
of the Global Environmental Energy and Law Podcast; 
and contributor to the ContractsProf Blog.

The semester keeps Dellinger’s schedule quite full, but 
what spare time she can find is spent exercising, traveling, 
watching movies or baking.

Myanna Dellinger

BRIEFS
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On July 1, the School of Law 
welcomed Daniel Burniston as its 
library’s new head of technical and 
collection services. Relocating from 
his position in the I.D. Weeks library, 
Burniston transitioned from one 
campus environment to another but 
is still doing what he loves. 

“I’m very excited to continue 
work at USD, and to have the opportunity to experience 
working in a new department,” he said. “I’m eager to learn 
more about the School of Law, the Law Library, the faculty, 
staff and students, and the services we provide.”

Burniston began work with USD in December 2012, 
helping students as the interlibrary loan and electronic 
reserves manager in the I.D. Weeks library. Two and a half 
years later, his work remains similar while taking place in 
a slightly different environment. His duties have expanded 
to include material acquisition, development of collections 
and metadata, systems management and reference services. 

Before making his way across campus, however, 
Burniston had to cross the ocean in pursuit of his library 
interests. The Brighton, England native first graduated 

from the University of Sussex with a bachelor’s degree in 
history in 2003; he then continued on to the University 
of Pittsburgh to earn a master’s degree in library and 
information science, which he completed in 2010. His 
positions as interim director of a Pennsylvania public library 
and in both USD libraries have since allowed him to use his 
schooling in pursuit of library research and education. 

In addition to his work, Burniston devotes his attention 
to various organizations at the local, regional and national 
level; he is a member of the Vermillion Public Library 
Board of Trustees, South Dakota Library Association, 
Mountain Plains Library Association, American Library 
Association and the Mid-America Association of Law 
Libraries. 

His years of experience continue helping him provide 
a service for both campus and community, which is his 
favorite part of the job. The long-time librarian is building 
quality resource collections that help users achieve goals, 
both educational and otherwise. Regardless of location, 
Burniston has made his work about helping others. His 
goal in the law school library is, and will remain, to provide 
anyone and everyone the best possible learning experience 
while at USD.

New Faculty & Staff Members cont.

Visiting Professor Barry A. Feinstein gave 
the Distinguished Dillon Lecture in September. 
The title of the lecture was “The Enhancement 
of Relations Between the Palestinians and 
Israel: Promotion of and Progress Toward a Genuine and Durable Peace 
Through Economic Co-operation.” Feinstein is a senior lecturer in 
international law, member of the executive steering committee and board 
of governors for The S. Daniel Abraham Center for Strategic Dialogue at 
Netanya Academic College in Netanya, Israel. He was a visiting professor 
at USD during the fall 2015 semester teaching International Law.

Feinsten Delivers 
Dillon Lecture

USD Law was once again 
named a “Best Value” law 
school by PreLaw Magazine, 
taking this year’s #10 spot. 
Additionally, the school was 
named the #29 “Best School 
for Small Law Firms.”

USD Law Named
Best Value & 
Best School 
for Small Firms 
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Chris Hutton, professor of law at 
the University of South Dakota School 
of Law, has been named the recipient of 
the 2015 Cutler Award for Excellence in 
Legal Education and received a $5,000 
prize through the USD Foundation. This 
is the second year in a row she received 
the honor that is affliated with the 
prestigious Richard and Sharon Cutler 
Faculty Awards in Liberal Arts. Hutton 
also won the 2015 McKusick award for 
Outstanding South Dakota Lawyer.

Hutton has taught at USD since 
1984, primarily in the areas of criminal 
law, criminal procedure and evidence. 
Among the products of her research is 
her most recent co-authorship of South 
Dakota Evidence 2nd Edition, with John 
Larson, published in 2013. In addition, 
Hutton has been an active contributor to 
the legal practice in the state, including 
providing annual training to the judiciary, 
chairing the evidence committee of the 
state bar and being appointed by Gov. 
Dennis Daugaard to the Criminal Justice 
Advisory Council. The primary focus 
of Hutton’s work, however, has been 
teaching and mentoring generations of 
law students, with particular emphasis 
on supporting and expanding the role of 
women in the law.

“It has been a joy to work with the 
students and faculty here at the law school 
for over 30 years. Faculty members strive 

not only to foster students’ knowledge 
of the law but also their commitment 
to justice, dedication to public service, 
strong work ethic and high ethical 
standards,” Hutton said. “It is gratifying 
to see my former students incorporate 
these ideals into their work.”

Tom Geu, dean of the law school, 
said the Cutler Law Firm in Sioux Falls 
established the award for excellence in 
teaching last year through a generous 
endowed gift. It is presented annually to 
a full-time USD Law School professor 
whose research, service and mentorship 
generally benefit the legal practice in 
South Dakota.

“Professor Hutton continues to be 
involved in numerous areas of service to 
the South Dakota legal community and 
has an unwavering dedication to our law 
students,” he said. “She is a wonderful 
choice to receive this award and continues 
to be an integral part of the law school 
and South Dakota legal communities.”

Hutton also received the McKusick 
award from the Student Bar Association 
of the University of South Dakota School 
of Law, which recognizes an outstanding 
member of the South Dakota Bar for 
contributions to the legal profession. The 
award is named in honor of Marshall 
M. McKusick, who served the legal 
profession and the law school for nearly 
five decades. 

Professor Chris Hutton 
Receives Cutler and  

McKusick Awards

1951 M.T. Woods 
1952  Ambrose Beck 
1953  Claude W. Schutter 
1954  Joe R. Cash 
1955  Alan L. Austin 
1956  A.K. Gardner 
1957  Vernon A. Vrooman 
1958  Dwight E. Campbell 
1959  Robert C. Bakewell 
1960  M.Q. Sharpe 
1961 George T. Mickelson 
1962  Charles S. Hanson 
1963  Karl Goldsmith 
1964  Blaine Simons 
1965  H.F. Fellows 
1966  Holton Davenport 
1967  James R. Bandy 
1968  Roy D. Burns 
1969  Alex Rentto 
1970  Walter H. Seacat 
1971 Wallace A. McCullen 
1972 Ellsworth E. Evans 
1973 William R. McCann 
1974 Kelton Lynn & Ross Oviatt 
1975 Samuel W. Masten 
1976 Horace Jackson 
1977 Stanley Siegel 
1978 Fred J. Nichol 
1979 Francis G. Dunn 
1980 Robert Driscoll, Jr. 
1981  Robert Riter, Sr. 
1982  Gordon Gunderson 
1983  Philo Hall 
1984  Joseph H. Bottum 
1985  Joseph M. Butler &  
 Joseph H. Barnett 
1986  William G. Porter 
1987 William K. Sahr 
1988 William F. Day, Jr. 
1989  Honorable James R. Adams 
1990  Honorable E.W. Hertz 
1991  Deming Smith 
1992  Donald R. Shultz 
1993  John W. Larson 
1994  George S. Mickelson 
1995  Francis M. Smith 
1996  Honorable John B. Jones 
1997  Honorable Robert C. Heege 
1998  Honorable Andrew W. Bogue 
1999  Carleton R. “Tex” Hoy 
2000  Honorable Roger L. Wollman 
2001  Robert E. “Mike” Driscoll III 
2002 Marvin G. Amiotte 
2003  Honorable Mildred Ramynke 
2004  Gene Lebrun 
2005  David V. Vrooman 
2006  Fredric R. Cozad 
2007  Robert Frieberg 
2008  Honorable Richard W. Sabers 
2009  Richard “Dick” Gregerson 
2010  Honorable Lawrence L. Piersol 
2011  Honorable Judith K Meierhenry &  
 Mark V. Meierhenry 
2012  Honorable David R. Gienapp &  
 Charles M. Thompson 
2013  Richard L. Ericsson 
2014  John P. Guhin 

Previous McKusick 
Award Recipients



 6 |   SOUTH DAKOTAN LAWYER

BRIEFS

The youngest of three children, she 
was the only one to attend the University 
of South Dakota. Admitted to law school 
with a scholarship, she was the only woman in her class. 
Becoming an attorney in 1950, she was the only female 
attorney in St. Joseph, Missouri. In every stage of her life, 
Grace Day has broke down barriers. 

Day, originally a Steinberg, was part of the only Jewish 
family in Onawa, Iowa. Her father emigrated there from 
Poland before the start of World War I and waited four years 
before he sent for her mother to join him; there, together, they 
started and raised their family. 

In her father’s shoe store, Day grew up sewing shoes until 
leaving for college in the late 1940s. Both her older brother 
and sister had relocated to Sioux City for the synagogue, but 
she made the college move to Vermillion for the USD School 
of Law. 

A female attending law school was relatively unheard of 
when she arrived. Being the only woman in her class was never 
easy, she admitted. Fellow students and professors alike would 
tease her, counting on her to drop out. She never gave in, 
though, and saw her education through to the end. 

Along the way, she encountered a man by the name of 
Milton Day – one who proved that not every male was waiting 
for her to give up. Grace and Milton met in class and were 
married on Dec. 25, 1949, just after their graduation. The two 
then relocated to Milton’s hometown of St. Joseph, Missouri, 
where Mrs. Day got her first job doing secretarial tasks for $50 
per month. 

Employers still did not take her seriously as an attorney 
despite having all the credentials, but losing heart wasn’t her 
style. Instead, in 1950, Day began her own practice as a court-
appointed attorney for indigent clients. At first approached by 
only female patrons, the bold attorney decided to specialize in 
family law and make herself a voice for women in a time when 
they were barely allowed to have a voice of their own. 

She handled divorce cases until her reputation grew and 

her area of expertise encompassed representing male and 
female divorce cases, custody and paternity matters. However, 
20 years passed before a male finally hired her. Having heard 
of her success in the courtroom, the first man to seek her aid 
did so only so that his wife could not.

The ‘70s brought about more female attorneys, giving this 
legal “first lady” an opportunity to help those who were just 
starting out; she sent some of her own cases to the beginners, 
helping them get familiar with the field.

Quitting was never an option for Day, a trait that  
defines her personality and career. At age 69, rather than  
retire from her own practice, she joined Polsinelli Shugart in 
St. Joseph and practiced there for another 18 years. She has  
been rewarded with numerous successes and honors; she 
became the first female president of the St. Joseph Bar 
Association in 1973, was named Missouri Lawyers Weekly’s 
“Woman of the Year” in 2011, and has been honored with 
a lifetime achievement of the YWCA’s “Woman in the 
Workplace” award. 

This experienced attorney practiced her passion for 63 years 
– 45 of which were spent in her solo practice – and fulfilled 
many roles throughout that time: student, professional, 
mentor and friend. Mrs. Day retired in 2013 and after 64 
years of marriage, Milton passed away in late 2014. She stays 
highly involved with B’nai B’rith Woman (BBW), a Jewish 
advocacy group.

In a tribute to Day and her service to Polsinelli Shugart, 
coworkers referred to her as an icon – the likes of which they 
will never see again. As someone who was never expected  
to get far in the field, Grace Day has set the bar high for  
future attorneys.

The School of Law will host a screening of a 30-minute 
documentary about Grace Day, titled “Amazing Grace,” in spring 
2016, with the date to be announced. 

Grace Day 
Setting 
the Bar
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The Federal Tax Clinic opened its 

doors at USD Law at the beginning 

of fall 2015 and is headed by Clinic 

Director Sonya Miller.

Federal Tax Clinic 
Opens at USD Law

The Alternative Dispute Resolution Board 
sent eight teams around the country this 
last calendar year. Two teams attended a 
client counseling competition in Minneapolis 
where they placed fourth and sixth. Two 
teams also participated in a mediation 
competition in Columbia, Missouri. Two 
negotiation competitions took place: one 
in Chicago (fourth and 12th places) and the 
other in San Diego on sports law (eighth 
place). Also, a team took part in an arbitration 
competition in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

ADR Update
Criminal Justice 
Education Project
Hosts Panel and 
Documentary

In March, the Criminal Justice Education Project of USD 
Law hosted a screening of HBO’s “Gideon’s Army” along with 
a panel discussion related to the presentation. The documentary 
follows the personal stories of three young public defenders who 
are part of a small group of idealistic lawyers in the Deep South 
challenging the assumptions that drive a criminal justice system 
strained to the breaking point. The panel included Traci Smith, 
Mary Moriarty, Eric Shulte and June Hardwick.

The Federal Tax Clinic started the fall semester with two 
clients and now has 14. This provides each student involved 
with the clinic about three to four cases each. Students gain 
valuable experience while helping real clients.

The types of cases the clinic is handling are a variety 
of issues including unreported income, failure to file tax 
returns, disallowed credits, deductions, exemptions and 
filing status, claim for refund, and identify theft. 

Tax controversy cases come to the clinic at various 
stages, which often dictate the type of help that can be 
provided and with which organization within the IRS the 
clinic must work in order to resolve the client’s matter. 
The IRS organizations that the clinic works with most 
frequently are the Automated Underreporter Program, 
Examinations, Appeals, and Collections. The Clinic is also 
able to represent taxpayers in the U.S. Tax Court.
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The OUTlaws hosted Professor 
Ryan Scott in March for the third 
annual installment of the Lavender 
Lecture. Scott, from the Indiana 
University’s Maurer School of Law 
in Bloomington, focused on the 
unsuccessful uses of the “gay/trans” 
panic defense and discussed ways a 
recent ABA resolution might lessen 
the effectiveness and use of the 
defense. Two of the panels focused on 

aspects of the marriage equality debate 
while the third was specifically on 
transgender issues.

The fourth Lavender Lecture made 
the move from spring to fall and 
hosted Bridget Wilson, a San Diego 
attorney, on Oct. 19. Wilson spoke 
on the implementation and repeal 
of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” Wilson, 
who practices military law, is a 
graduate of Creighton University and 

the University of San Diego School 
of Law. A veteran of the enlisted 
ranks of the U.S. Army Reserve, she 
served as a judge advocate with the 
California State Military Reserve for 
a decade. She has taught Military 
Justice as an adjunct faculty member 
at Thomas Jefferson School of Law. 
The OUTlaws presented this lecture 
with co-sponsorship from the Veteran’s 
Legal Education Group.

OUTlaws Host Third  
and Fourth Lavender Lectures

The South Dakota Supreme Court held session for three days at USD School of Law Oct. 5-7. The justices 
heard nine oral arguments during their sessions, giving law students an incredible learning opportunity 
to see the state’s highest court in action. The School of Law thanks the Court for continuing to visit the 
law school on a regular basis.
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USD Law’s Native American Law Student Association 
was presented with the Chapter of the Year award at the 
40th annual Indian Law Conference in April, sponsored 
by the Federal Bar Convention in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
Additionally, second-year USD Law student, Tsyoslake 
House, received the 2L of the Year award.

Abby Leach, of Albert Lea, 

Minnesota, was appointed to vice 

chair of the Law Student Reporters 

for Law Student Action Group for the 

Intellectual Property Section of the 

ABA. Leach is in her third year at USD 

Law. Under her appointment she 

will serve two years as vice chair and 

then as chair in her third year.

Professor Roger Baron received Delta 
Theta Phi’s “Most Outstanding Professor 
in the Nation” award. USD Law student 
Abby Leach also received the “Most 
Outstanding Law Student in the Nation” 
award. The announcement was made 
Aug. 1 in Washington, D.C. at the legal 
fraternity’s 59th Biennial Convention. 

NALSA Wins  
National Awards

USD Professor and Student 
Win Top Honors at National 
Fraternity’s Annual Meeting

Professor David S. Day received the USD School of Law 
2015 John Wesley Jackson Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Professor of Law. The Student Bar Association presented 
Professor Day with this prestigious award at Barristers’ Ball 
in the spring of 2015. Every year one professor receives 
this honor for his or her hard work and dedication to 
excellence at USD Law. The Student Bar Association votes on 
nominations received from the USD law school student body 
and selects the recipient who will receive the John Wesley 
Jackson Memorial Award. The honoree assists the dean in 
hooding at the Hooding Ceremony for that year’s recipients 
of a juris doctorate.

Professor Day Receives  
Jackson Award

Dean Geu, left, and David Day, right, with a 2015 graduate.

Third-year students Tsyolake House and Kyle Chase



 10 |   SOUTH DAKOTAN LAWYER

This fall, the USD School of Law sent trial teams to five elite 
national invitational trial tournaments. Our students travelled to 
Gulfport, Florida (Stetson); San Francisco; Buffalo-Niagara, New York; 
New York City (Fordham); and Atlanta to compete against students 
from the top law schools and trial programs in the United States. During 
the 2014-2015 Academic Year, 32 USD law students competed in 13 
trial tournaments around the country, 11 of which were invitation only.

Trial Teams 
Compete Around 
the Country 

One of USD’s Trial 

Teams at the Stetson 

National Invitational 

Pretrial Tournament, 

from left to right: 

Ramon Ortiz, Sam 

Krystosek, Allyson 

Crespo, Trinette 

LaFleur, Becca Reiter 

BRIEFS

A team from the University of South Dakota School of 
Law won the “Most Professional Team Award” at the recent 
National Ethics Trial Competition, jointly sponsored by the 
American Bar Association, the Anthony M. Kennedy Inns 
of Court and the University of the Pacific McGeorge School 
of Law.

In two of the past three years, the USD law team placed 
in the top five for professionalism and ethics at this elite 
national competition. However, this year, the team of Andy 
Fick of Quimby, Iowa; Ashlee Wendt of Alcester; Aron 
Hogden of Sioux Falls; and Tracye Sherrill of Yankton took 
things to the highest possible level.

Twenty law schools, including Georgetown University, 
Wisconsin, Colorado, American University, Loyola-
Chicago, Catholic University, Fordham and more, were 
invited to the competition.

“I believe that such a remarkable accomplishment 
is a testament to the professionalism and ethics of all of 

South Dakota’s lawyers and our fine faculty and deans – 
all of whom set a daily example for our students of the 
professionalism and ethics demanded in today’s legal world,” 
said Tom Horton, professor of law and Heidepriem Trial 
Advocacy Fellow. Horton directs the USD School of Law 
trial teams with help from lecturer Mike McKey and visiting 
senior lecturer Ramon Ortiz. USD trial teams entered 12 
national competitions during the 2014-2015 academic year.

The National Ethics Trial Competition was established 
in 2006 to promote ethical and civility awareness through 
the mock trial competition format. It is the only law 
school-sponsored competition that features both an ethical 
component in the issues to be tried and scoring based 
on the participants’ observation of ethical and civility 
principles. The competition is open to applications from 
all ABA-accredited law schools that have demonstrated 
excellence in the training of law students in ethical  
trial practice. 

USD Trial Team Receives  
‘Most Professional Team’ Award
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Associate Dean Tiffany Graham was a recent 
participant in the sold-out TEDxUSD event held at Farber 
Hall on USD’s campus on Nov. 7. She gave a talk entitled 
“LGBTQ Youth Homeless-ness: Addressing the Scourge of 
Survival Sex.”

The participants also included Sarah Jennings, South 
Dakota director of AARP; Frank Leibfarth, former USD 
football kicker currently studying at MIT; Steve Miller, 

pastor and USD adjunct professor of history; Michell 
Williams, director of strategic program management at 
Citibank in Sioux Falls; and Kelsey Collier-Wise, executive 
director of United Way of Vermillion, Vermillion City 
Council member, and an alumna of the law school. 

The event was streamed online and in the Muenster 
University Center. Recordings can be found at livestream.
com/tedx/tedxusd. 

Associate Dean Graham Speaks 
at USDxTED Talk

BRIEFS

Spring 2015 Moot 
Court Awards

 Winner: Seth Lopour  Runner Up: Kim McNulty

 Finalists:  Pradeep Jayaraman 
  Ashley Brost

 Best Briefs:   Brianna Palomaki 
  Lori Goad

Sam Masten 1L Moot Court Competition

 Top Oralists:  Matt Laidlaw 
  Anthony Sutton

 Best Briefs: Becky Fey 
  Sarah Schroeder 
  Austin Hoffman
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College of Arts & 
Sciences and School  
of Law Launch  
3+3 Program

The University of South Dakota College of Arts & 
Sciences and School of Law have launched a 3+3 “fast-track” 
program for incoming undergraduate students. The program 
allows a highly qualified student to complete three years of 
undergraduate at USD and then begin at the School of Law 
in place of their senior year. The student must complete all 
general education and major requirements in the first three 
years and can then use the first year of law school to complete 
the bachelor’s degree credit requirement. The student can then 
complete both the bachelor’s degree and juris doctor in six 
years rather than seven.

The Federalist Society 

hosted Radley Balko in 

March to speak about 

his 2013 book, Rise of 

the Warrior Cop, which 

examines the view that over 

the last several decades, 

America’s law enforcement 

agencies have increasingly 

come to resemble ground 

troops. Balko is a senior 

editor at Reason magazine, 

a public policy analyst at 

the Cato Institute, and he 

also blogs about criminal 

justice, the drug war 

and civil liberties for The 

Washington Post. 

Federalist Society Hosts Radley Balko

BRIEFS

The Black Law Student Association 

held a series of events throughout the 

month of February to celebrate Black 

History Month, including a screening 

of the acclaimed HBO documentary, 

“The Newburgh Sting,” and a keynote 

address from Associate Dean Tiffany C. 

Graham. Women in Law cosponsored 

the keynote address with BLSA entitled, 

“Living at the Edge of Uncertainty: 

Celebrating Black History in a Moment 

of Progress and Despair.” 
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Now in its 10th year, the South Dakota Law Review 
hosted the annual Wine Review event Sept. 26. This 
year’s honoree was Charles Thompson, past editor of the 
Law Review. He was selected for his contributions to 
the Law Review, but also his personal and professional 
accomplishments, including serving as South Dakota 
State Bar President, on the ABA Board of Governors, 
the ABA House of Delegates and the American Bar 
Endowment. This year the event was held at View Thirty 
Four in Pierre, South Dakota. 

2015 Wine Review

USD Law student Jeffry Mulrain represented USD Law 
and Harvard University, where he is concurrently pursuing 
his A.L.M. with a focus in anthropology, at the Princeton 
University Graduate Consulting Club Case Competition. 
Mulrain and his team competed against Princeton, Columbia, 
Cornell, Johns Hopkins and several others.

USD Law Student Competes 
at PUGCC Case Competition

Women in Law held their annual “Dress for Success” event in October, focusing 
on demonstrating proper attire for professional women and men. Additionally, 
tutorials on professional hairstyles and makeup were included, as well as tips on 
putting together an overall professional look for the legal field.

Breast Cancer Awareness was also an October focus for Women in Law. 
It hosted a walk/run, posted breast cancer facts around the school, and will 

be doing an ongoing fundraiser donating the money raised to both cancer 
hospitals in Sioux Falls. 

Women in Law hold 
‘Dressed for Success’ 
and Breast Cancer 
Awareness Events

BRIEFS

A special thanks to the event’s sponsors: May, Adam, 

Gerdes & Thompson LLP; Lynn, Jackson, Shultz & 

Lebrun, P.C.; Cutler Law Firm; Boyce Law Firm LLP; 

Davenport Evans Lawyers; Johnson, Janklow, and 

Abdallah;  and Woods Fuller Law Firm.



LAW SCHOOL ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS
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By the time he graduated from 
college, David Gilbertson knew he 
wanted to be an attorney and USD’s 
School of Law was the obvious choice 
for his education. Forty years later, South 
Dakota’s Chief Supreme Court Justice 
has no regrets about either decision.

Gilbertson became the administrative 
head of the South Dakota Unified 

Judicial System in 2001,  working his way up the ladder since 
graduating from the School of Law in 1975. He worked in 
private practice immediately after graduation until 1986, 
became Fifth Judicial circuit judge from 1986-1995, and served 
as associate justice on the Supreme Court of South Dakota from 
1995-2001.

With the law school’s help, he was more than ready to  
take on every challenge thrown at him.“The program was very 
good training for the real world I experienced after graduation,” 
Gilbertson said. 

The 1972 SDSU graduate came to Vermillion with 
bachelor’s degrees in history, political science and geography 
already under his belt, as well as a natural ability to help people 
solve problems. Some of his proudest career accomplishments 
include creating a state-wide network of alternative sentencing 
courts for alcohol and drug addicts and instituting the Rural 
Attorney Program. He has been active nationally and locally and 
is now the president of the Conference of State Chief Justices.

Many strong connections have helped the Chief Justice 
attain his honorable position – but it was one in particular that 
changed the course of his career. In 1986, Gov. William Janklow 
appointed him circuit judge, and then Supreme Court Justice in 
1995. In doing so, Janklow bestowed upon Gilbertson not just 
judicial titles, but also the confidence to fulfill them. 

Even more crucial to his career has been his family; 
Deborah, his wife of 36 years, and their four children. The 
couple now resides in Gilbertson’s hometown of Lake City, 
South Dakota, but work often requires his presence in Pierre. 
His spare time, though elusive, is often spent at the family’s  
lake home. 

Autumn Ascano understands the 
importance of her cross-discipline 
education that has allowed her to act as a 
voice for children. 

Ascano, originally from Breckenridge, 
Minnesota, has been an attorney at 
Telios Law PLLC, an all-female law firm, 
since January 2015. At Telios Law, a 
Colorado law firm, Ascano assists with 

international historic child abuse investigations, works with 
expert witnesses through referral questions and depositions and 
reviews experts’ reports on child and victim interviews

“One of the most interesting things about my position is 
the opportunity to be involved in section 1983 cases that may 
change statewide regulations which would impact children who 
come into contact with social services and the legal system in 
Colorado,” Ascano said.

Prior to working for Telios, Ascano taught in the psychology 
department at Minnesota State University Moorhead and had 
a solo law practice focusing on child advocacy in Wahpeton, 
North Dakota. 

Ascano graduated from Minnesota State University 
Moorhead in 2004 with a degree in psychology. She received 
her juris doctorate degree from USD in 2007. 

Beyond law, Ascano specializes in clinical and counseling 
psychology and is expected to earn her master’s degree in 
psychology in December 2016. Ascano said her experiences 
at USD’s law school allowed her to find her passion amongst 
various law specialties. “The education at USD Law School 
provided foundational knowledge of the legal system and a 
glimpse into various specialty areas within law,” Ascano said. 

“Professionally, I consider my greatest accomplishments to 
be the children that I have worked with who are now in a better 
life situation,” Ascano said. 

Ascano is thankful for her experiences of being able to 
intern with people who were on the same career path that she 
was interested in. “I was happy to find professionals willing to 
provide advice on the steps necessary to specialize in working 
with children in the legal system,” she said.  

David Gilbertson Autumn Ascano

We strive to spotlight the successes, achievements and varied paths our alumni have taken.  
Do you know someone we should profile? Let us know at law@usd.edu. Read about other alums  

at www.usd.edu/law/spotlights and watch for new spotlights in upcoming publications.

mailto:law@usd.edu
http://www.usd.edu/law/spotlights


BRIEFS

The inaugural Law School pinning ceremony was 
held on Oct. 8, functioning as a rite of passage for 
first-year students and honoring their initial steps in the 
practice. A crowd of legal officers, leaders, and family 
members watched on as students reaffirmed the oath 
originally taken on their first day in the program.

“This is a celebration of getting to a greater 
understanding, one in which they are starting 
to appreciate what they don’t know,” said 
Thomas Geu, Law School dean and 
professor. “I hope students would look 
at it as both an accomplishment and as a 
ritual recognizing increased expectations.” 

Geu presented students with a USD law pin that 
features the school’s new seal. A shield in the center of 
the seal represents defense of the weak and protection 
of rights. Purple is the academic color of law. Red is 
the color of USD and also symbolizes the constant 
watchfulness for threats to freedom. The white stripe 

stands for the pure opinions, unbiased and  
not made for personal gain. Finally, the  

1901 refers to the School of Law’s 
founding year.

Next year’s ceremony is planned to 
take place in the fall and will continue 
the new tradition. 

Pinning Ceremony Initiated  
to Honor First-Year Students
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Law school admissions have been challenging over the last few years. For 
several years the applicant pool was shrinking. Fewer people were taking the 
LSAT. Fewer people were applying to law school. Law schools across the 
country felt the effect. USD Law was no exception. However, in the past year, 
there are positive signs that tide is starting to turn – but we are not out of the 
woods yet. 

The LSAT is the first key to applying to law school besides earning a 
bachelor’s degree. Without a robust group taking the LSAT, the pool of 
potential applicants simply isn’t there. The LSAT is offered four times each 
year (February, June, September/October and December). September/October 
2009 saw an all-time high number of takers at 60,746. Fast forward to the 
same test in 2014 and test takers had dropped to 30,943. It wasn’t just a 
decline. It was a freefall. 

Fourteen tests in a row from September/October 2010 through December 
2013 saw continuous decreases in takers. Only the last four have seen a string 
of improvements. But it’s modest. While the percent decrease was often double 
digits and as high as 18 percent, the improvements so far have not been as 
sharp. (December 2014 = 0.8 percent; February 2015 = 4.4 percent; June 2015 
= 6.6 percent; September/October 2015 = 7.4 percent). It is too early to tell if 
this is a trend toward recovery but it is a good sign nonetheless. 

USD Law was significantly affected by this decreased applicant pool. 
Applicants went from highs of 500-700+ applicants each year prior to 2010 to 
a low of 277 in 2013, which is the lowest number of applicants we are aware 
of in several decades. Class sizes were significantly affected because of this. The 
past two years we have focused on increasing the number of applicants. We 
have been successful at increasing our pool to almost 300 in 2014 and almost 
350 in 2015. The goal is 400+ for 2016 which will put us back in our historical 
range. As we have increased the applicant pool, we have been able to meet and 
exceed most of our other goals concurrently.

Now that we’ve been able to stabilize the applicant pool to a degree, we 
can continue our task of focusing on academic factors such as GPA and LSAT, 
enrollment numbers and diversity. Even during this downturn, we have been 
quite successful at increasing enrollment all the while increasing our average 
GPA, gender parity, ethnic diversity, LGBT representation, veteran status 
representation and more. The only front we have not increased has been our 
average LSAT. However, once we started focusing on the applicant pool more 
closely, we staved off any further drop in average LSAT. With our applicant 
pool on this rise, we can redouble our efforts to increase our LSAT average and 
continue to meet and exceed our other measures. 

The next several years will show us if there is truly a trend toward recovery. 
Here at the School of Law, we have already taken the necessary steps to 
accommodate to this new environment and have seen successes already. We 
continue to leverage our reputation as a personal, practical, and affordable 
choice that provides a world-class legal education. To that end, we remain 
prepared and ready for the future. 

Coming 
Back: 

By The
Numbers

By Nicholas M. 

McInerney
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The McKusick Law Library continues to grow its 
services and hire well qualified professional staff. The Law 
Library welcomed Daniel Burniston, who joined the Law 
Library staff in July 2015 as the head of technical and 
collection services. Burniston previously served as the 
interlibrary loan manager at USD University Libraries. He 
has a master’s degree in library and information science 
from the University of Pittsburgh and a bachelor’s in 
history from the University of Sussex. Burniston will play 
an integral role in maintaining the Law Library’s print 
collection as well as managing the Law Library’s electronic 
resources. He also provides service to students, faculty and 
the public at the circulation/reference desk. 

Meg Anthony also joined the Law Library staff as a 
part–time, temporary library assistant in August 2015. This 
year, the Law Library undertook a comprehensive inventory 
of the print collection. Anthony has been assisting the 
full-time Law Library staff in compiling and analyzing the 
results of the inventory. She also has been supporting the 
Law Library’s outreach efforts by contributing to the Law 
Library’s blog, the Prairie Law Blog (prairielb.blogspot.com) 
and coordinating the Law Library’s displays. She also assists 
in providing extended service hours to law students on 
evenings and weekends.

Burniston and Anthony join Karyl Knodel, serials 

librarian and Sarah Kammer, head of public, faculty and 
student services. Knodel celebrated 40 years of service to 
the Law School and Law Library in June 2015. Kammer 
continues to coordinate reference and circulation services to 
students and faculty. She also maintains the Law Library’s 
website, the Law Library’s electronic research guides 
(libguides.law.usd.edu) and the Law School’s repository  
of faculty scholarship via SelectedWorks (works.bepress.
com/lawusd/). She manages the Law Library’s new laptop 
and mobile technology lending program, and recently 
presented on this program at the Mid America Association 
of Law Libraries Annual Meeting held in October in  
Kansas City, Missouri.

Additionally, Kammer provides library services to the 
public and alumni of the Law School. She is the current 
point of contact for the Law School’s alumni access program 
to the HeinOnline Law Journal Library. The Law Journal 
Library is a comprehensive, PDF image-based collection 
of legal periodicals, containing more than 1,800 law and 
law-related periodicals, including the South Dakota Law 
Review. Coverage of each journal in the database begins 
from its inception. The alumni access program provides 
users with an individual login to access the database from 
any location. Inquiries regarding the program and requests 
for access can be directed to Kammer. 

The McKusick Law Library

http://prairielb.blogspot.com/
http://libguides.law.usd.edu/


Vanessa Arzberger

George Biddlecome

Chad Boelhower

Ben Borgmann

Sara Boyum

Brent Brudwick

Liz Chrisp

Austin Cutright

Joe De La Rosa

Haleigh DeBoer-Nevill

Jessica Dybing-Jorgensen

Max Eckrich

Becky Fey

Andy Fick

Sara Fitzgerald

Jamie Frederick

Blake Gunderson

Roy Haberstick

Jennifer Harvey

Aron Hogden

Brittany Kjerstad

Quincy Kjerstad

Melissa Knight

Andrew Kockler

Chase Koskovich

Kelsey Krieg-Ver Beek

Matt Laidlaw

Wanette Lenling

Emily Lessin

Logan Magnusson

KyLee Manthei

Alex Mason

Ryan McKnight

Jerry McNeary

Cullen McNeece

Danielle Moeller

Nick Moser

Chauncey Moulding

Audie Murphy

Kelsey Murray

Levi Parker

Nick Peterson

James Petree

Rachel Preheim

Evathi Rajagopal-Truong

Jonathon Sanborn

Sara Schroeder

Jackson Schwandt

James Shanor 

Tracye Sherrill

Bekka Steinwand

Tony Teesdale

Matt Templar

Ernest Thompson

Ashlee Wendt

Nathan Zacher

The Class
of 2015

Graduates
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The Class
of 2015

The 2015 Hooding Ceremony was held 
 Friday, May 8 in Aalfs Auditorium.

Our Newest Alumni
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John Davidson, Professor of Law Emeritus, retired in 2006 after teaching for 35 years at the University of 
South Dakota School of Law. Retirement from full–time teaching allowed Davidson to pursue a multitude 
of other professional activities, including continuing his pro bono work for agricultural and environmental 
organizations. Davidson also writes and lectures frequently, with a special interest in water law and natural 
resource topics. A favorite pursuit is restoring and protecting wildlife habitat and ecosystems, and he 
helped create an organization –the Northern Prairies Land Trust- to fulfill that objective. 

‘Environmental Law is traced to Rachel Carson, who taught us  
that a society hoping to survive and prosper must identify and  

take full account of the real interacting consequences of individual 
decisions, whether the marketplace accounts for them or not.’  

  – John Davidson

Defending
Nature

John Davidson’s love of the law and teaching, 
 and his pursuit of public service 
   and ecological conservation.

By Peter Carrels
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We’re standing on the summit of a grassy ridge, peering 
down a steep, sandy escarpment at a narrow waterway 
bordered by hardwood forest. John Davidson was 
describing the drainage behaviors of this landscape. 

A violent rainstorm passed through here the previous 
night, Davidson explained, and the thin, shallow creek 
snaking through trees at the base of the ridge was as 
recently as early morning surging with water and eroding 
earthen banks before overtopping its small channel. He 
pointed to dense grasses along the creek that remained 
freshly matted down where a heavy torrent had flowed 
over them. 

On one side of the ridge was rehabilitated prairie, the 
product of a stewardship project aided by the Northern 
Prairies Land Trust, an organization Davidson helped 
launch in 1999. “This restored land,” said Davidson, 
motioning toward an undulating field of deep-rooted 
grasses and forbs, “will absorb the rainfall, and that means 
runoff and erosion are minimized. That also means more 
precipitation stays on the land, and less water pours 
through this draw after a storm.” 

Hiking the prairie we heard birdsong and watched 
butterflies. They’re integral parts of a fit, vital environment, 
Davidson noted, his worn boots not visible as we moved 
through thick, knee-high vegetation. Davidson’s gait was 
slow, deliberate while he studied the landscape and enjoyed 
the sensations of billowing clouds and a warm wind. It 
was obvious this is a place that pleased him. It was also 
evident that his involved history with this partially mended 
landscape added to his pleasure at being in it. 

The grasslands he’d brought me to see belong to his 
friend George Hirschbach. Hirschbach’s property rolls 

across the open terrain of Cedar County, Nebraska, 
just south of the western end of the picturesque Ponca 
Hills, and south and west of Vermillion, South Dakota. 
This is the county where the 79-year old Hirschbach, a 
former trucking company owner from South Sioux City, 
Nebraska, serves as State’s Attorney. In Hirschbach’s second 
career he became a lawyer and a land conservationist.  He 
was one of several men –all graduates of the University 
of South Dakota School of Law- who helped Davidson 
establish the Northern Prairies Land Trust. 

“George saved this land,” John Davidson declared, 
nodding at the impressive panorama of perennial plants. 
“Northern Prairies worked with him to restore it, and we 
now have a perpetual conservation easement on almost 
300 acres here. Thanks to George, his family, and that 
easement this land will be forever protected in a healthy 
and sustainable condition.”

George Hirschbach humbly welcomed John Davidson’s 
acknowledgement when it was repeated to him. Then he 
saluted the impact John Davidson has had on his land and 
his life.

“While I was a student in law school,” Hirschbach 
recalled, “John was an instructor, and I admired him as 
someone who lived his life with a great deal of integrity 
and intelligence. He was quiet, honest and respectful. 
These days I’m fortunate to be working with John, and 
learning from him about conservation law, environmental 
stewardship and native prairie ecosystems.”

John Davidson wasn’t born near prairie, but he quickly 
took to grasslands and other natural characteristics of the 
Great Plains once he made his way to South Dakota in 
1971, the year he started teaching at USD’s law school. 

John Davidson stands before restored prairie at his home near Vermillion, South Dakota.
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The Pennsylvania native spent his youth playing baseball 
and exploring pockets of nature where he grew up in farm 
country near Pittsburgh, and he developed a disposition at an 
early age to enjoy and revere the outdoors. The son of a small-
town lawyer, Davidson gained his undergraduate degree at 
Wake Forest University in North Carolina before heading back 
to Pennsylvania and law school at the University of Pittsburgh. 
After earning his law degree he practiced in a conventional steel 
city firm for one year before moving to a legal services office 
in the rough and tumble Homewood section of the city. It 
was, according to Davidson, an especially tumultuous time to 
serve needy clients there. “I was the only lawyer in the office,” 
he described. “Not only was I very busy, it was a trying period 
for that community.” He remembered Martin Luther King’s 
murder triggering chaotic riots while he served Homewood. 
“Much of Homewood was burned down,” recalled Davidson, 
“and I got burned out.”

Davidson relocated to Washington, D.C. to do legal 
research at the Smithsonian’s Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars and also to teach at George Washington 
University’s National Law Center. The late 60s and early 
70s was a momentous time in the nation’s capital as 
groundbreaking environmental legislation was signed into law. 
Lawyers and the courts were working to better understand 
and explain the details and ramifications of new laws such as 
the Clean Air Act and the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). It was the dawning of the environmental movement, 
and John Davidson embraced the tenets of the cause. He was 
excited to witness firsthand and modestly participate in the 
early groundswell among lawmakers, lawyers, and activists 
advocating for environmental protections.

Davidson and his wife, Cathy Beard, decided they wanted 

to settle in a more rural setting, and it was a job offer at South 
Dakota’s only school of law that delivered them to Vermillion.

“It had been an exhilarating stint in Washington,” said 
Davidson, “but it was also a stimulating time at the University 
of South Dakota law school.” The school’s dean, James Adams, 
Davidson discovered, was assembling a stellar faculty, and 
the newcomer found himself among a talented group of legal 
scholars and teachers. Among his earliest assignments were 
teaching property and equal employment law courses. 

He and Cathy liked USD and the Vermillion area, and 
quickly sought to make good on their desire to reside in the 
countryside. They bought a nicely situated farmstead northeast 
of Vermillion, in the gentle bluffs fringing the Vermillion 
River, and then they built a comfortable home. It was the ideal 
place –a sanctuary, really- to raise a family and deepen their 
relationships to nature. Almost from the beginning they have 
restored and maintained the land they acquired as a perennial 
prairie growing indigenous grasses and plants. Over the years 
their prairie farm has grown and changed, as they added and 
naturalized tracts of ground and rehabilitated buildings on  
their property. 

Soon after Davidson started his duties at the law school 
a life-changing opportunity presented itself. A politically 
engaged grassroots group from northern South Dakota called 
United Family Farmers contacted the law school seeking 
legal assistance. The farmers were battling the Bureau of 
Reclamation, a powerful federal agency, and South Dakota’s 
political and business establishment over construction of the 
vast Oahe irrigation project. James Adams was sympathetic to 
United Family Farmers, and he referred the group to Davidson, 
essentially granting his faculty member permission to assist 
the underdog dissidents. Understanding his time and other 
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restraints, Davidson joined Vermillion lawyer Martin Weeks to 
comprise United Family Farmers’ legal team, and Weeks took 
the more visible and lead role in representing and providing 
counsel for the organization. 

The Oahe irrigation project was the largest, costliest water 
development project ever proposed for South Dakota, and 
the fight over its fate became a political and legal battle that 
accelerated into what many observers would describe as the 
most contentious single-issue struggle in the state’s history. If 
built to its ultimate plan nearly half a million acres in northern 
South Dakota would have been artificially watered and served 
by a complex system of distribution canals, storage reservoirs 
and drainage ditches. The natural characteristics in an expansive 
region would have been dramatically altered.

Working on the Oahe case provided opportunities for the 
new professor to concentrate as never before on environmental 

law, and he dug deeply into matters related to federal 
reclamation and provisions of NEPA and the Clean Water Act. 
He and Weeks spent countless hours researching problems 
plaguing existing irrigation projects, and they discovered 
weaknesses specific to the Oahe irrigation plan. The information 
they uncovered verified the misgivings of United Family 
Farmers, bolstering the organization’s arguments against Oahe, 
and helping grow the group’s membership. 

Eventually, and somewhat surprisingly, United Family 
Farmers, a quintessential against-the-odds outfit, prevailed, 
achieving a remarkable and historic political victory that not 
only halted construction of a massive irrigation project, but 
encouraged a reshaping of federal water policy and the Bureau 
of Reclamation. The agency’s irrigation endeavors were de-
emphasized and domestic water projects were highlighted in 
the wake of Oahe’s demise, paving the way for development of 
numerous drinking water projects serving rural areas, including 
WEB, Mni Wiconi, Mid-Dakota, Lewis and Clark and others 
in South Dakota. This was truly a monumental happening. 

Davidson was ecstatic at the organization’s success, cognizant 
of their historic impact, and proud of his relationship to the 
group. He recalled the beneficial impacts of being so intimately 
involved in the Oahe controversy. “Oahe was intense,” explained 
Davidson, “and Martin and I worked on matters that were new 
to both of us, and they were matters that were new to almost 
everyone in the legal field since environmental law was relatively 
fresh. I was already very interested in water and land issues when 
I first started working on Oahe, but that experience allowed 
me to gain practical know-how, and it provided me with a 
foundation and interest that compelled me to continue in the 
environmental field.”

‘Environmental Law has been 

predominantly created and shaped 

by active citizens, operating outside 

of governments. Its future depends 

upon the emergence of a new 

generation of such citizens.’    

– John Davidson

Northern Prairies Land Trust 
helps protect prairie woodlands 
along the Missouri River.
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James Adams had figured Davidson’s involvement in Oahe 
would trigger passionate scholarship that would benefit the 
young professor and the law school, and that is exactly what 
happened. Davidson began teaching courses about water, 
agriculture, and natural resources. His students discovered a 
firm, fair teacher who demanded sharp, academic focus. They 
also came to appreciate that few understood federal and state 
laws regarding water use, natural resource protections, and water 
development better than him. 

During Davidson’s teaching career at USD he eagerly 
pursued an ongoing mastery of the legal topics he taught. “A 
teacher,” he later said, “must first of all have an enthusiasm and 
a deep natural interest in the subject matter. I hope that my love 
of the law and studying law, especially law related to property, 
water, natural resources, and environmental protection came 
through in the classroom.”  

His appetite for knowledge about the law and his expertise 
extended beyond teaching in USD’s School of Law.

Davidson helped author a text book about agricultural law 
that was used for a decade in many of the nation’s law schools. 
He wrote and published extensively about environmental 
regulations, non-point pollution, water rights, and other 
natural resource topics. He was in demand as a presenter at 
countless conferences, and lectured at law schools around the 
country. For five straight years he served as a visiting instructor 
at prestigious, summertime University of Vermont law school 
sessions that emphasized environmental topics. Laws related to 
the Missouri River became a special interest, and President Bill 
Clinton appointed him to a national commission reviewing 
western water policy. In his own neighborhood, Davidson lent 
his proficiencies while working as a member of his county’s 

planning and zoning commission and also as a director of the 
local conservation district. Since 2004 he has served as president 
of the South Dakota Conservation Alliance. Founding and 
leading Northern Prairies Land Trust (NPLT) evidenced the 
hands-on application of his land ethic. 

John Davidson also worked as an attorney with a variety 
of conservation organizations to advance environmental 
stewardship. Much of his legal service involved challenging 
government agencies to enforce or bolster protections for land, 
water and air. His contributions were not only notable, they 
were donated. Pro bono legal work was Davidson’s pattern  
of practice. 

Karl Madsen spent a long, decorated career with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service in South Dakota, and on several 
occasions he worked closely with Davidson. Madsen recalled 
a critical time for wildlife habitat and the environment in 
the early 1990s when the federal Department of Agriculture 
sought to reclassify wetlands, allowing for some wetlands to 
be destroyed. “John decided that that particular action was a 

‘E.O. Wilson teaches us 

that the one process ongoing now 

that will take millions of years to 

correct is the loss of genetic and 

species diversity ...’

– John Davidson

Northern Prairies Land Trust partnered with the Nebraska Environmental Trust and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to preserve 524 acres that includes “Old Baldy,” an historic site in northern Nebraska 

overlooking the Missouri River that was visited by Lewis and Clark in 1804.
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violation of the Clean Water Act,” Madsen explained.  “He 
worked closely with the National Wildlife Federation to 
challenge the new rules, and because of their lawsuit the Ag 
department had to consult with other federal agencies to 
define wetlands in South Dakota.” 

Madsen discovered Davidson was accessible and  
generous with his time. “John wasn’t afraid to get  
involved,” Madsen remembered, “and he was always only 
a phone call away. He was well-informed, an impressive 
advocate for conservation, and he was very willing to  
share his knowledge.” 

Kurt Forman is another federal employee who works on 
meaningful conservation issues. Forman, the private lands 
coordinator in South Dakota for the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, has witnessed Davidson’s involvement on a variety 
of issues and projects. “John has that unique ability,” 
Forman noted, “to bridge the divide between a vision of 
conservation and actual delivery of conservation success. 
He has done much to protect resources and to advance 
environmental protections in our state.” 

South Dakota is fortunate John Davidson chose to 
reside here. His contributions to the academic, legal, and 
natural landscapes are immense and ongoing. Scholar, 
lawyer, teacher, public servant, activist - John Davidson has 
ascended to the pinnacle of his professions and avocations.

As we stood atop a promontory on George Hirschbach’s 
land and surveyed the terrain stretching in all directions, 
Davidson reflected on the circumstances that compel him, 
and the optimism that causes his eyes to widen and twinkle.

“E.O. Wilson teaches us,” Davidson said, referring to a 
favorite writer and biologist, “that the one process ongoing 
now that will take millions of years to correct is the loss of 
genetic and species diversity by the destruction of natural 
habitats, and that this is the folly that our descendants are 
least likely to forgive us. Nowhere is this destruction of 
natural habitat more widespread than on the prairie, where 
we are rapidly plowing up the last of the great  
native grasslands.”

Davidson nodded in appreciation toward fields of 
restored prairie. “What is happening here, on this special 
section of land, and in other conserved pieces of land gives 
us hope,” he declared. “We know that there are people who 
care for and do the right things with their land. It has been 
my privilege to work with many fine folks, to teach many 
fine minds, and to visit and know many fine places, like  
this one.” 

John Davidson, left, and Bob Warrick survey native grassland on 
Warrick’s Nebraska farm. Northern Prairies Land Trust worked with 
Warrick to protect and preserve 640 acres of prairie.

Greater Prairie Chickens thrive on grasslands habitat preserved by 
the Northern Prairies Land Trust.
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We must be grateful to those who comprehend the beauty and 
fragility of the earth. From that starting point their gifts to the rest of 
us can range from contemplative and articulated respect to effective, 
protective action.  From some, like John Davidson, we get both.  

Four lawyers with ties to the University of South Dakota law 
school played key roles in forming a land trust organization that 
secures perpetual conservation easements on critical habitats located 
on privately owned property.  Steve Sanford, AJ Swanson, George 
Hirschbach and John Davidson –the man the other three refer to as 
Professor Davidson- worked together to create Northern Prairies Land 
Trust (NPLT) in 1999.  John Davidson has served as president of the Trust 
since it was formed, and he works closely with the organization’s staff 
and leadership, and also with landowners, government agencies and 
other conservation organizations to pursue the protection of natural 
resources, particularly grassland and riparian ecosystems. Sanford, 
Swanson and Hirschbach remain critically involved.

NPLT partners with a variety of federal, state and private 
conservation agencies and organizations to obtain grants through the 
North American Wetland Conservation Act. These grants help protect 
wetlands and grasslands by facilitating the acquisition of conservation 
easements on private lands. Since the Trust was founded some $4.5 
million has been spent by the Trust and its partners to protect more 
than 10,000 acres of important and unique prairie habitat. NPLT is one 
of only two such trusts working in Nebraska, and it is the only trust 
pursuing this type of habitat protection in South Dakota.

Emphasis is placed on saving “biologically unique landscapes”, 
including places that host at-risk species of plants, animals and 
insects.  The organization is involved in projects along the Big Sioux 
and Missouri rivers, at Badlands National Park, on farms and ranches 
in South Dakota and Nebraska where restored or native prairie is 
protected, and in a variety of other locations. 

Steve Sanford ’74, a lawyer based in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
described John Davidson’s contributions to the Trust.  “We’re 
consistently led by John’s efforts to satisfy our mission,” said Sanford. 
“It’s very fulfilling to be involved in the Trust, and it’s a privilege to work 
with John. I don’t know anyone who knows more about water law than 
Professor Davidson.”     

AJ Swanson ’69, whose law office in rural Canton, South Dakota 
stands amidst several hundred acres of restored prairie, describes John 
Davidson as the chief energy behind the land trust. “John has always 
provided the primary vision for the Trust,” Swanson said. “He donates so 
much of his time to the organization. Plus, he is a walking encyclopedia, 
a deep scholar of environmental law.” 

‘Protecting land is a joyous undertaking.’
  – John Davidson

Prescribed, controlled burns are important 
conservation tools used by Northern Prairies Land 
Trust for prairie preservation.

Fringed Orchid and other native prairie flora prosper on
 lands protected by Northern Prairies Land Trust.

‘These are challenging times for 

conservationists, as natural lands and waters 

are lost in ever greater amounts. Between 

2007 and 2012  3,150,000 acres of natural 

habitat were lost in Nebraska, and more than 

2,172,000 acres were lost in South Dakota.  

The eastern Dakotas are losing wetlands at 

the rate of 15,000 acres per year.’

 – John Davidson
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I always knew I wanted to specialize in 
environmental law before coming to law 
school, so when Nicholas McInerney informed 
me about the University of South Dakota 
School of Law’s (USD) partnership with 
Vermont Law School (VLS) and their Master’s 
in Environmental Law and Policy program, 
I was ecstatic. I would be able to graduate in 
three years with my J.D. from USD and my 
master’s from VLS. I took advantage of this 
partnership and spent this past summer (2015) 
in South Royalton, Vermont. While this tiny 
town is known for being home to the best 
environmental law school in the U.S., it is  
also known for being the picturesque town  
in the opening credits of the TV show, 
Gilmore Girls.

While at VLS, I completed five courses 
including Ocean and Coastal Law, Land 
Conservation Law, Ecosystem Conservation 
Strategies, Native American Natural Resources 
Law, and America’s Energy Crisis. As is evident 
from this list, VLS offers courses in a variety of 
environmental law areas. I was able to explore 
these areas and further develop my long-term 
career goals. I came back to USD with a 
deeper interest in conservation law, specifically 
conservation easements and the role land trusts 
play in public lands. In addition, I developed 
an interest in water law and its development  
in the western United States as well as on 
Indian Reservations. 

Wonderful professors were a main reason 
why I had such a positive experience in 
Vermont this summer. As is true at USD, I 
was able to learn from individuals who are 
extremely passionate about what they do. VLS 
has built a deep rapport with many experts on 
a variety of environmental legal issues, which 
is why so many are more than willing to make 
the trek to Vermont from their respective 
homes around the U.S. I was inspired by each 

and every one of these individuals. Their drive 
to make a positive impact within the area of 
environmental law has lead many to great 
successes including writing and rewriting the 
U.S. Tax Code, for example. My professors 
also exposed me to many future employment 
opportunities, as most had experience not 
only in law firms around the U.S. but also in 
NGOs and non-profits.

When I was not in class or working on 
homework, I was hiking, tubing down the 
river that flows through the middle of South 
Royalton, and exploring the Northeast 
including places like New York City, Boston, 
Massachusetts, Portland, Maine and Montreal, 
Canada. I have to admit, moving to a small 
town without knowing a single soul was a 
tad intimidating. However, I learned very 
quickly that the people of South Royalton and 
students of VLS are extremely welcoming and 
inclusive. I made some lifelong friendships, 
which I am very thankful for. I was lucky 
to have been surrounded by people who are 
extremely passionate about environmental 
issues and to have had the ability to learn  
from them.

My summer experience at Vermont 
Law School this past summer was more 
than I could have hoped for. I made many 
connections with professors and students. I 
learned an insurmountable amount about 
the number of opportunities that exist within 
the environmental legal realm. I also learned 
a great deal of substance in classes and about 
my future career goals and myself. I did all 
of this while also having some fun exploring 
the Northeast and all it has to offer. I would 
highly recommend taking advantage of USD’s 
partnership with VLS to anyone interested 
in gaining further expertise in the areas of 
environmental law, energy law, food and 
agricultural law and more. 

USD School of Law and Vermont Law School:

Partnership Leads to Opportunity

Sarah  
Christopherson, 
Student



further hone in on a specialty within environmental 
law. Through a dual degree program with Vermont 
Law School (VLS), located in South Royalton, 
Vermont, USD Law students can earn one of three 
joint degrees – J.D./Master of Environmental Law 
and Policy, J.D./ Master of Energy Regulation and 
Law, J.D./Master of Food and Agriculture Law and 
Policy--while working on the J.D. Students take one 
summer of classes at VLS, pursue a summer master’s 
externship, take an online class, and credits are shared 
between the two degrees. In the time it normally takes 
to earn the J.D. alone, students are able to earn both 
that and the second degree.

“VLS is a top environmental law program, always 
ranked in the Top 3 for national environmental law 
programs,” Kammer stated. 

It’s a partnership that Kammer hopes lawyers- 
to-be take advantage of. Moreover, USD Law is 
working to add a M.A. in Biology to its dual  
degree program.

“This area is growing in terms of demand,” he 
said. “This type of law is a great way to teach certain 
skills, especially in navigating the complex web of 
laws and doctrines. In these classes, students also cope 
with important concepts beyond the environmental, 
including issues of federal versus state authority as well 
as the powers of governmental regulation versus the 
rights of private property.”

Environmental law can also fill an important need 
– the legal profession’s duty to serve.  

“There’s a responsibility to represent people who 
may not have a voice,” Kammer explained. “An aspect 
of the legal profession’s duty can be served by teaching, 
learning and practicing environmental law. Poor 
communities can be most affected by environmental 
issues, but not have a voice. This area of law is one way 
to fulfill our responsibility to represent these people.

“Finally, and perhaps most importantly, I feel 
potential lawyers should have an understanding 
of human actions on the environment,” Kammer 
continued. “As an institution of legal education, we try 
to emphasize that public responsibility.” 

Sean Kammer,  
Associate Professor 
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Environmental Law Courses Make Resurgence, 
Offer Unique Learning Opportunities

In congruence with most parts of the country,  
the impetus to address the effects of human activity  
on the natural environment has permeated USD,  
and one law professor has made a transformative 
impact in the area of environmental law at the  
School of Law.

Law Professor Sean Kammer’s background in 
teaching environmental law topics has renewed USD 
Law’s environmental law course offerings. USD Law 
faculty member since 2012, Kammer previously 
taught Mining Law and Public Lands Law at Lewis & 
Clark Law School in Portland, Oregon.

After Professor John Davidson’s retirement, 
environmental law courses were not offered on a 
regular recurring basis. Currently, however, these 
vital courses are offered on a regular schedule again, 
augmenting a curriculum built by Professor Emeritus 
John Davidson, who taught at USD Law 1972-2006, 
during his tenure.

Now offered is an impressive array that incudes 
Environmental Law, Natural Resources Law, Water 
Law, Energy Law and Advanced Legal Writing in 
Natural Resources Law.  Kammer can be credited with 
teaching all those courses, as well as with starting the 
Foundations of Law course for first-year students.

Interest is high in environmental law courses, and 
it’s grown each year, according to Kammer.  
“We have a solid foundation of 15-20 students that 
take several of our environmental classes,” he stated. 

The last few years have also seen resurgence in the 
Environmental Law Society, the law school’s student 
extracurricular group comprised of students with an 
interest in environmental law. Initially started under 
Davidson, the group had lapsed. Its resurrection 
in 2014 brought more environmental activities to 
the law school, such as educational opportunities, 
career services events and greater involvement in the 
Vermillion and legal communities. “Most students 
who are involved in that group foresee environmental 
law as a potential career,” Kammer said. 

USD Law students are also afforded the 
opportunity to enroll in an exchange program to 
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Our amazing faculty are busy each year with scholarship, service and teaching our outstanding 
and enthusiastic student body. Full biographies can be read at www.usd.edu/law.

Visiting Faculty
Ramon E. Ortiz-Velez
Visiting Director of Experiential 
Learning and Senior Lecturer

Professor Ortiz’s main focus is to expand 
the depth and breadth of the school’s 
experiential learning opportunities. He 
is currently supporting the expansion 
of the externship programs, which will 

now be also available to students during the fall and spring 
semesters in addition to the summer program. Professor 
Ortiz attended the Second Annual National Conference on 
Law Clinics Serving Veterans in Washington, D.C., and was 
recently invited to join the National Veterans Clinic Coalition. 
He is also supporting the ABA Tax Section’s Adopt-a-Base 
program--an ABA partnership with the military and the IRS 
to help train volunteer tax preparers throughout our military 
bases. He is also organizing and expanding the school’s pro 
bono opportunities for students.

In their first years at USD Law
Myanna Dellinger
Assistant Professor
International Business Transactions, 
Public International Law and Secured 
Transactions.

Professor Dellinger joins USD Law this 
academic year. She recently became 
the editor of the Contracts ProfBlog in 
November 2015 and became chair of the 

International Environmental Law Committee of the American 
Branch of the International Law Association. The ILA has 
consultative status, as an international non-governmental 
organization, with a number of the United Nations specialized 
agencies. Her Web page also includes a popular podcast series.

Tiffany C. Graham
Associate Dean of  
Academic Affairs
Race and the Law, Law and Sexuality

Over the past year, Dean Graham 
has focused primarily on curricular 
development, experiential learning and 
assessment, but has also made time 

for scholarship as well. To that end, she has given a talk on the 
ills of conversion therapy, recently gave a TEDx talk on youth 
homelessness as it affects the LGBTQ population, and will be 
publishing a short piece on strategies of resistance in the wake  
of the decision legalizing same-sex marriage. 

Wendy Hess
Assistant Professor and Director 
of Fundamental Legal Skills & 
Legal Writing
Fundamental Legal Skills I & II, Client 
Interviewing & Counseling

Professor Hess has an article forthcoming 
in the N.Y.U. Review of Law & Social 
Change entitled “Slut-shaming in the 

Workplace: Sexual Rumors and Hostile Environment Claims.” 
She also presented at the South Dakota State Bar Juvenile 
Law Continuing Legal Education Session in June 2015 on the 
topic of the purposes and differences of juvenile court. She was 
selected to participate in the Washburn University Junior Legal 
Writing Scholars Workshop, which was held in July 2015. She 
has engaged in a number of service activities, including: serving 
on the Inclusive Excellence Working Group; membership on the 
Board of Directors for East River Legal Services; faculty advisor 
for the Criminal Justice Education Project, Domestic Violence 
Law Project, and Law Students for Reproductive Justice.

Sean Kammer
Associate Professor
Environmental Law, Natural Resources, 
Energy Law, Water Law, and Advanced 
Writing in Natural Resource Law

Professor Kammer received his doctorate 
in history from the University of Nebraska 
in August. His dissertation was titled 
“Land and Law in the Age of Enterprise: 

A Legal History of Railroad Land Grants in the Pacific 
Northwest, 1864-1916.” In addition, he published two articles: 
“Smoking Out Forest Fire Management: Lifting the Haze of 
an Unaccountable Congress and Lighting up a New Law of 
Fire,” which he co-wrote with USD alumna Ashley Hoffman 
and which appeared in the South Dakota Law Review; and “No 
Trespassing: Railroad Land Grants, the Right of Exclusion, and 
the Origins of Federal Forest Conservation,” which appeared in 
the North Dakota Law Review.

FACULTY NOTES

http://www.usd.edu/law
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FACULTY NOTES

Allen Madison
Associate Professor
Federal Income Tax, Federal Tax 
Procedure, Business Entities Taxation, 
Nonprofits

Professor Madison obtained a grant 
for funding a Low-Income Taxpayer 
Clinic at USD Law. He recently 
published two articles, “The Taxation of 

Gratuitous Services Gone Out of ‘Control’” in the University 
of Memphis Law Review and “The Denial of the IRS’s Access 
to Its Adversary’s Playbook” in the South Dakota Law Review. 
He is currently working on two more articles, one on the 
consequences of tax noncompliance and the other on the legal 
framework for determining one’s own income tax liabilities.

Michael McKey
Lecturer
Fundamental Legal Skills I & II, Business 
Organizations

McKey is in his fourth year at USD 
Law. In addition to teaching FLS and 
Business Organizations, McKey coaches 
Moot Court.

Sonya C. Miller
Director of the Federal Tax Clinic 
& Lecturer
Low Income Tax Clinic I & II

Miller joined the law faculty in July 
2015, supervising student attorneys  
who represent taxpayers in their  
disputes with the Internal Revenue 
Service. In addition, she is in charge  
of daily clinic operations and teaches  
the tax clinic seminar. 

Tom Simmons
Assistant Professor 
Comparative Property and Estates Law, 
Trusts and Wills, Estate Planning, Elder 
Law, Holocaust Law, Property

Professor Simmons serves as faculty 
advisor to the newly-formed China 
Honorary Ambassadors Law Students 
Association (CHALSA) and the 

South Dakota Law Review, which publishes three issues per 
year. Simmons published three lengthy scholarly articles: 
“Medicaid as Coverture” in the Hastings Women’s Law Journal, 
“Testamentary Incapacity, Undue Influence and Insane 
Delusions” in the South Dakota Law Review, and “What 
Zombies Can Teach Law Students: Popular Text Inclusion 
in Law and Literature” in the Mercer Law Review. He also 
published a poem titled “I Just Flew in from Newark and Boy 
are my Arms Tired” in Nebo: A Literary Journal and presented 
a paper on Hugh Glass at the Center for Western Studies at 
Augustana University. Simmons continues to serve on the 
South Dakota Governor’s Task Force on Trust Administration 
Review and Reform. He chairs the South Dakota State Bar’s 
Elder Law Committee and acts as an observer to the Uniform 
Law Commission’s Divided Trusteeship Drafting Committee. 
He was appointed to the South Dakota State Bar’s Ethics 
Committee earlier this year and serves on the ad hoc Lawyer’s 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee as well. He is a co-
executive editor of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys 
Journal and he is a fellow of the American College of Trust & 
Estate Counsel (ACTEC). 

Five or more years
Thomas J. Horton
Professor of Law and Heidepriem 
Trial Advocacy Fellow  
Trial Advocacy, Antitrust &  
Consumer Protection 

In 2015, Horton directed the School of 
Law’s trial teams. Thirty-two students 
competed throughout the year in 13 
national trial competitions, including 

11 elite national invitation-only tournaments. Highlights 
included USD’s team winning the “Most Professional Team 
Award” at the ABA’s 2015 National Ethics Trial Competition 
in Sacramento, California. Horton also continued his 
service as a member of USD’s Honors Committee, as well 
as with his antitrust and competition law research with 
two major 2015 publications: “Efficiencies and Antitrust 
Reconsidered: An Evolutionary Perspective,” 60(2) Antitrust 
Bull. 168 (2015); and “Antitrust or Industrial Protectionism? 
Emerging International Issues in China’s Anti-Monopoly Law 
Enforcement Efforts,” 14 Santa Clara Int’l. L. J. (forthcoming 
2015). He delivered a paper on China’s recent anti-monopoly 
law enforcement efforts at a comparative law symposium 
at Santa Clara’s School of Law in February, and was the 
featured speaker discussing China’s Anti-Monopoly Law 
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in a one-hour international webcast sponsored by the Capitol 
Forum. Additionally, he appeared on a panel discussing antitrust 
jury trials at the 15th Annual Loyola Antitrust Colloquium 
in Chicago. Horton currently is working on a joint article 
concerning the NCAA and antitrust issues with USD Law 
alumni, Drew DeGroot and Tyler Custis entitled “The Current 
Crisis in NCAA Intercollegiate Athletics: Where is Congress?” 
to be published in the Marquette Sports Law Journal as part of 
a sports law symposium in early 2016. In May, Horton was 
promoted to professor of law with tenure.

10 or more years
Patrick M. Garry
Professor of Law
Administrative Law, Media and 
Communication Law, Advanced Torts, 
Employment Law

Professor Garry has a J.D. and Ph.D. in 
legal and constitutional history. He has 
published more than 100 articles in various 
academic journals and continues his 
publication rate unabated. 

25 or more years
Thomas Earl Geu
Dean and Professor of Law
Adjunct Graduate Professor, 
Beacom School of Business
Faculty Affiliate, Department  
of Biology

Dean Geu remains a South Dakota 
commissioner to the Uniform Law 

Commission and serves as a member of the Model Tribal Probate 
Code Drafting Committee. He will be installed as president of the 
Interdisciplinary Socio-Economics Society and chair of the Section 
of Socio-Economics of the American Association of Law Schools in 
New York City in January 2016. Geu continues to travel the state 
visiting local bar associations and other groups of lawyers on behalf 
of the law school. Should you like him to participate in an event 
in your town (e.g., a breakfast with a few lawyers, speaking to a 
Rotary) please contact him.

30 or more years
David S. Day
Professor of Law
Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, First 
Amendment Rights, Constitutional Law: 
Selected Issues, Constitutional Rights

Professor David S. Day completed 
the 2015 Annual Supplement to his 
constitutional law casebook Cases and 

Materials on Constitutional Law (6th ed.) and completed the 
400-page teacher’s manual for the casebook. The supplement 
has coverage of the recent decisions, including the same-sex 
marriage decision. Day, in his 33rd year at USD, has returned 
to teaching Civil Procedure and is working on an article 
regarding subject-matter jurisdiction and “free speech and 
Facebook.” 

Chris Hutton
Professor of Law
Criminal Law & Procedure, Evidence, 
Advanced Criminal Procedure

For several years, Hutton has worked 
as chair of the State Bar Evidence 
Committee on the proposed revisions 
to the South Dakota Rules of Evidence. 
That project is now completed, with 

the revised rules scheduled to take effect in January 2016. 
She speaks to interested bar groups about the new rules, and 
testified on additional proposals before the South Dakota 
Supreme Court. She is preparing an article addressing current 
issues in Evidence Law, and provided the annual update 
on Criminal Law and Procedure cases to the Judiciary. She 
continues to play an active role in the area of delivery of legal 
services to low income people, Women in Law, and law school 
committees and programs. She was honored to receive the 
Dean Marshall McKusick Award for an Outstanding South 
Dakota Lawyer and the Cutler Award for Excellence in  
Legal Education.

Frank Pommersheim
Professor of Law
Criminal Law & Procedure, Indian Law, 
Federal Jurisdiction, Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, Tribal Courts

Professor Pommersheim has published 
a new book entitled Tribal Justice 
(Twenty-Five Years as a Tribal Appellate 

FACULTY NOTES



Emeritus
Roger Baron
Professor of Law Emeritus
25 Years of Service
ERISA Subrogation (spring 2016)

Professor Baron retired last May, but 
will teach a one-hour course in ERISA 
Subrogation in March 2016. Two 
months after his retirement, Baron was 
named “Most Outstanding Professor 

of the Nation” by Delta Theta Phi (DTP) National Legal 
Fraternity. The official announcement was made on Aug. 1, 
2015 at DTP’s national meeting in Washington D.C. The 
South Dakota Law Review Board of Editors dedicated Volume 
61 to him. Volume 61 will also include his article, “Providing 
a Dynamic Classroom Experience,” which he authored shortly 
after retiring. In addition, Baron has been selected by USD’s 
Law School Class of 2016 as the speaker for its Hooding 
Ceremony on May 6, 2016. Notwithstanding his retirement, 
Baron continues to manage the USDLAW list serve and to 
provide weekly summaries of the South Dakota Supreme 
Court decisions

Barry R. Vickrey
Professor and Dean Emeritus
23 Years of Service

Dean Vickrey and his wife, Mary, 
spent the fall in California spoiling 
their grandchildren, Matilda, 7, and 
Walter, 5. Dean Vickrey also chaired 
an ABA accreditation site visit at Case 
Western Reserve University School of 

Law and assisted a trial team and a moot court team from 
USD for their competitions in San Francisco and San Diego, 
respectively. The Vickreys will be back in Vermillion for the 
spring semester, something they call “reverse-snowbirding.” 
Dean Vickrey will teach Legal Profession and Mediation in 
spring 2016.
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Justice), a new poetry chapbook entitled Local Memory and 
Karma (“The Buddha Correspondence,” Vol. 2), and two 
Buddha poetry cards (“Buddha’s Fall Triptych” and “Buddha’s 
Winter Triptych”). He will be the Walter R. Echo-Hawk 
Distinguished Visiting Professor at Lewis and Clark Law 
School for the spring 2016 semester. One of the opinions 
he authored as Chief Justice of a tribal court of appeals was 
appealed to, and recently argued before, the United States 
Supreme Court.

35 years
Jonathan K. Van Patten
Professor of Law
Torts, Discovery Practice, Debtors’ 
& Creditors’ Rights, Negotiation & 
Settlement

Professor Van Patten is enjoying 
teaching Torts, Debtors’ and Creditors’ 
Rights, Negotiation, and Discovery 
Practice. In 2015, he published “On 

Editing” in the South Dakota Law Review. To be published 
this year in the South Dakota Law Review will be “The Trial of 
Tom Robinson” and “Skills for Law Students.” He also enjoys 
cooking for law students, having hosted a series of dinners for 
first years, as well as for student organizations, and for several 
PIN (Public Interest Network) auction dinners.

38 years
Charles Thatcher
Professor of Law
Contracts I & II, Conflicts of Law, 
Remedies

Volume 61 of the South Dakota Law 
Review will feature Professor Thatcher’s 
most recent article, entitled “Could 
a State’s Selection of Another State’s 
Substantive Law Exceed Constitutional 

Limitations on Choice of Law?” He is currently researching 
a forthcoming article that will identify those surrounding 
circumstances, other than course of performance, course of 
dealing, or usage of trade, from which terms of the parties’ 
bargain in fact may be inferred under the SDCL 57A- and 
UCC § 1-201(b)(3) definition of “agreement.” 

FACULTY NOTES
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1940s 
George Johnson ’49 LL.B., Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, received the prestigious 
Knight of the Legion Honor medal from 
France. The French government gave this 
honor to the soldiers who helped their 
country and western Europe in WWII.

1960s
Gary Pashby ’67, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, of Boyce, Greenfield, Pashby & 
Welk, retired from the practice of law.  

Keith Smit ’67, Sturgis, South Dakota, 
retired after a 47-year career in estate 
planning, probate, banking and general 
business law.

1970s
Bernard Duffy ’70, Fort Pierre, South 
Dakota, was honored with a  Stanley 
County public service award.

Michael McCann ’72, Brookings, South 
Dakota, retired from his law practice 
at Helsper & Mahlke and McCann & 
McCarty.

Class Notes

ALUMNI

David Ganje ’76, published an article 
in The New York Environmental Lawyer 
magazine on “Tribal Water Codes - Their 
Administration and Enforcement.” Ganje 
has taught as an adjunct professor in 
both the United States and Germany, sits 
on the South Dakota State Bar Natural 
Resources and Environment Committee 
and is a frequent keynote speaker at 
national and international natural 
resources conferences.

Michael Luce ’77, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, is of counsel at Lynn, Jackson, 
Shultz & Lebrun.

1980s
Tim Tucker ’82, Madison, South 
Dakota, retired from the Circuit Court 
and as presiding judge, Third Judicial 
Circuit, after 28 years with the Unified 
Judicial System.

Jane (Wipf) Pfeifle ’84, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, was appointed a circuit 
court judge by Gov. Dennis Daugaard in 
South Dakota’s Seventh Circuit Court.

Craig Pfeifle ’85, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, was appointed to succeed 
Judge Jeff Davis as the Seventh Circuit’s 
presiding judge.

Jon Sogn ’86, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, was appointed by Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard as a circuit court judge in 
South Dakota’s Second Judicial Circuit.   

Wade Druin ’88, Volin, South Dakota, 
joined the Northwestern College business 
department as an assistant professor.

Kathryn (Konstant) Hoskins ’89, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, joined Bangs, 
McCullen, Butler, Foye & Simmons.

Seventh Circuit Judges Jane Wipf Pfeifle ’81, 
and Craig Pfeifle ’85, both graduates of the 
University of South Dakota School of Law, are 
featured in the latest edition of the American 
Bar Association Journal for being what the ABA 
believes is the only couple in the same state on 
the same bench in the same circuit appointed 
by the same governor. They practiced law 
together privately before Gov. Dennis Daugaard 
appointed Craig Pfeifle to the Rapid City bench 
in 2012. He’s now the circuit’s presiding judge. 
Daugaard appointed Wipf Pfeifle in July.

George Johnson ’49, received 
France’s highest military honor, 
the French Legion of Honor, for 
his service during World War 
II. Napoleon Bonaparte and the 
French government established 
the award in 1802 and gave this 
honor to soldiers who helped their 
country and western Europe 70 
years ago. While serving in France, 
Johnson was wounded in his left 
leg. A humble man, Johnson says 
he’s no different than the thousands of other soldiers with whom he served, adding 
that he was just doing his job. Now 90 years old, Johnson says he’s lived a good life 
and it’s the people around him who have made it meaningful. 
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1990s
Chris Giles ’92, Madison, South 
Dakota, was appointed as the new 
full-time magistrate judge for the Third 
Judicial Circuit. He has served as the Lake 
County state’s attorney and has also been 
engaged in private practice of law.  

Brian Donahoe ’93, Garretson, South 
Dakota, opened Donahoe Law Firm in 
Sioux Falls.

Dawn Aman-Elshere ’94, Watertown, 
South Dakota, was appointed magistrate 
judge for the Third Judicial Circuit by 
the South Dakota Supreme Court.  She 
had been the Codington County state’s 
attorney since 2007. 

Donald McCarty ’96, Brookings, South 
Dakota, joined Helsper & Mahlke as a 
partner.  The new firm will be known as 
Helsper, McCarty, Mahlke & Kleinjan.

Patrick Pardy ’96, Howard, South 
Dakota, was appointed by Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard as a circuit court judge in South 
Dakota’s Third Circuit Court.  Pardy 
previously served as chief legal counsel 
for the South Dakota Department of 
Corrections, and as a special assistant 
attorney general.

2000s
Jeffrey Bratkiewicz ’00, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, joined Bangs, McCullen, 
Butler, Foye & Simmons.

Mary Akkerman ’01, Sioux Falls,  
South Dakota, has been elected as a fellow 
of the American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel, a national organization 
comprised of approximately 2,600 lawyers 
elected to membership by demonstrating 
the highest level of integrity, commitment 
to the profession, competence and 
experience as trust and estate counselors. 
She is a partner in Lindquist & Vennum’s 
Trusts and Estates practice group.

David Rezac ’04, Sioux Falls,  South 
Dakota, a partner at Davenport, Evans, 
Hurwitz & Smith, LLP in Sioux Falls, 
was named a 2015 “Up and Coming” 
lawyer in corporate/commercial law by 
Chambers USA.

Steven Bowers ’06, Ansley, Nebraska, 
was elected as the Custer County 
Attorney in Broken Bow, Nebraska.

Bryan Goodman ’06, Sioux City, Iowa, 
opened the Goodman Law Firm, L.L.C. 
in downtown Sioux City.  

Bobbi Jo Thury ’07, Sioux Falls,  South 
Dakota, was named the  South Dakota 
State Bar 2014 Young Lawyer of the Year. 
She is a partner at Cutler & Donahoe, 
LLP in Sioux Falls where she practices 
in the areas of estate and succession 
planning.

William Blewett ’08, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, joined the Swier Law Firm 
as a member of the firm’s Business & 
Corporate Law Practice Group.  

Eric DeNure ’08, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, has joined the firm of May & 
Johnson as a shareholder in the firm. 
DeNure started with the firm in 2009 
and practices in the area of civil litigation.

Richard Rylance ’08, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, has joined MorganTheeler as an 
associate.

Marcus Walton ’08, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, has opened a new law practice in 
Sioux Falls. 

Eric Hardy ’09, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, joined the Christopherson, 
Anderson, Paulson & Fideler firm as an 
associate.

Adam Hoier ’09, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, has joined the May & Johnson 
firm as an associate.

2010s
Alex Halbach ’10, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, has become a partner in the 
Cutler Law Firm.

Casey Fideler ’11, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, has joined the Christopherson, 
Anderson, Paulson & Fideler firm as an 
associate.

Cesar Juarez ’11, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, joined Bangs, McCullen, Butler, 
Foye & Simmons law firm.

Kraig Kronaizl ’11, and Morgan 
(Peck) Kronaizl ’14, were married Aug. 
7, 2015. The couple resides in Scotland, 
South Dakota.     

Meghan Woster ’11, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, is an assistant U.S. attorney in 
the civil division and recently was named 
the Young Lawyer of the Year by the 
South Dakota Bar Association.

Morgan Brekke ’12, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, is an associate with Woods, 
Fuller, Shultz & Smith.

Marilyn Trefz ’12, Vermillion, South 
Dakota, joined the firm of Dorothy & 
Krause in Sioux Falls.

Joshua Brown ’13, Greenwood Village, 
Colorado, joined the law firm of Vogt, 
Brown, Merry and Hammer law office in 
Dell Rapids, S.D.

Matthew Campbell ’13, Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, joined the Siegel, Barnett, 
& Schutz firm.

Nathan Chicoine ’13, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, joined the Gunderson, 
Palmer Nelson & Ashmore, LLP firm as 
an associate.

Kimberly De Hueck ’13, Spearfish, 
South Dakota, has joined the Kinney Law 
firm as an associate.
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Dean’s Circle
Senior Partner ($5,000 and above)
Partner ($1,000 to $4,999)

Advocates
Golden Advocate ($500 to $999)
Century Advocate ($100 to $499)

Supporters & Friends ($1 to $99) 

1941
Joe and Jean Cadwell, Partner

1949
Grace Day, Century Advocate

1950
James Moore, Century Advocate

1952
Joseph Lesser, Senior Partner

1951
James Peterson, Supporters & Friends
Ervin and Frances Dupper, Supporters & Friends

1952
Robert and Josephine Smith,  
Supporters & Friends

1955
Merle and Sharon Johnson, Century Advocate
John and Nancy Morgan, Century Advocate

1956
James and Ruth Weaver, Golden Advocate
Melvin Wedmore, Supporters & Friends

1957 
Howard and Karen Kunstle, Partner

1958
Travis Lewin, Golden Advocate

1959
James Nelson, Century Advocate

1960
Golby and Judie Uhlir, Golden Advocate
Burke and Paula Critchfield, Century Advocate

1961
Thomas and Marilyn Simmons, Century Advocate
Robert and Elaine Frieberg, Supporters & Friends

1962
Richard Gregerson, Century Advocate

1963
Robert and Shirlee Miller, Century Advocate

1964
Warren and Pamela Neufeld, Partner
Kenneth Heisterkamp, Supporters & Friends
Frank and Sondra Stickney, Supporters & Friends

1965
Richard and Sharon Cutler, Senior Partner
Lawrence and Catherine Piersol, Senior Partner
David and Victoria Blair, Century Advocate

1966
Charles and Kathleen Riter, Senior Partner 
Robert and Jo Anna Warder, Partner
Richard and Eileen Sabers, Century Advocate

1967
Virgil and Ruth Johnson, Senior Partner
Charles Sederstrom, Senior Partner
Jack and Diana Von Wald, Century Advocate

1968
James and Karen Olson, Partner
David and Karen Gerdes, Century Advocate
Gary and Marlis Froistad, Supporters & Friends

1969
Chuck and Bonny Schroyer, Partner
Myles and Karen DeVine, Century Advocate

1970
Peter and Arlene Horner, Century Advocate
Manuel and Altagracia Ortiz, Century Advocate
George and Elsie Williams, Century Advocate
Edward Carpenter, Supporters & Friends

1971
Orrin and Shirley Estebo, Senior Partner
Gregory and Lorys Eiesland, Partner
Jan Amundson, Golden Advocate 
Michael and Jackie Austin, Golden Advocate
Thomas and Mary Conway, Century Advocate
William and Cheryl Eagan Taylor,  
 Century Advocate

1972
George and Gretchen Hirschbach, Partner
Thomas and Janna Whorley, Golden Advocate
A. Stevenson and Leslie Bogue, Century Advocate
E. James and Kathleen Hood, Century Advocate
Allen Nelson, Century Advocate
Perry Patterson, Century Advocate
Rodney and Dona Steele, Century Advocate
D. Titus, Century Advocate
Merlyn Anderson, Supporters & Friends
Donald Porter, Supporters & Friends

Honor Roll of Donors
Partners in Excellence
The law school is grateful to all Partners in Excellence and encourages a 
“rise to the top” and special recognition as a member of the Dean’s Circle.

Class Notes continued

ALUMNI

Thomas Reynolds ’13, Yankton, 
South Dakota, is an associate of the 
Kennedy, Pier, Knoff, Loftus firm.

Paul Van Olson ’13, Yankton, South 
Dakota, joined Johnson, Miner, 
Marlow, Woodward & Huff as an 
associate attorney.

Caleb Veldhouse ’13, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, is an associate at the 
Woods, Fuller, Shultz & Smith Sioux 
Falls office.

Catherine Zumpano-Chicoine ’13, 
Rapid City, South Dakota, has joined 
the Thomas, Braun, Bernard & Burke 
firm as an associate attorney. 

Beau Barrett ’14, Yankton, South 
Dakota, joined the Johnson, Miner, 
Marlow, Woodward & Huff firm as an 
associate attorney.

Kassie (McKie) Shiffermiller 
’14, Vermillion, South Dakota, is an 
associate attorney with Lynn, Jackson, 
Shultz & Lebrun in Rapid City.

Joseph Wiltse ’14, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, has joined the Hagan, Wilka & 
Archer firm as an associate.

Tracye Sherrill ’15, Yankton, South 
Dakota, joined the Lynn, Jackson, 
Shultz & Lebrun law firm in Sioux Falls.
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1973
Douglas Deibert, Partner
Harvey and Cynthia Jewett, Golden Advocate
Lyle and Jeanette Petersen, Supporters & Friends

1974
James and Colette Abbott, Partner
Steven and Katherine Sanford, Partner
Roy Wise, Partner
James and Cheryl Hurley, Century Advocate
John and Geri Konenkamp, Century Advocate
John and Peggy Palmer, Century Advocate
Galen and Sharon Vaa, Century Advocate

1975
Thomas and Genevieve Welk, Golden Advocate
Bruce Cutler, Century Advocate
Mary Sue Donohue and David Kohn,  
 Century Advocate 
Dennis and Jane Evenson, Century Advocate
Vance and Sherry Goldammer, Century Advocate
Rodney Lefholz, Century Advocate
Carolyn Rusch, Century Advocate
William and Patricia Kratochvil,  
 Supporters & Friends

1976
Arthur and Sue Carter, Partner
Robert and Kimberly Hayes, Partner
Michael Hickey, Partner
Mary Jane Cleary and Kevin Cronin,  
 Century Advocate
William and Barbara Froke, Century Advocate
Craig and Gail Kennedy, Century Advocate
Jeffrey and Carrie Masten, Century Advocate
C. and Jane Neiles, Century Advocate
Gary and Grace Thimsen, Century Advocate
Barry and Karen Buehler, Supporters & Friends

1977
Richard and Bev Casey, Partner
James McCulloch, Century Advocate
Mary McCusker, Century Advocate
Howard and Lou Ann Paulson, Century Advocate
James and Susan Cremer, Supporters & Friends

1978
Craig and Gail Eichstadt, Century Advocate
Gary and Julie Jensen, Century Advocate
Terry and Susan Prendergast, Century Advocate
John and Susan Steele, Century Advocate
Todd and Colleen Thorson-Schweiger,  
 Supporters & Friends

1979
Robert and Deborah Martin, Partner
Daniel and Leslie Ashmore, Century Advocate
Comet Haraldson, Century Advocate
J. Mark and Debra Neumayr, Century Advocate

1980
Scott and Susan Heidepriem, Senior Partner
Mark and Maeta Gherty, Golden Advocate

Thomas Bird and Catherine Shreves,  
 Century Advocate
James and Karri Wiederrich, Century Advocate
Randolph and Wanda Seiler,  
 Supporters & Friends
James Wilkerson, Supporters & Friends

1981
William and Mary Kay Garry, Partner
Jeffrey and Rene Mohrhauser, Century Advocate
Patricia Riepel and John Schlimgen,  
 Century Advocate 
Patrick Schroeder and Teresa Engebretson,  
 Century Advocate
Daniel and Jean Murphy, Supporters & Friends

1982
Scott Van Hove, Senior Partner
John Vucurevich, Senior Partner
Rita Allen, Century Advocate
Terry Hofer, Century Advocate

1983
Roger and Gloria Damgaard, Century Advocate
John and Kellie Shultz, Century Advocate

1984
Dana Frohling, Century Advocate

1985
Gary and Peggy Cvach, Partner
Kay Cee Hodson, Golden Advocate
Kenneth and Leslie Barker,  
 Century Advocate

1986
Scott and Mary Perrenoud, Partner
Michael and Catherine Marlow, Golden Advocate 
Glenn Metcalf, Century Advocate
Jon and Kristy Sogn, Century Advocate

1987
Donald and Lisa Knudsen, Century Advocate 
Troy and Karen Leonard, Century Advocate
Laurie Bauer, Supporters & Friends
Thomes and Peggy Dodd, Supporters & Friends

1988
Elizabeth and Daniel Rosenbaum, Partner
Judith Arnold, Century Advocate
Patrick and Erin Goetzinger, Century Advocate
David and Tracy Kroon, Century Advocate
Jeffery Kayl and Yuriko Sawamura,  
 Century Advocate

1989
James and Mindy Moore, Century Advocate

1990
Daniel Duffy, Century Advocate
Jeffrey and Stephanie Hurd, Century Advocate
Brent and Corenia Walz, Century Advocate
Terry and Karen Westergaard, Century Advocate

1991
Kent and Carolyn Cutler, Golden Advocate
Talbot and Kelli Wieczorek, Century Advocate

1992
James Schultz, Partner
Patricia Economos, Century Advocate
John and Patricia Gors, Century Advocate
Joseph Lux, Supporters & Friends

1993
Brian Donahoe, Golden Advocate
Kristine Kreiter O’Connell and Robert 
 O’Connell, Golden Advocate
Elizabeth Lewis and Sam Trebilcock,  
 Century Advocate
Terri Williams, Century Advocate
John and Lisa Von Wald, Supporters & Friends

1994
Todd Lockwood, Partner
Melanie Carpenter and Robert Breit,  
 Century Advocate
Jennifer Trucano, Century Advocate
Rhett and Bonnie Franklin, Supporters & Friends

1995
Jayna and Shane Voss, Golden Advocate
Victoria Duehr, Century Advocate
Charles Thompson, Century Advocate
Debra Denney, Supporters & Friends

1996
Michael and Carri Bornitz, Golden Advocate 
John Arntz, Century Advocate
Heather and Jay Bogard, Century Advocate
Patrick and Wendalynn Knecht,  
 Century Advocate

1997
Michael and Christa Henderson, Partner
David and Rebecca Lust, Century Advocate
Steve and Trisha Nolan, Century Advocate

1998
Trent and Lynn Swanson, Golden Advocate
Marilyn and John Hagberg, Century Advocate
Brian and Lisa Kirby, Century Advocate
Bradley and Deanne Lindeman,  
 Century Advocate
Lisa and Aaron Maguire, Century Advocate
Thomas Simmons and Gaik Quah,  
 Century Advocate
Charlene Henry, Supporters & Friends

1999
Ryan Taylor, Golden Advocate
Kimberly and Lance Wassink, Golden Advocate
Matthew and Lorraine Rusch, Century Advocate
Tara Estwick, Supporters & Friends
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2000
Steven and Micah Siegel, Golden Advocate 
Jerad and Dawn Seurer, Golden Advocate
Julia and Willie Dvorak, Century Advocate
Jamie Thompson, Century Advocate

2001
Mary and Daniel Akkerman, Partner
Chad and Sarah Williams, Century Advocate
Meredith Moore and Eric Hilmoe,  
 Golden Advocate 
John Becker, Century Advocate
Sara and Lew Hoyt, Century Advocate
Stephanie and John Motter, Supporters & Friends

2002
Shawn and Gina Nichols, Partner
Becky Vogt and John Rusch,  
 Supporters & Friends

2003
Chad Nelson, Golden Advocate
Eric Pickar, Century Advocate
Ryan and Christina Snell, Century Advocate
Brad and Ann Lee, Supporters & Friends
Phillip Stiles, Supporters & Friends

2004
Marie Ruettgers, Partner
Michele and Craig Crissman, Century Advocate
John Jones, Century Advocate
Thomas and Jane Von Wald, Century Advocate
Kaci Schroeder, Supporters & Friends

2005
Andrew and Natalie Damgaard,  
 Century Advocate
Sander Morehead, Century Advocate
Kirsten and Dewayne Taggart, Century Advocate
Paul and Meghan Goldammer,  
 Supporters & Friends
Ryan Kolbeck, Supporters & Friends
Stacy and Anna Kooistra, Supporters & Friends
David and Kristin Wheeler, Supporters & Friends

2006
Jeffrey and Katherine Connolly, Century Advocate
Joseph and Carole James, Century Advocate
Michele Karel, Century Advocate
Nicole and John Laughlin, Century Advocate
Jeffrey Roby and Brianne Barnett Roby,  
 Century Advocate
Jennifer and Thomas Wollman, Century Advocate
Billy Larson, Supporters & Friends

2007
Bobbi Jo and Chad Thury, Golden Advocate
Shiloh MacNally, Century Advocate
Denise Kracl, Supporters & Friends

2008
Paige Wilbur and Matthew Bock,  
 Century Advocate

Daniel and Jessica Doyle, Golden Advocate
Justin Johns, Century Advocate
Nick and Kate Kotzea, Century Advocate
Rebecca Mann, Century Advocate
David Wierman, Century Advocate
Eric DeNure, Supporters & Friends
Elysia Hassebroek, Supporters & Friends

2009
Adam and Nicole Hoier, Century Advocate
Kyle Wiese, Century Advocate
Colin Bernard and Catherine Hall,  
 Supporters & Friends

2011
Frank Marnell, Century Advocate

2013
Paul Painter, Supporters & Friends

Senior Partner
ALPS
Augustana University
Bangs, McCullen, Butler, Foye & Simmons, LLP
Cutler Law Firm, LLP 
Gunderson, Palmer, Nelson & Ashmore, LLP
John T. Vucurevich Foundation
Johnson, Heidepriem & Abdallah, LLP
Meierhenry Sargent LLP
Scott Abdallah
SD Continuing Legal Education, Inc.
Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation
Woods, Fuller, Shultz & Smith P.C.

Partner
ALPS/Law School Foundation Golf Tournament
Brett Lovrien
Cadwell, Sanford, Deibert & Garry, LLP
Claude Schutter
Elizabeth A. Rosenbaum, P.C.
James Simko
Joseph Lowenstein and Francis Biegelmeier 
Lowenstein
KPMG Foundation
Kristi and Gabriel Laber
Thomas and Carol Geu
Nikki Heidepriem
State Bar of South Dakota
Stephen Landon

Golden Advocate 
Costello, Porter, Hill, Heisterkamp Bushnell & 
Carpenter LLP
David and Jennifer Edwards
David and Lynne Day
Nathan Schoen
Nelson Law Office, P.C.
Nichole Roths

Onna Houck
Steven and Sarah Sarbacker
William Sims

Century Advocate
Amy Koenig
Andrew Knutson
Bradley and Candace Grossenburg
Brent Stille and Carey Miller
Charles M. Thompson Family Fund
Cheri Raymond
Chris Conrad
Christopher Lent
Colleen Sabers
Craig and Elizabeth Krogstad
Daniel Harmelink
David Grennan
Donald and Susan Popp
F. DuBray
Frohling Law Office
Gregory and Jennifer Starnes
Helen and Willard Olsen
iModules Software
Jason Smiley
Jeffrey and Kris Proehl
John and Laura Mullen
Justin Smith
Kenneth MacRitchie
Milton Day
Patricia Richards
Riley Wilson
Roger and Claudia Baron
Roger and Sara Sudbeck
Sarah and Joshua Houy
Scott Leuning
SD Trial Lawyers’ Association
Shell Oil Company
Sherlyn and Dusty Koletzky
Steele Law & Mediation
Timothy and Melissa Shattuck
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
Wynn and Lorraine Gunderson
William Beck
William Sauck

Supporters & Friends
Gene and Joan Bushnell
Charles and Teresa Buttz
Dennis Hill
Elizabeth and Henry Tomlin
James Becker
Jess Pekarski
Justin Clarke
Laurie M. Bauer Law Office PLLC
Robert Lewis
Spencer Mosness

DONORS
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Onward Campaign Priorities

The University of South Dakota’s School of Law has educated 
generations of South Dakota lawyers, among them are at least 70 
percent of the state’s practicing bar. Graduates also include many 
of the leaders and innovators who sustain the region’s legal and 
business infrastructure. Since 1901, South Dakota Law School 
graduates have achieved professional excellence throughout the 
United States and abroad.

Now, faced with shifting financial resources and an 
increasingly competitive environment, we invite the support 
of alumni and friends to leave a lasting legacy while helping 
to preserve and improve the Law School’s proud traditions of 
quality and value. Onward: The Campaign for South Dakota 
will provide needed resources to educate and inspire through 
scholarships, renovation of the Law School building, endowed 
chairs and professorships, and enrichment programs.

The generosity and vision of donors will allow the Law School 
facility, completed in 1982, to emerge as a modern learning 

laboratory. A fully renovated library, updated courtroom, and 
substantial injection of technology and space for experiential 
learning are among the Law School’s key physical needs.

USD’s Onward momentum will position the Law School 
to take the lead, helping to shape the future of South Dakota 
and our nation. The Campaign for South Dakota will assist in 
attracting the best and brightest students from across South 
Dakota and the region, assuring access to a quality and  
affordable legal education.

With our talented student body, hard-working faculty 
and committed administrators, everything is in place to move 
Onward and foster the Law School’s legacy of leadership,  
lifelong connections and achievements.

Invest in our students.
Invest in our faculty.
Invest in the future.

University of South Dakota School of Law

An Endowed Chair Goal: $3 million

An endowed chair would assist the Law School in attracting highly qualified 
faculty; students achieve great things with such professors. This is a unique 
opportunity for donors because the Law School has never had an endowed 
professorship or chair. The purpose of a chair is to fully endow a new permanent 
faculty position.

Named Professorships Goal: $2 million

A gift of $350,000 (scholar), $600,000 
(professional), or $1 million (distinguished 
professor) allows a donor to establish a 
named permanent professorship for a 
deserving faculty member. 
 A named professorship is typically named 
after the donor, or in honor of a person 
selected by the donor. A named professorship 
can be awarded to a current or newly 
recruited faculty member to support his/her 
work as a teacher and scholar.

Program Enrichment Goal: $500,000 

The Law School supports academic 
experience through education outside the 
classroom. Students involved in programs such 
as Law Review, trial teams, Moot Court and 
Alternative Dispute Resolution have excelled 
at competitions across the country. The Law 
School seeks support to better fund, sustain  
and enhance these programs.

Capital Project Goal: $14 million

Renovation and construction of limited additional space at the Law School will 
create a more attractive, high-tech and functional learning environment. Areas 
of focus include the law library; courtroom; public commons space (for study, 
meetings, and receptions); and classrooms. Naming rights are available for:

    Law Library - $3 million    Carrels - $3,000 each
    Courtroom - $2 million    Seats - $1,500 each
    Public Commons

    $1 million, funded by Orrin S. Estebo, ’71.

    Offices and classrooms construction/renovation 

     Experiential Classroom - $1 million 
     New Administrative and Student Services Suite - $500,000 

     Law Review Office - $100,000 

     Moot Court Office - $100,000 
     Alternative Dispute Resolution Office - $50,000 

     Study Rooms - $25,000
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Donations to the Partners in Excellence Fund have never been more important. Your impact continues to be the lifeblood of 
experiential and academic teaching, student programming and faculty development. Gifts to the Partners in Excellence Fund 
ensure the USD Law School will continue to provide a nationally recognized, top-notch experience rooted in tradition, yet focused 
on innovation. Invest in our students. Invest in our faculty. Invest in our future. 

SUPPORT STUDENTS, FACULTY  
AND THE FUTURE  

Contributions can be sent to the USD Foundation 

at P.O. Box 5555, Vermillion, SD 57069. Please 

make your check payable to the USD Foundation 

and write Partners in Excellence Fund in the 

memo. You can also make a gift online at: 

www.onwardsd.org/donate. 

If you have questions, please call 1-800-521-3575. 

Create impact!

 Support student travel for pro bono service,  
 state and national bar meetings, ADR, moot  
 court, transactional and trial team competitions.

 Facilitate collection and technological upgrades  
 to the McKusick Law Library.

 Provide opportunity for ongoing faculty  
 development and research.

DONORS

On behalf of the University of South Dakota School of Law, Thank You
 to the Meierhenry Sargent Firm 
 for hosting a Dakota Days 

 gathering for the 

 legal community.

CREATE IMPACT 
by supporting the Partners in Excellence Fund.

http://www.onwardsd.org/donate


Planes, Trains and 
a South Dakota 
Connection 

Laura Hofer
Development Officer

University of South Dakota 

School of Law

This past year I have been given the 
opportunity to travel and meet many of 
you. This has taken me on planes, trains and 
automobiles throughout not only South 
Dakota, but the United States. While life 
has taken all of our graduates in numerous 
directions, we all maintain one common 
link--our South Dakota connection. It does 
not matter if I am talking to someone who 
graduated in 1970 or 2001 from the Law 
School; we are all connected through our 
similar experiences. Professors have changed 
and the law school experience has changed, 
yet we are all attached by our passion for 
the practice of law and South Dakota. This 
connection is what drives our giving back to 
the Law School and the legal profession. 

Many of you ask how the campaign is going 
and the answer is “good.” We have a strong 
campaign going and will continue to run a 

strong campaign until the end. Nevertheless, 
we still have work to do. For this project to 
meet its maximum potential, all graduates 
will need to take part. As a school that prides 
itself on our intimate class sizes and personal 
learning environment, we all must take part to 
maintain our high-quality education. 

To those of you who have given – THANK 
YOU. The Law School and the University of 
South Dakota Foundation are sincerely grateful 
for your investment in the next generation 
of attorneys. To those of you who have 
thought about giving and want to give to an 
organization that truly affects the future of  
the law, now is the time to give back to your 
Law School.

If you have questions about giving or would 
like more information about the Onward 
campaign, please call me at 605-681-4017 or 
email me at Laura.Hofer@usdfoundation.org.  

ONWARD

mailto:Laura.Hofer@usdfoundation.org
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